
Preparing for the Future… 



Vision and Aims… 

‘Our aim is to create outstanding schools that give every Ark pupil the 

opportunity to go to university or pursue the career of their choice.’ 

‘At Ark Bentworth Primary we achieve through the highest of expectations 

encouraging all to attain the highest standards .  We learn together as a 

community through exciting  opportunities. Our teachers are inspirational  

and will prepare your child with skills for life as a citizen of the future .’ 
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What is a Challenge Project? 
 

Driving Enquiry Question (and essential questions)  
Assessing and Responding  Project Timeline Continued 

 

Projects can make a difference by... 
 

 

Steve Jobs had the mantra, òLetõs make a dent in the universe.ó  

 

The best Challenge Projects will be set out to make a dent. The dent might be big or small, but at 

least the project has made a difference 

educating others 

solving a problem 

building something useful 

planning an event 

raising money for a purpose 

recognising or inspiring others 

designing a better way to do something 

calling people to action 



Components of a Challenge Project 

Learning Purpose: Core Knowledge 
and 21st Century Skills 

Driving Question 

Multiple 
Drafts 

Critique 

Assessing and 
Responding  

Exhibition 



Year One Theme One  
Theme: TRANSPORT & TRAVEL 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘A Bear Called 
Paddington’ by Michael Bond 

(use visual text too) 
 

Example Driver Question: 
Where do and did the wheels 

on the bus go? 

Year One Theme Four  
Theme: VOYAGES 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Gruffalo’ 
by Julia Donaldson 

 
Example Driver Question: Why 

were Christopher Columbus 
and Neil Armstrong very brave 

people? 

Year One Theme Two 
Theme: MATERIALS 

(Science focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Princess 
and The Pea’ by Lauren Child 

 

Example Driver Question: 
Which materials are best for 

everyday items? 

Year One Theme Three  
Theme: SEASONS 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Lila and the 
Secret of Rain’ by David 
Conway and Jude Daly 

 
Example Driver Question: 

Where do leaves go in winter? 

Year One Theme Five 
Theme: ANIMALS & THEIR 

HABITATS 
(Geography focus) 

 
Suggested Text: ‘Owl Babies’ 

by Martin Waddell 
 

Example Driver Question: Why 
can’t a meerkat live in the 

north pole? 

Year One Theme Six 
Theme: TOYS 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Dogger’ by 
Shirley Hughes 

 
Example Driver Question: Why 

is the Wii more fun to play with 
than Grandma and Grandad’s 

old toys? 

Year One Themes, Suggested Texts and Example Driver 

Questions 



Year Two Theme One  
Theme: OUR LOCAL AREA 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Iron Man’ 
by Ted Hughes 

 

Example Driver Question: What 
would the iron man find 
exciting about our city? 

Year Two Theme Four 
Theme: SIGNIFICANT 

INDIVIDUALS  
including artists and authors. 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Fantastic Mr 
Fox’ by Roald Dahl 

 

Example Driver Question: How 
have Rosa Parks and Nelson 

Mandela helped to make the 
world a better place? 

Year Two Theme Two 
Theme: CITIES IN THE PAST 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Claude in the 
City’ by Alex Smith 

 
Example Driver Question: What 

were the people who lived in 
London like a hundred years 

ago? 

Year Two Theme Three 
Theme: THE SEASIDE 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Little 
Mermaid’ 

 

Example Driver Question: Why 
do we love to be beside the 

seaside? 

Year Two Theme Five 
Theme: AFRICA 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘How the 
Zebra got its stripes.’ 

 
Example Driver Question: 

Where would you prefer to live: 
England or Africa? 

Year Two Theme Six 
Theme: KINGS, QUEENS & THE 

ROYAL FAMILY 
(History focus) 

 

Suggested Text: ‘The Princess and 

the White Bear King’ by Tanya 

Robyn Batt, Nicoletta Ceccoli and 

Miranda Richardson.  

 

Example Driver Question: What was 

it like when the Queen came to the 

throne in 1953? 

Year Two Themes, Suggested Texts and Example Driver 

Questions 



Year Three Theme One  
Theme: STONE AGE TO THE 

IRON AGE 
(History focus) 

 
Suggested Text: ‘Ug Boy Genius 
of the Stone Age’ by Raymond 

Briggs  

 
Example Driver Question: Who 

first lived in Britain? 

Year Three Theme Four  
Theme: ANCIENT GREECE 

(Geography and History focus) 
 

Suggested Text(s): ‘The Twelve 
Tasks of Heracles’ and 
Hercules’ (Visual text) 

 

Example Driver Question: Has 
Greece always been in the 

news 

Year Three Theme Two 
Theme: FANTASY AND REAL 

WORLDS 
(Geography focus) 

 
Suggested Text: ‘The True Story 

of the Three Little Pigs’  

 
Example Driver Question: What 

makes Earth angry? 

Year Three Theme Three  
Theme: HOLIDAYS & TRAVEL 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Cliffhanger’ 
by Jaqueline Wilson 

 
Example Driver Question: Why 

do so many people go to the 
Mediterranean for their 

holidays? 

