
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Animals 

Nursery Spring One 

 

Understanding the World 

Young children learn through experience. When you are out 
and about with your child in the local area talk about the 
things around you, for example:   

 Stop and look at the ducks in the pond, point out how 
they dive into the water, how they eat, what their families 
look like.  

 Get some fact books from the library on your child’s 
favourite animal.. 

 

Literacy 

Experiencing a wide range of books at 

an early age helps to develop a lifelong 

love of reading. Why not visit the local 

library (located at the Westfield 

Shopping Centre) and pick some up.  

Here are some of the books we will be 

using: 

The Tiger Who Came To Tea by 

Judith Kerr. 

Polar Bear, Polar, Bear by Eric Carle 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Eric 

Carle 

Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell 

Physical Development 

 To help your child as they work on learning to write their 
name encourage them to draw lots of lines and circle 
shapes in lots of different contexts, for example, in the 
bubbles in the bath, using a twig in the mud, when they 
paint, when they draw on paper. 
 

 To support and extend the gross motor experiences the 
children are getting in school why not take a ball to the 
park and have a ‘kick around’ or play ‘throwing and 
catching’ with your child. 

 

 Encourage your child to be more independent at home 
by, for example, dressing themselves, putting on their 
own coat and shoes, eating without help. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Continue to play lots of turn taking games 
with your child – remember to use the 
words, “my turn,” and “your turn,” to 
reinforce vocabulary being used at school 
 

 Talk to your child about their day and your 
day each evening, tell your child about your 
experiences – if you work talk to your child 
about your job or what you did at college.  
Ask your child about their learning and what 
they did at nursery. 

 

Mathematics 

 To help your child with their number 
recognition perhaps you could go on a 
number hunt - numbers are 
everywhere in the environment count 
the birds in the park, on doors, on 
telephones, on TV remote controls, on 
food packaging – the possibilities are 
endless. E.g when we look at animals 
we will be counting their number of 
legs. 

 Engage in shape hunts when out 
shopping – what shapes can you and 
your child find?  Can you find any 
unusual shapes?  Help your child to 
name the different shapes. 

 Singing number rhymes is a great way 
for children to learn about numbers: 

 

Five Little Monkeys 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhODBFQ2-
bQ&safe=active 

 

 

Communication and Language 

Talking with your child everyday could not be more important. 

 When you are out and about talk to your child about the different animals you 
might see – cats, dogs, birds, fish – the possibilities are endless! Research 
shows children who have lots of opportunities to talk develop a wider and more 
varied vocabulary.   

 Discuss the different stories with your child.  Help your child to retell the stories 
by asking who, when, why and what questions.  If you speak another language 
at home this talk does not have to be in English, talk in your home language is 
just as valuable.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Songs and nursery rhymes are an excellent way for children to 
acquire language and develop creativity. These links are to 
songs or fact files related to our topic of “Animals”: 

Animals, Animals | Baby Shark and More: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Huzsvfs4oG8 

Arctic Facts: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kA-_aro3lI 
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