
 

Art and Design Progression 
 

Art and Design in the National Curriculum 

The National Curriculum for Art and Design aims to ensure that all pupils: 
• Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

• Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, crat and design techniques  

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

• Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.  

In Key Stage 1, pupils should be taught: 

• To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.  

• To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination. 

• To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. 

• About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 

making links to their own work. 

In Key Stage 2 pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, 

experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. They should be taught: 

• To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

• To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials (for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay). 

• About great artists, architects and designers in history. 

Art and Design at Ark Bentworth 

At Ark Bentworth, we recognise that a high-quality Art and Design Curriculum should stimulate imaginations, inspire and engage pupils and instil an 

appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts. The curriculum develops the creativity of pupils by providing them with a knowledge and understanding of the 

work of great artists alongside providing them with the skills needed to experiment, invent and create with confidence across a range of art forms. Throughout 

their time at Ark Bentworth, pupils explore ideas and meanings in art through building an awareness and understanding of the visual and tactile elements 

found within it. These include shape, line, colour, pattern, form and space. Pupils learn about the roles and functions of art, meaning they are able to explore 

the impact is has had and continues to have on life in different periods and across different cultures.  

• Year 1: Drawing (Barbara Walker), Sculpture (Alberto Giacometti), Painting and Colour Theory (Wassily Kandinsky) 

• Year 2: Collage (Henri Matisse), Painting and Drawing (Henri Rousseau), Printing (Esther Mahlangu) 

• Year 3: Painting (Lascaux Caves), Drawing (Paul Cezzane), Sculpture and Painting (Greek Pottery) 

• Year 4: Collage (Roman Mosaic), Printing (William Morris), Painting and Drawing (Frida Kahlo) 

• Year 5: Drawing (Van Gogh), Sculpture and Painting (Yayoi Kusama), Printing (Islamic Geometric Patterns) 

• Year 6: Drawing (Stephen Wiltshire), Collage (Hannah Hoch), Painting (Pop Artists) 



 
The units are organised to that pupils are building on their knowledge and skills in drawing and painting each year and are building on their knowledge and 

skills in sculpture, collage and printing once in each two-year cycle. Knowledge and understanding between units is applied and 'kept alive' through the 

revisiting, discussion and application of the formal elements of art and through the continued use of sketchbooks to record and develop ideas. Where 

appropriate, in order to provide a holistic learning experience for our pupils, the art curriculum makes links with history, science and geography. However, 

this will never be at the expense of art as a subject in its own right. 

 

Progression in Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Nursery  

Pupils can make marks 
on  different surfaces 
using drawing tools. 

Pupils can hold a 
drawing tool and use it 
with some control.  

Pupils can use lines to 
make shapes with some 
level of control. 

Reception 

Pupils can hold a 
drawing tool and use it 
with increasing control 
and the correct grip. 

Pupils can create 
shapes using lines that 
clearly represent 
objects.  

Pupils can apply 
different amounts of 
pressure to a drawing 
tool to create different 
outcomes.   

ELG – Creating with 
Materials: Pupils can 
safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 
experimenting with 

Pupils communicate 
something about 
themselves in their 
drawing. 

Pupils can explore 
moods in in their own 
drawings.  

Pupils can draw with 
pencil and crayon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils can use a 
viewfinder to focus on a 
specific part of an 
image before drawing 
it.  

Pupils can use three 
different grades of 
pencil in their drawing. 

Pupils are beginning to 
use pencil to show 
areas of light and dark.  

 

Pupils can write an 
explanation of their 
drawings.  

Pupils can identify and 
draw simple objects.  

Pupils can draw using 
pastels.  

Pupils can use different 
grades of pencil to 
show light and dark 
tones and texture.  

Pupils are beginning to 
show pattern in their 
drawings.  

Pupils can use a 
viewfinder to focus on a 
certain aspect of an 
artefact before drawing 
it.  

Pupils are beginning to 
show facial expressions 
in their drawings.  

Pupils can confidently 
draw simple objects 
with pattern and 
texture.  

Pupils can explain why 
they have chosen 
specific objects to 
draw. 

 

Pupils can successfully 
use marks and lines to 
produce realistic 
textures.  

Pupils use colour and 
shading to create mood 
and feeling.  

Pupils can show 
movement in their 
drawings.  

Pupils can draw with 
oil pastels.  

Pupils can explain why 
and how they have 
chosen specific drawing 
techniques.  

 

Pupils can develop 
quick studies from 
observation, returning 
to each to improve 
accuracy/detail.  

Pupils convey tonal 
qualities, showing good 
understanding of light 
and dark on form. 

Can select, use and 
manipulate a range of 
drawing tools. 

Pupils can use at least 
four different grades of 
pencil.  

Pupils can use 
charcoal.  

Pupils can show 
reflections in a 
drawing. 

 

 

 



 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function.  
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Nursery  

Pupils can make marks 
on different surfaces 
using painting tools. 

Pupils can hold a 
painting tool and use it 
with some control.  

Pupils can move paint 
on a surface using 
brush strokes.  

Pupils know that 
colours can be mixed to 
make new colours.  

Reception:  

Pupils can hold a 
painting tool and use it 
with increasing control 
and the correct grip. 