Year Three Theme Five 
Theme: THE VICTORIANS 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Oliver Twist’ 
by Charles Dickens 

 
Example Driver Question: How 

did the Victorian period help to 
shape the London we know 

today? 

Year Three Themes, Suggested Texts and Example Driver 

Questions 

Year Three Theme Six  
Theme: RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Suggested Text: ‘Charlotte’s Web’ 

by E.B. White 

 

Example Driver Question: What 

responsibilities do we have in 

contributing positively to the lives of 

those living near and faraway? 

 



Year Four Theme One  
Theme: LEISURE & 

ENTERTAINMENT IN THE 20th 
CENTURY 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Chimney Child’ by 

Laurie Sheehan 

 

Example Driver Question: What 

would you have done after school a 

hundred years ago? 

Year Four Theme Four  
Theme: THE ROMANS 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Emperor’s 
Head. A Roman Play.’ by Julia 

Donaldson  
  

Example Driver Question: Why 
were the Romans so powerful 
and what did we learn from 

them? 

Year Four Theme Two 
Theme: NORMAN INVASION 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Outlaw’ by 
Michael Morpurgo 

 

Example Driver Question: Why 
were the Norman castles 

certainly not bouncy? 

Year Four Theme Three  
Theme: LONDON 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The London 
Eye Mystery’ by Siobhan Dowd 

 

Example Driver Question: Why 
is London such a cool place to 

live? 

Year Four Theme Five 
Theme: RIVERS 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Wind in 
the Willows’ (Visual text)  

 
Example Driver Question: Why 
is the Thames so important to 

London? 

Year Four Themes, Suggested Texts and Example Driver 

Questions 

Year Four Theme Six  
Theme: TOLERANCE AND 

HARMONY 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Voices in the 
Park’ by Anthony Browne 

 
Example Driver Question: Why 
should the differences in our 

local community be 
celebrated? 



Year Five Theme One  
Theme: WORLD WAR TWO 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Carrie’s War’ 
by Nina Bawden (use visual 

text too) 
 

Example Driver Question: How 
could Hitler have convinced a 
nation like Germany to follow 

him? 

Year Five Theme Four  
Theme: THE ANGLO-SAXONS 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Beowulf and 
the Monster’ by Brian Patten  

 
Example Driver Question: Were 

the Anglo-Saxons really 
smashing? 

 

Year Five Theme Two  
Theme: AMERICA  

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Twist of Gold’ 
by Michael Morpurgo 

 

Example Driver Question: 
What’s so special about the 

USA? 

Year Five Theme Three  
Theme: RAINFORESTS 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Great 
Kapok tree’ by Lynne Cherry 

 

Example Driver Question: Why 
should the rainforest be 

important to us all? 

Year Five Theme Five 
Theme: AFRICA IN THE PAST 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Village 
that Vanished’ by Ann 

Grifalconi 

 
Example Driver Question: How 

can we re-discover the 
wonders of Ancient Egypt? 

 

Year Five Theme Six 
Theme: RESPECT & THE LAW 

 

Suggested Text: ‘The Highwayman’ 

 

Example Driving Question: What 

impacts crime levels in our local 

area? 

Year Five Themes, Suggested Texts and Example Driver 

Questions 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=the+highwayman&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.amazon.co.uk/OXFORD-THE-HIGHWAYMAN-Alfred-Noyes/dp/0192723707&ei=Q7MKVfytO4fwaMvlgtAE&bvm=bv.88528373,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNG8S5Vs_lY17K9hF51mfOzETrlYUg&ust=1426851009930396


Year Six Theme One  
Theme: THE UNITED KINGDOM 

AND THE WIDER WORLD 
(Geography focus) 

 

Suggested Text: ‘Kensuke’s 
Kingdom’ by Michael 

Morpurgo 

 
Example Driver Question: If you 

got lost, how would you find 
your way home? 

Year Six Theme Four  
Theme: ANCIENT MAYA 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Road to El 
Dorado’ (use visual text too) 

 

Example Driver Question: Who 
were the Mayans and what 
have we learnt from them? 

Year Six Theme Two 
Theme: WATER 

(Geography focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Floodland’ by 
Marcus Sedgwick 

 

Example Driver Question: Will 
you ever see the water you 

drink again? 

Year Six Theme Three 
Theme: Vikings 

(History focus) 
 

Suggested Text: ‘The Saga of 
Erik the Viking’ by Terry Jones 

 

Example Driver Question: Were 
the Vikings always victorious 

and vicious? 

Year Six Theme Five 
Theme: MORALS, VALUES & 

BELIEFS 
 

Suggested Text: ‘Macbeth’ by 
William Shakespeare 

 
Example Driving Question: How 

might ambition cause 
devastation? 

Year Six Theme Six 
Theme: NEW DISCOVERIES 

& CHANGE 

 (including Year 7 transition) 

 

Suggested Text: ‘Skellig’ by 
David Almond 

 
Example Driver Question: Why 
does change need to occur? 

Year Six Themes, Suggested Texts and Example Driving 

Questions 
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