
 

Challenge Curriculum 
 

Our Challenge Curriculum question for this half term 
is ‘Would you prefer to live in Kenya or London?’ 
The lessons will cover the following: 
 
Geography 
Our place in the world – my home, borough, city, 
country, continent. The geography of Kenya and the 
different types of landscape. Comparing these 
aspects of London to Kenya. 
 
History 
Looking at the history of London and the different 
people who have settled in the country over many 
years and comparing these to Kenya. 
 
Art 
Looking at and making African print collages, animal 
silhouettes and African drums  
 

 

Literacy 
 
Writing 
In literacy we are following the ‘Talk for Writing’ 
approach. This approach has three stages; 
imitation, innovation and invention. In the 
imitation stage, the children learn a text off by 
heart, using actions, before they then see the 
text written down. They then move onto changes 
parts of the story to explore how writers make 
choices and additions to their initial ideas before 
moving onto writing their own version of the 
original text. This half term, our fiction text is 
‘How the World was Made’ and our non-fiction 
text is instructions on how to make an African 
drum.  
 
Reading 
In guided reading, we are focussing on the text 
‘How the Zebra got its stripes’. During guided 
reading sessions, the focus will be on 
comprehension rather than simply reading. The 
children will delve into the text and begin to 
predict as well as answer basic retrieval 
questions and more complex inference and 

Sports, Health and Fitness 
 
Children will take part in a carrousel of activities 
each Tuesday – please ensure they come to 
school wearing their full P.E. kit. This half term 
children are looking at ‘The Body’ in health, 
‘Boxercise’ in fitness and ‘Throwing and 
Catching’ in sport. 

 

Maths 
 

At Ark Bentworth we follow the Maths Mastery 
approach when teaching numeracy. This approach 
focusses heavily on the number aspect of 
mathematics and aims to ensure that children have a 
good depth of knowledge on one topic before moving 
onto the next. Pupils are encouraged to have a deep 
mathematical understanding, to develop 
mathematical thinking inside and outside of the 
classroom and to use mathematical language and 
full sentence answers throughout their maths 
learning.  
 
This half term we will be covering: 
 

 Numbers within 100 

 Adding and subtracting 2-digit numbers 

 Addition and subtraction word problems 
 

How to help your child’s learning 
 
The best way to help your child at home is 
to listen to them read every day. It is 
important though that you not only listen, 
but also ask them questions about what 
they are reading. Begin with a simple re-
telling of what they have read but then ask 
questions. ‘Why?’ and ‘How do you know?’ 
questions encourage children to think more 
deeply about what they have read and will 
tell you whether or not they have 
understood. Your child will also bring home 
weekly spellings so please practise these 
with them too. 
A child in Year 2 is also expected to know 
their 2, 5 and 10 times tables as well as 
securely understanding the difference 
between odd and even numbers. Please 
practise these with your child at home. 
Buying your child an analogue watch and 
encouraging them to tell the time is also a 
brilliant way to prepare them for school. 
Other ways you can help with your child’s 
learning are to ensure they turn up to 
school with the correct uniform having had 
a restful night’s sleep. 

Year 2   
 Curriculum Map 

Autumn 1 

Science 
 
In science, we are focussing on ‘Living things 
and their habitat’. In this topic, children are 
investigating different habitats for animals. 