Pupils can paint shapes 
and lines that clearly 
represent objects.  

Pupils can apply some 
knowledge of colour 
mixing when painting.  

ELG – Creating with 
Materials: Pupils can 
safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function.  

 

Pupils can 
communicate 
something about 
themselves in their 
painting. 

Pupils can create 
moods in their 
painting.  

Pupils can choose to 
use thick and thin 
brushes as appropriate. 

Pupils can name the 
primary and secondary 
colours.  

Pupils can mix paint to 
create all of the 
secondary colours. 

 

 

 

 

Pupils can create a 
background using a 
wash.  

Pupils can mix and 
match colours and 
predict the outcomes.  

Pupils can mix their 
own brown.  

Pupils can make tints 
by adding white and 
can make tones by 
adding black. 

 

 

 

Pupils can predict with 
accuracy the colours 
they mix.  

Pupils can create all of 
the colours they need.  

Pupils know where 
each of the primary and 
secondary colours sits 
on a colour wheel.  

Pupils can use a range 
of brushes to create 
different effects. 

Pupils can create mood 
in their paintings.  

Pupils can express 
themselves and their 
emotions in their 
painting and sketches.  

Pupils use colour to 
create mood and 
feeling. 

Pupils can confidently 
create all of the colours 
they need. 

Pupils can use paint as 
a form of expression. 

Pupils can use paint to 
represent something 
imagined and abstract.  

 

Pupils can create 
different effects using a 
variety of tools and 
techniques such as 
dots, splashes and 
applying paint in 
layers.  

Pupils can apply colour 
and use techniques to 
express mood or 
emotion. 
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Nursery and 
Reception:  

Pupils can apply paint 
to an object and print 
with it.  

Pupils can make 
rubbings from textured 
surfaces.  

Pupils can create a 
piece of artwork 
through printing.  

ELG – Creating with 
Materials: Pupils can 
safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function.  

 

 Pupils can print with 
sponges, vegetables 
and fruit.  

Pupils can print onto 
paper.  

Pupils can create a 
repeating pattern.  

Pupils can print using 
different colours.  

 

 

 Pupils can create a 
printing block.  

Pupils can create a 
print using a least two 
different colours.  

Pupils can create an 
accurate print design.  

Pupils can print onto 
fabric.  

Pupils can create a 
print based on the work 
of an artist or designer. 

 

Pupils can create a 
print using multiple 
colours.  

Pupils can create an 
accurate print design 
that meets a criteria.  

Pupils can overprint 
using different colours.  

Pupils can confidently 
use the reduction 
method when printing 
with lino.  

Pupils explore positive 
and negative space. 
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Nursery and 
Reception: 

Pupils can hold scissors 
to cut materials with 
some accuracy and can 
tear paper into strips 
and simple shapes.  

Pupils can talk about 
materials according to 
colour and/or texture.  

Pupils know that 
materials can be 
organised into a 
desired shape.  

ELG – Creating with 
Materials: Pupils can 
safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function.  

 Pupils can cut and tear 
paper and card for 
their collages.  

Pupils can gather and 
sort materials. 

Pupils can use different 
materials in collage and 
explain why.  

Pupils can create 
individual and group 
collages.  

 

 

 

 Pupils can use repeated 
patterns in collage. 

Pupils can cut paper 
accurately. 

Pupils can experiment 
using different colours.  

Pupils can create a 
mosaic using ceramic 
tiles.  

 

 Pupils combine visual 
and tactile qualities.  

Pupils can express 
mood and emotion 
through collage.  

Pupils can justify the 
materials and images 
they have chosen.  

Pupils can overlap 
materials. 

Pupils can create 
artwork with meaning 
that can be interpreted 
by the audience. 
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Nursery and Reception:  

Pupils can create 
simple shapes with 
materials such as 
dough.  

Pupils can combine 
boxes and other found 
materials to create junk 
models.  

ELG – Creating with 
Materials: Pupils can 
safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function.  

 

Pupils can make 
different kinds of 
shapes.  

Pupils can shape 
materials such a clay.  

Pupils can add texture 
using tools.  

 

 Pupils can make a clay 
pot.  

Pupils can sculpt clay.  

Pupils can work with 
life size materials.  

Pupils can add line, 
shape and texture to 
their work. 

 

 

 

 

 Pupils experiment with 
and combine different 
materials to make a 3D 
form. 

Pupils can sculpt 
mouldable materials.  

Pupils can create work 
which is open to 
interpretation by the 
audience. 

Pupils include visual 
and tactile elements. 
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Nursery and 
Reception: 

Pupils have explored 
the work of some 
artists.  

Pupils have talked 
about what they can 
see in some pieces of 
artwork. 

Pupils can describe 
what they see and like 
in the work of another 
artist.  

Pupils can ask 
questions about a piece 
of art. 

Pupils can link colours 
to natural objects.  

Pupils can say how 
other artists have used 
the formal elements.  

Pupils can create a 
piece of work in 
response to another 
artist’s work. 

Pupils can ask sensible 
questions about a piece 
of art.  

 

Pupils can explore 
work from other 
periods of time. 

