
  

 

Aiming High, Achieving Together 

 

 
 
 

Promoting a Love of Reading 
 
 
Ark Bentworth Primary Academy is passionate about promoting a love of reading and aims to ensure that 
all pupils become readers for life. We promote a love of reading in the following ways: 
 
1. Early Reading Success and Intervention 
Children experience early success in reading through reading matched phonetically decodable books. 
Children experience what it is like to read independently while they are learning to read and do not need an 
adult prompting or correcting them. Learning to read accurately and fluently is prioritised across the 
academy including for older pupils needing to catch-up. Intervention takes place for any child not meeting 
age-related expectations in their reading. 
 
2. Encourage Book Choice  
Children choose the books they want to read at home, matched to their reading level. In KS2, this is through 
our Accelerated Reader Programme and levelled library system. In the EYFS and KS1, we allow children to 
select their own home readers matched to their reading level through levelled book boxes. 
 
3. Re-reading of Books 
Children are encouraged to re-read books they love and can take books home that they have read before. 
 
4. Book Ownership 
We regularly seek donations of books to ensure all children have books in their home. We also sell some 
donated books at highly discounted rates (10p-50p) to raise money for new books for our school. Children 
are never penalised for not returning borrowed books (e.g. not allowed to borrow more books) and instead 
we look at ways of raising money to replenish book stock. We have worked with The Children’s Book Project 
who gifted books to every child in our school to keep at home. For World Book Day each year, every child 
receives a book token and we host an annual book fair. 
 
5. Start of Every Day 
During breakfast club and our soft start to the day, all pupils read. It is also a dedicated time where children 
can read one-to-one with a member of staff.  
 
6. Storytime 
Every day children are read to by an adult during dedicated storytime. Children are exposed to the joy of 
listening to a story and hear stories beyond their own reading levels. It is also an opportunity for children to 
be exposed to our ‘Stories for Storytime’ – a cannon of literature that includes poetry, nursery rhymes, 
traditional tales, religious stories and classic literature. 
 
7. Cross-curricular reading 
Children are exposed to books and reading across the entire curriculum. Reading to learn is a focus in all 
lessons and books that are matched to topics are on display and used to enhance learning. 
 
 
8. Book Themed Doors 
Every half term each class decorates their door in the theme of their class text. The children contribute to 
the design and artwork. 
 
9. Partner with our Local Library Services 
All pupils have the opportunity to visit the local library and become members. 
 
10. Author visits 
We support regular author visits and opportunities for pupils to hear first-hand how and why stories are 
created. 
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11. Reading Competitions 
In KS2 reading competitions linked to our home reading programme Accelerated Reader are used both at 
an individual and class level. 
 
12. Mixed media 
We ensure all children borrow physical copies of books but that they also have access to an online collection 
of e-books through Epic Books. 
 
13. Making Reading Exciting 
World Book Day includes lots of book related activities and dressing up as a character from a book takes 
place every year. We also run an ‘extreme reading challenge’ where pupils are encouraged to read in 
unusual places and share photos. 
 
14. Parental Involvement 
We promote reading at home as the most important ‘homework’ children can complete. We encourage 
parents to read to their children and send home picture books for this purpose from Nursery to Year 2. We 
support parents in asking questions while they listen to their child read and provide explicit training for 
parents to learn how to help their child at home. 
 
15. Achieving Together 
We work together across the whole school and within each class to help each other with our reading. 
Partner reading takes place in every reading lesson and across the curriculum. Peer reading takes place 
where older students read to younger children to support their progress. Book Club interventions are 
planned to encourage pupils to recommend books to each other. Reading well is a collective academy goal 
and the pupils support each other to achieve it. 
 
 
 


