
 
 

Curriculum Rationale  
 

 

‘Tell me & I forget. Teach me & I remember. Involve me & I learn.’  

Benjamin Franklin 
 
 

Introduction 
At Ark Bentworth, we ‘Aim High & Achieve Together’ in everything that we do. Within our 

school, we have a strong culture of ambitious expectations that are visible in the everyday 

actions of staff, parents and pupils and that take place within a learning environment that is both 

challenging and caring.  These principles also sit  at the core of our curriculum - a curriculum 

that is underpinned by a belief that ‘education should be about broadening minds, enriching 

communities and advancing civil isation. Ultimately it is about leaving the world in a better place than 

we found it.’ (Amanda Spielman).  

 

What is our INTENT? 
The intent of our curriculum is to ensure our pupils have: a secure foundation of disciplinary 

knowledge through which we have woven skills, literature and experiences.  

 
Why the focus on knowledge? 
Our purpose as educators is to enhance the life chances of the children we teach. A knowledge-

rich curriculum with clear disciplines is beneficial for employment options for all children. We 

want our children to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with those they meet, including those from 

more ‘advantaged’ backgrounds and so we must expose them to knowledge in the same way. An 

advantage that lies within selective and private schools  is the curriculum and in addition, we 

know that a competency-based focus can actually damage the employment opportunities of 

disadvantaged children.  

 

Another reason for the focus on knowledge is that the ability to join in with and understand 

common cultural conversation is essential for functioning within society. However, you cannot 

engage in conversation with those around you if you do not have the required knowledge of the 

topic and therefore we must provide this valued cultural knowledge – we cannot assume our 

pupils will access it in any other way.  

 

Finally, the nature of knowledge is why it is a driving factor within our curriculum. Knowledge is 

an essential tool for understanding, engaging with and purposefully changing the world within 

which our pupils live.  

 

How do skills link? 
Skills developed at Ark Bentworth fall into two different categories. There are ‘subject specific 

skills’ such as historical enquiry, use of a timeline and mapping skills. There are also then 

‘transferable skills’ which can be applied to a r ange of disciplines such as discussion, research 

and debate.   

 

Within our curriculum, once there is a secure knowledge base, pupils learn to apply what they 

already know to: explore new ideas; make links between ideas they already have; debate topics; 

question knowledge from a range of different sources and investigat e the validity of information 

they come across.  

 

 



 
Why is a literature spine important? 
At Ark Bentworth, we have a carefully planned spine of both fiction and non -fiction books which 

tie in to our overarching themes. This is to ensure our pupils have access to a variety of quality 

texts, taught with a structures approaching to develop language, understandin g and sheer 

enjoyment of a good book.  

 

We believe that unlocking a child’s ability desire and passion for reading is central to Primary 

education but that for many of our pupils, the ability to comprehend and make sense of plots, 

sub-plots and nuance within a text can be impaired by their experience and understanding of the 

world. Therefore, when studying the Ancient Greeks in History, they will read fiction and non -

fiction texts linked to and about the Ancient Greeks so that they can make links between th eir 

learning and use their knowledge to unpick the texts at a much greater depth.  

 

Why do our pupils need experiences? 
We cannot assume that our pupils will all have access to the same experiences and therefore we 

must ensure that we are providing them – each half term, our pupils will take part in at least 

one planned experience linked to the curriculum.  

 

These experiences intend to provide a meaningful context to learning and intend to bring 

‘learning to life’ for the pupils and allow them to make furth er links in their knowledge. Through 

these experiences, children are also able to develop key life skills such as: how to use transport 

systems; how to plan journeys; how to interact with others and how to conduct themselves in 

public.  

 

How is our curriculum IMPLEMENTED? 
The Ark Bentworth Curriculum has not been designed as a rigid structure that teachers must 

adhere to in its entirety but rather as a framework of suggested content ready to be moulded 

and shaped by teachers and pupils alike. The knowledge base is key in terms of delivery but how 

this knowledge is explored and is extended upon is very much reflective of individual cohorts. 

The shifting demographic of our pupils has further highlighted the necessity of having a 

responsive curriculum in place, which responds to pupils individual starting points and existing 

knowledge. The curriculum is therefore a continually evolving document.  

 

To support with the implementation of our curriculum, teachers have access to:  long term plans 

for all subject disciplines; a literature spine of texts linking to the overarching theme; a driving 

question for the theme; expectations for knowledge coverage and expectations for skills 

coverage. From these, medium and weekly planned are written and delivered alongside suggested 

home learning tasks.  

 

How do we measure IMPACT? 
Impact of the Ark Bentworth Curriculum will be measured by evaluating both qualitative and 

quantitative data. Attainment and progress through the curriculum will be  monitored closely, 

and qualitative data will be collected from pupils and teachers to support in continuous 

refinement.  

 

The impact will be measured in how the children respond to their driving question each half 

term; pulling together their knowledge from multiple disciplines and experiences. It will also be 

measured by monitoring of progress against subject specific targets in the front of books and 

through learning dialogues where children have an opportunity to discuss their knowledge and 

understanding. The impact will also be seen in whole school assessment data because, if 

successfully implemented, our intentions will positively influence this data. 

 

 