Pupils can explore 
work from other 
cultures.  

Pupils are beginning to 
understand the 
viewpoints of artists by 
considering how the 
artist might be feeling 
and what the artist is 
trying to express in 
their work. 

Pupils can explain art 
from other periods of 
history.  

Pupils can experiment 
with the style of 
another artist.  

Pupils can explain an 
art movement. 

Pupils can experiment 
with and explain the 
style of an artist.  

Pupils can compare one 
art movement to 
another.  

Pupils can learn about 
the work of others by 
looking at their work in 
books, the internet and 
other sources of 
information. 

 

Pupils can explain what 
or who their work is 
influenced by. 

Pupils can explain 
which elements of their 
work are influenced by 
other artists and which 
are their own style and 
ideas.  

Pupils can analyse and 
compare the work of 
multiple artists.  

Pupils can compare the 
work of different artists 
from the same art 
period. 



 

 

Unit Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  

         Year 1 

 Self-Portraits 

Drawing  

Clay Animals 

Sculpture 

Colour Theory 

Painting  
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Across EYFS: Pupils had open access to drawing 
materials. Teachers supported pupils in developing 
their fine motor control and the shape and form of 
their artwork. 

EYFS, Who am I? Pupils used mirrors and 
selected their own media to create self-portraits. 
Pupils looked at the artwork of other artists who 
have created self-portraits – Frida Kahlo, Vincent 
Van Gogh and Giuseppe Arcimboldo.  

Across EYFS: Pupils had opportunities to explore 
with play dough and air-drying clay. Pupils also 
created mud sculptures in the mud kitchen.  

Year 1, Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils 
developed their drawing skills and these should be 
applied to pupils’ sketches of their sculptures. Pupils 
were also asked to describe what they can see and 
like in the work of another artist. 

 

Across EYFS: Pupils had the opportunity to mix 
paint and observe colour change. They also learnt 
the names of the colours. Pupils had the opportunity 
to paint with brushes of different thickness and 
other painting tools e.g. rollers.  

Year 1, Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils 
produced self-portraits of their physical selves but as 
part of this unit, they think about themselves again 
but in colours. Pupils also encountered the formal 
elements of line, shape and colour. 
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ELG – Creating with 
Materials: Pupils can 
share their creations, 
explaining the process 
they have used (not 
recorded – verbal 
only).  

Pupils can record what 
they like and dislike 
about artwork in their 
sketchbooks. 

Pupils can plan their 
own pieces of artwork.  

Pupils can demonstrate 
their ideas in their 
sketchbooks. 

Pupils can annotate 
their ideas in their 
sketchbooks. 

Pupils can suggest 
improvements to their 
work by keeping notes 
in their sketch books. 

Pupils can use their 
sketches to produce a 
final piece of work.  

Pupils can use their 
sketchbooks to express 
feelings about a subject 
and describe 
likes/dislikes.  

 

 

Pupils can use their 
sketchbooks to record 
and adapt ideas. 

Pupils can use their 
sketchbooks to express 
their feelings about 
various subjects and 
outline their likes and 
dislikes.  

Pupils use their 
sketchbooks to keep 
notes about the 
purpose of their work. 

Pupils can use their 
sketchbooks to produce 
a montage all about 
themselves. 

 

Pupils keep notes in 
their sketchbooks as to 
how they might 
develop their work 
further.  

Pupils use their 
sketchbooks to 
compare and discuss 
ideas with others. 

Pupils keep detailed 
notes in their 
sketchbooks to explain 
their work and choices.  

Pupils use their 
sketchbooks to 
compare and discuss 
ideas with others – 
adapting and refining 
their work based on 
feedback.  

Pupils can select a view 
and use a viewfinder to 
record what is in the 
frame and compile and 
develop several studies 
as visual evidence for a 
purpose. 
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Barbara Walker: 

 

Alberto Giacometti:  Wassily Kandinsky: 

Barbara Walker MBE (born Birmingham) is a British 
artist who lives and works in Birmingham. She is 
known for large figurative drawings and paintings, 
often drawn directly onto the walls of the gallery. 

Alberto Giacometti (1901 – 1966) was a Swiss 
sculptor, painter and printmaker. He was one of the 
most important sculptors of the 20th century and his 
work was influenced by cubism and surrealism. 

Wassily Kandinsky (1866 – 1944) was a Russian 
painter and art theorist. Kandinsky is generally 
credited as the pioneer of abstract art. Kandinsky 
began painting studies at the age of 30. 
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Drawing skills in this unit: 

Pupils communicate something about themselves in 
their drawing. 

Pupils can explore moods in in their own drawings.  

Pupils can draw with pencil and crayon. 

Sculpture skills in this unit: 

Pupils can make different kinds of shapes.  

Pupils can shape materials such as clay.  

Pupils can add texture using tools.  

Painting skills in this unit: 

Pupils can communicate something about 
themselves in their painting. 

Pupils can create moods in their painting.  

Pupils can choose to use thick and thin brushes as 
appropriate. 

Pupils can name the primary and secondary colours.  

Pupils can mix paint to create all of the secondary 
colours.  
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 Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can describe what they see in the work of 
another artist.  

Pupils can describe what they like and dislike in the 
work of another artist.  

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can describe what they see in the work of 
another artist.  

Pupils can describe what they like and dislike in the 
work of another artist. 

Pupils can ask questions about a piece of art.  

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can describe what they see in the work of 
another artist.  

Pupils can describe what they like and dislike in the 
work of another artist. 

Pupils can ask questions about a piece of art. 
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 Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can plan their own pieces of artwork. 

  

Sketchbook skills unit this unit:  

Pupils can record what they like and dislike about 
artwork in their sketchbooks. 

Pupils can record what they see in the work of 
another artist in their sketchbooks. 

Pupils can plan their own pieces of artwork. 

Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can record what they like and dislike about 
artwork in their sketchbooks. 

Pupils can record what they see in the work of 
another artist in their sketchbooks. 

Pupils can plan their own pieces of artwork. 
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Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Colour  

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Form 

• Texture 
 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Colour 



 

         Year 2 

 Great Fire  

Collage and Painting 

Animals and Habitats 

Painting and Drawing  

Colours and Shapes  

Printing  
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Across EYFS: Pupils had open access to glue and 
materials they could use to decorate and collage.  

Year 1, Colour Theory (painting): pupils 
developed their painting skills including their ability 
to mix colours and their use of different brushes for 
different purposes. Pupils also considered how 
colours can represent feeling and emotion. 

Year 1 Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils 
developed their drawing skills and these should be 
applied to their drawings of animals and habitats. 

Year 1, Colour Theory (painting): pupils 
developed their painting skills including their ability 
to mix colours and their use of different brushes for 
different purposes. 

Across EYFS: Pupils had the opportunity to print 
with vegetables and fruit.  

Year 1, Colour Theory (painting) and Year 2, 
Landscapes (painting and drawing): pupils can 
identify both primary and secondary colours, can 
mix their own secondary colours, can make tints of 
colours by adding white, can make tones of colours 
by adding black and can mix their own browns.  
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Henri Matisse: 

 

Henri Rousseau:  Esther Mahlangu: 

 

Henri Matisse (1869 – 1954) was a French artist, 
known for both his use of colour and his fluid and 
original work. Matisse is regarded, along with Pablo 
Picasso, as one of the artists who best helped to 
define developments in the visual arts. 

Henri Rousseau (1844 – 1910) was a French Post-
Impressionist painter in the Naive or Primitive 
manner. Ridiculed during his life, he came to be 
recognized as a self-taught genius whose works are 
of high artistic quality. 

Esther Malangu (born 1935) is a South African artist 
from the Ndebele nation. She is known for her bold 
large-scale contemporary paintings that reference 
her Ndebele heritage. Esther Mahlangu was 
conferred with an honorary doctorrate in 2018. 
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Collage skills in this unit: 

Pupils can cut and tear paper and card for collages.  

Pupils can gather and sort materials they need.  

Pupils can use different kinds of materials in their 
collage and explain why.  

Pupils can create individual and group collages. 

Painting skills in this unit: 

Pupils can create a background using a wash.  

Pupils can mix/match colours and predict outcomes. 

Drawing skills in this unit: 

Pupils can use a viewfinder to focus on a specific part 
of an image before drawing it.  

Pupils can use three different grades of pencil. 

Pupils can use pencil to show areas of light and dark.  

Painting skills in this unit: 

Pupils can mix/match colours and predict outcomes.  

Pupils can mix their own brown.  

Pupils can make tints/tones by adding white/black. 

Printing skills in this unit: 

Pupils can print onto paper with sponges, vegetables 
and fruit.  

Pupils can create a repeating pattern.  

Pupils can print using different colours.  

Pupils can create their own relief block. 
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 Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can ask sensible questions about artwork.  

Pupils can say how an artist has used formal 
elements.  

 

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can link colours to natural objects.  

Pupils can say how other artists have used the formal 
elements.  

Pupils can create a piece of work in response to 
another artist’s work. 

Pupils can ask sensible questions about artwork.  

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can say how other artists have used the formal 
elements.  

Pupils can create a piece of work in response to 
another artist’s work. 

Pupils can ask sensible questions about artwork. 
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 Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can write a response to another piece of 
artwork in their sketchbooks.  

Pupils can demonstrate their ideas for their own 
pieces of art in their sketchbooks.  

 

Sketchbook skills unit this unit:  

Pupils can write a response to another piece of 
artwork in their sketchbooks.  

Pupils can demonstrate their ideas for their own 
pieces of art in their sketchbooks. 

Pupils can annotate their ideas for their own pieces 
of art in their sketchbooks.  

Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can write a response to another piece of 
artwork in their sketchbooks.  

Pupils can demonstrate their ideas for their own 
pieces of art in their sketchbooks. 

Pupils can annotate their ideas for their own pieces 
of art in their sketchbooks. 
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Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Form 

• Texture 

• Colour  
 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Colour 

• Texture 

• Space  
 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Colour 

• Pattern 

• Space 

         Year 3 

 Cave Paintings 

Painting 

Still Life 

Drawing  

Greek Pottery 

Sculpture and Painting 
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Year 1, Colour Theory (painting) and Year 2, 
Landscapes (painting and drawing): pupils can 
identify both primary and secondary colours, can 
mix their own secondary colours, can make tints of 
colours by adding white, can make tones of colours 
by adding black and can mix their own browns.   

 

EYFS, How do things change over time? Pupils 
observed and painted a plant or flower.  

Year 1, Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils 
developed their drawing skills – they are able to 
draw lines and shapes with pencil and crayon. They 
are also beginning to understand proportion.  

Year 2, Animals and Habitats (painting and 
drawing): pupils are able to use three different 
grades of pencil in a drawing and are beginning to 
understand how to show areas of light and dark. 
They developed their understanding of how lines can 
make different shapes. 

Year 1, Clay Animals (sculpture): pupils are 
able to shape clay and add texture to clay using a 
range of different tools. Pupils understand that clay 
requires a structure in order to ‘stand’.  

Year 1, Colour Theory (painting) and Year 2, 
Animals and Habitats (painting and 
drawing): pupils can identify both primary and 

secondary colours, can mix their own secondary 
colours, can make tints of colours by adding white, 
can make tones of colours by adding black and can 
mix their own browns.   

 



 
 

  Year 3, Cave Paintings (painting): pupils can 
predict with accuracy the colours they mix and can 
mix all of the colours they need. They are able to use 
a range of brushes for different effects. Pupils also 
studied art from a historical period in this unit. 
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Lascaux Caves: 

 

Paul Cezanne:  

 

Traditional Greek: 

 

Lascaux is a complex of caves in France. Over 600 
parietal wall paintings cover the walls and ceilings of 
the cave. The paintings represent primarily large 
animals, typical local fauna that correspond with the 
fossil record of the Upper Paleolithic in the area.  

Paul Cezanne (1839 – 1906) was a French artist 
and Post-Impressionist painter. Cezanne is said to 
have formed the bridge between late 19th-
century Impressionism and the early 20th century's 
new line of artistic enquiry, Cubism.  

The most familiar aspect of ancient Greek pottery is 
painted vessels of fine quality. Few examples 
of ancient Greek painting have survived so the 
pottery is the best guide we have to the customary 
life and mind of the ancient Greeks. 
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Painting skills in this unit: 

Pupils can predict with accuracy the colours they 
mix.  

Pupils can create all of the colours they need.  

Pupils know where each of the primary and 
secondary colours sit on a colour wheel.  

Pupils can use a range of brushes to create different 
effects.  

Pupils can add materials to paint to add texture.  

 

Drawing skills in this unit: 

Pupils can write an explanation of their drawings.  

Pupils can identify and draw simple objects.  

Pupils can draw using pastels.  

Pupils can use different grades of pencil to show 
light and dark tones. 

Pupils are beginning to show pattern and texture in 
their drawings.  

Pupils can use a viewfinder to focus on a certain 
aspect of an artefact before drawing it.  

Sculpture skills in this unit: 

Pupils can sculpt clay and make a clay pot.  

Pupils can work with life size materials.  

Pupils can add line, shape and texture to their work. 

Painting skills in this unit: 

Pupils can predict with accuracy the colours that 
they mix.  

Pupils can use a range of different brushes to create 
effects. 
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 Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explore work from other periods of time. 

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explore work from other periods of time. 

Pupils are beginning to understand the viewpoints of 
artists by considering how the artist might be feeling 
and what the artist is trying to express in their work. 

 

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explore work from other periods of time. 

Pupils can explore work from other cultures.  
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 Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can suggest improvements to their work by 
keeping notes in their sketch books. 

Pupils can use their sketches to produce a final piece 
of work.  

 

Sketchbook skills unit this unit:  

Pupils can use their sketchbooks to express feelings 
about a subject and describe likes/dislikes.  

Pupils can suggest improvements to their work by 
keeping notes in their sketchbooks.  

 

Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can write a response to another piece of 
artwork in their sketchbooks.  

Pupils can demonstrate their ideas for their own 
pieces of art in their sketchbooks. 

Pupils can annotate their ideas for their own pieces 
of art in their sketchbooks. 

F
o

r
m

a
l 

E
le

m
e

n
ts

 Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Colour  

• Texture 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Colour  

• Pattern  

• Texture  

• Space 

 

 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line  

• Shape 

• Texture  

• Colour 

• Pattern  

• Form  
 

         Year 4 

 Roman Mosaic 

Collage 

Patterns in Nature 

Printing 

Self-Portraits 

Painting and Drawing 

P
r

io
r

 K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 

Year 2, Great Fire (collage): pupils know what 
collage is and have created their own collages using a 
range of colours and materials.  

Year 3 Greek Pottery, (sculpture and 
painting): pupils have studied and recreated 
repeated patterns from existing artwork. 

 

Year 1, Colour Theory (painting) and Year 2, 
Animals and Habitats (painting and 
drawing): pupils can identify both primary and 
secondary colours, can mix their own secondary 
colours, can make tints of colours by adding white, 
can make tones of colours by adding black and can 
mix their own browns.   

Year 2, Colours and Shapes (printing): pupils 
know what printing is and have experienced printing 
with sponges, fruit and different shapes. Pupils have 
also experienced creating a print by pushing a design 
into a polystyrene tile. 

Year 3, Cave Paintings (painting) and Year 3, 
Greek Pottery (sculpture and painting): pupils 
can predict with accuracy the colours they mix and 
can mix all of the colours they need. They are able to 
use a range of brushes for different effects. Pupils 
also studied art from a historical period in this unit. 

Year 1 Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils 
developed their drawing skills – they are able to 
draw lines and shapes with pencil and crayon. They 
are also beginning to understand proportion.  

Year 1, Colour Theory (painting) and Year 2, 
Animals and Habitats (painting and 
drawing): in painting, pupils can identify both 
primary and secondary colours, can mix their own 
secondary colours, can make tints of colours by 
adding white, can make tones of colours by adding 
black and can mix their own browns.  In drawing, 
pupils are able to use three different grades of pencil 
in a drawing and are beginning to understand how to 
show areas of light and dark. They developed their 
understanding of how lines can make different 
shapes. 

Year 3, Cave Paintings (painting) and Year 3, 
Greek Pottery (sculpture and painting): pupils 
can predict with accuracy the colours they mix and 



 
 

   can mix all of the colours they need. They are able to 
use a range of brushes for different effects. Pupils 
also studied art from a historical period in this unit. 

Year 3, Still Life (drawing): pupils are able to 
identify and draw simple objects that are in front of 
them. They can use different grades of pencil to 
show dark and light tones and are beginning to show 
pattern and texture in their drawings. Pupils can also 
draw using pastel. 
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Lullingstone Roman Villa: 

 

William Morris:  

 

Frida Kahlo: 

 

Roman mosaic was made throughout the Roman 
Republic and later Empire. Mosaics were used in a 
variety of private and public buildings, on both 
floors and walls and often included famous figures 
from history and mythology. 

William Morris (1834 – 1896) was a British textile 
designer, poet, novelist, translator and socialist 
activist associated with the British Arts and Crafts 
Movement. He was a major contributor to the revival 
of traditional British textile arts. 

Frida Kahlo (1907 – 1954) was a Mexican painter 
known for her many portraits, self-portraits, and 
works inspired by the nature and artifacts of Mexico. 
She explored questions of identity, postcolonialism, 
gender, class, and race in Mexican society. 

C
o

r
e

 S
k

il
ls

 

Collage skills in this unit: 

Pupils can use repeated patterns in collage. 

Pupils can cut paper accurately. 

Pupils can experiment using different colours.  

Pupils can create a mosaic using ceramic tiles.  

 

Printing skills in this unit: 

Pupils can create a printing block.  

Pupils can create a print using at least two colours.  

Pupils can create an accurate print design.  

Pupils can print onto fabric.  

 

Painting skills in this unit: 

Pupils can create mood in their paintings.  

Pupils can express themselves and their emotions in 
their painting and sketches.  

Pupils use colour to create mood and feeling. 

Pupils can confidently create the colours they need.  

Drawing skills in this unit: 

Pupils are beginning to show facial expressions in 
their drawings.  

Pupils can draw simple objects with pattern and 
texture.  

Pupils can explain why they have chosen specific 
objects to draw. 



 
A

r
t 

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explain art from other periods of history.  

 

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explain art from other periods of history.  

Pupils can experiment with the style of another 
artist.  

 

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explain art from other periods of history.  

Pupils can experiment with the style of another 
artist.  

Pupils can explain an art movement. 
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Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can use their sketchbooks to record and adapt 
their own ideas.  

Pupils can use their sketchbooks to express their 
feelings about various subjects and outline their likes 
and dislikes.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to keep notes about the 
purpose of their work. 

Sketchbook skills unit this unit:  

Pupils can use their sketchbooks to record and adapt 
ideas. 

Pupils can use their sketchbooks to express their 
feelings about various subjects and outline their likes 
and dislikes.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to keep notes about the 
purpose of their work. 

 

Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can use their sketchbooks to record and adapt 
ideas. 

Pupils can use their sketchbooks to express their 
feelings about various subjects and outline their likes 
and dislikes.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to keep notes about the 
purpose of their work. 

Pupils can use their sketchbooks to produce a 
montage all about themselves. 
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 Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Pattern 

• Form 

• Colour 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line  

• Shape 

• Colour 

• Pattern 

• Space 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line  

• Shape 

• Colour 

• Pattern  

• Texture 

• Space 
 

         Year 5 

 Landscapes  

Drawing 

Exploring 3D Form 

Sculpture and Painting 

Geometric Patterns 

Drawing and Printing  
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Year 1 Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils 
developed their drawing skills – they are able to 
draw lines and shapes with pencil and crayon. They 
are also beginning to understand proportion.  

Year 2, Animals and Habitats (drawing and 
painting): pupils are able to use three different 
grades of pencil in a drawing and are beginning to 
understand how to show areas of light and dark. 
They developed their understanding of how lines can 
make shapes. 

 

Year 1, Clay Animals (sculpture): pupils can 
shape clay and add texture to clay using different 
tools. Pupils understand that clay requires structure 
to ‘stand’.  

Year 1, Colour Theory (painting) and Year 2, 
Animals and Habitats (painting and 
drawing): pupils can identify both primary and 
secondary colours, can mix their own secondary 
colours, can make tints of colours by adding white, 
can make tones of colours by adding black and can 
mix their own browns.   

Painting units from Year 1 to Year 4: pupils 
can mix all of the colours they may need for their 
work in this printing unit.  

Year 2, Shapes and Colours (printing): pupils 
know what printing is and have experienced printing 
with sponges, fruit and different shapes. Pupils have 
also experienced creating a print by pushing a design 
into a polystyrene tile. 

Year 4, Patterns in Nature (printing): pupils 
can create a printing block/lino printing tile and use 
it to create an accurate print design using at least 



 

EYFS, What happens at night?: pupils explore 
‘Starry Night’ and create their own versions of the 
artwork.  

Year 3, Still Life (drawing and painting): 
pupils are able to identify and draw simple objects 
that are in front of them. They can use different 
grades of pencil to show dark and light tones and are 
beginning to show pattern and texture. Pupils can 
also draw using pastel. 

Year 4, Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils focused 
on correct proportions, choosing to draw objects 
with meaning and where to place them in a piece.   

Year 3, Cave Paintings (painting): pupils can 
predict with accuracy the colours they mix and can 
mix all of the colours they need. They are able to use 
a range of brushes for different effects. Pupils also 
studied art from a historical period in this unit.  

Year 3, Greek Pottery (sculpture and 
painting): pupils can sculpt clay and produce life 
size pieces of work. Pupils can add line, shape, 
texture to their sculpture. 

Year 4, Self-Portraits (drawing and painting) 
– pupils can confidently mix all of the colours they 
need and have explored mood and expression in 
paintings. 

two different colours. Pupils have also experienced 
printing a design onto fabric. 
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Van Gogh: 

 

Yayoi Kusama:  

 

Traditional Islamic: 

 

Van Gogh (1853 – 1890) was a Dutch post-
impressionist painter. He created about 2,100 pieces 
of art. They include landscapes, portraits and self-
portraits and are characterised by bold colours and 
dramatic, impulsive and expressive brushwork. 

Yayoi Kusama (born 1929) is a Japanese artist works 
primarily in sculpture and installation, but is also 
active in painting, performance, film, fashion, 
poetry, fiction, and other arts. Her work is based 
in conceptual art. 

Islamic geometric patterns are one of the major 
forms of Islamic ornament. They are often built on 
combinations of repeated squares and circles, which 
may be overlapped and interlaced to form intricate 
and complex patterns 
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Drawing skills in this unit: 

Pupils can successfully use marks and lines to 
produce realistic textures.  

Pupils use colour and shading to create mood and 
feeling.  

Pupils can show movement in their drawings.  

Pupils can draw with oil pastels.  

Pupils can explain why and how they have chosen 
specific drawing techniques.  

 

Sculpture skills in this unit: 

Pupils experiment with and combine different 
materials to make a 3D form. 

Pupils can sculpt mouldable materials.  

Pupils can create work which is open to 
interpretation by the audience. 

Pupils include visual and tactile elements in their 
work. 

Painting skills in this unit: 

Pupils can use paint as a form of expression.  

Pupils can use paint to represent something 
imagined and abstract.  

Printing skills in this unit: 

Pupils can create a print using multiple colours.  

Pupils can create an accurate print design that meets 
a criteria.  

Pupils can overprint using different colours.  

Pupils can confidently use the reduction method 
when printing with lino.  

Pupils explore positive and negative space when 
printing.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_interlace_patterns
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Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can experiment with and explain the style of 
an artist.  

Pupils can compare one art movement to another.  

Pupils can learn about the work of others by looking 
at their work in books, the internet and other 
sources of information. 

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can experiment with and explain the style of 
an artist.  

Pupils can learn about the work of others by looking 
at their work in books, the internet and other 
sources of information. 

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can learn about the work of others by looking 
at their work in books, the internet and other 
sources of information. 
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Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils keep notes in their sketchbooks as to how 
they might develop their work further.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to compare and discuss 
ideas with others. 

Sketchbook skills unit this unit:  

Pupils keep notes in their sketchbooks as to how 
they might develop their work further.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to compare and discuss 
ideas with others. 

Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils keep notes in their sketchbooks as to how 
they might develop their work further.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to compare and discuss 
ideas with others. 
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Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Pattern 

• Colour 

• Texture  

• Space 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Colour 

• Shape 

• Form 

• Texture 

• Pattern 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Pattern 

• Colour 

• Space 

         Year 6 

 Cityscapes 

Drawing 

Messages and Meaning 

Collage 

Pop Art 

Painting  
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Year 1 Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils 
developed their drawing skills – drawing lines and 
shapes with pencil and crayon. They also explored 
proportion.  

Year 2, Animals and Habitats (drawing and 
painting): pupils are able to use three different 
grades of pencil in a drawing and are beginning to 
understand how to show areas of light and dark. 
They developed their understanding of how lines can 
make different shapes. 

 

Year 2, Great Fire (collage): pupils know what 
collage is and have created their own collages using a 
range of colours and materials.  

Year 4, Roman Mosaic (collage): pupils can use 
repeated patterns in collage and can cut paper 
accurately. They can experiment using different 
colours in collage and have experienced creating a 
mosaic using ceramic tiles. These mosaics had a 
central image. 

Year 1 Self-Portraits (drawing) - pupils 
developed their drawing skills – they are able to 
draw lines and shapes with pencil and crayon. They 
are also beginning to understand proportion.  

Year 1, Colour Theory (painting) and Year 2, 
Animals and Habitats (drawing and 
painting): pupils can identify both primary and 
secondary colours, can mix their own secondary 
colours, can make tints of colours by adding white, 
can make tones of colours by adding black and can 
mix their own browns.   

 



 

Year 3, Still Life (drawing): pupils are able to 
draw simple objects in front of them. They use 
different grades of pencil to show dark and light 
tones and can show pattern and texture. Pupils can 
also draw using pastel. 

Year 4, Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils focused 
on drawing with correct proportions and explored 
choosing objects with meaning and where to place 
them. 

Year 5, Landscapes (drawing): pupils can 
successfully use marks and lines to produce realistic 
textures. They can use colour and shading to create 
mood and feeling and can show movement in their 
drawings. Pupils have also experienced drawing with 
oil pastels. 

 Year 3, Cave Paintings (painting) and Greek 
Pottery (sculpture): pupils can predict with 
accuracy the colours they mix and can mix all of the 
colours they need. They are able to use a range of 
brushes for different effects. Pupils also studied art 
from a historical period in this unit. 

Year 4, Self-Portraits (drawing): pupils focused 
on drawing a face with correct proportions and 
explored choosing to draw objects with meaning and 
where to place those objects in a piece. Pupils also 
have explored using paints and colours to show 
expression and emotion.  

Year 5, Exploring 3D Form (sculpture): pupils 
can use paint as a form of expression and can use 
paint to represent something imagined and abstract. 
They have also experienced experimenting with and 
explain the style of an artist. 
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Stephen Wiltshire: 

 

Hannah Hoch:  

 

Warhol, Lichtenstein, Basquiat: 

 

Stephen Wiltshire (born 1974) is a British 
architectural artist and autistic savant. He is known 
for his ability to draw a landscape from 
memory after seeing it just once. His work has 
gained worldwide popularity. 

Hannah Hoch (1889 – 1978) as a German Dada 
artist. She is uses photomontage - a type of collage in 
which the pasted items are actual photographs, or 
photographic reproductions pulled from the press 
and other widely produced media. 

Andy Wahol (1928 – 1987), Roy Lichtenstein (1923 
– 1997) and Jean-Michel Basquiat (1960 – 1988) are 
Pop Artists. Pop art is an art movement that 
emerged in the United Kingdom and the United 
States during the mid- to late-1950s.  
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Drawing skills in this unit: 

Pupils can develop quick studies from observation, 
returning to each to improve accuracy/detail.  

Pupils convey tonal qualities, showing good 
understanding of light and dark on form. 

Can select/use/manipulate a range of drawing tools. 

Pupils can use at least four different grades of pencil.  

Pupils can use charcoal.  

Pupils can show reflections in a drawing. 

Collage skills in this unit: 

Pupils can combine visual and tactile qualities.  

Pupils can express mood and emotion through 
collage.  

Pupils can justify the materials and images they have 
chosen.  

Pupils can overlap materials.  

Pupils can create artwork with meaning that can be 
interpreted by the audience. 

Painting skills in this unit: 

Pupils can create different effects using a variety of 
tools and techniques such as dots, splashes and 
applying paint in layers.  

Pupils can apply colour and use techniques to 
express mood or emotion.  

 



 
A

r
t 

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 
Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explain what or who their work is 
influenced by. 

Pupils can explain which elements of their work are 
influenced by other artists and which are their own 
style and ideas.  

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explain what or who their work is 
influenced by. 

Pupils can explain which elements of their work are 
influenced by other artists and which are their own 
style and ideas.  

Art knowledge in this unit: 

Pupils can explain what or who their work is 
influenced by. 

Pupils can explain which elements of their work are 
influenced by other artists and which are their own 
style and ideas.  

Pupils can analyse and compare the work of multiple 
artists.  

Pupils can compare the work of different artists from 
the same art period. 
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Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils can select a view and use a viewfinder to 
record what is in the frame and compile and develop 
several studies as visual evidence for a purpose. 

Pupils keep detailed notes in their sketchbooks to 
explain their work and choices.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to compare and discuss 
ideas with others – adapting and refining their work 
based on feedback.  

Sketchbook skills unit this unit:  

Pupils keep detailed notes in their sketchbooks to 
explain their work and choices.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to compare and discuss 
ideas with others – adapting and refining their work 
based on feedback.  

 

Sketchbook skills in this unit: 

Pupils keep detailed notes in their sketchbooks to 
explain their work and choices.  

Pupils use their sketchbooks to compare and discuss 
ideas with others – adapting and refining their work 
based on feedback.  
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 Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line 

• Shape 

• Tone 

• Pattern 

• Texture 

• Space 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line  

• Shape  

• Space  

• Colour  

• Space 
 

Formal elements in this unit: 

• Line  

• Shape 

• Colour 

• Pattern  

• Texture 

• Space 
 

 

 


