
Reading Progression  
 
 
 

First and foremost, we want all children to leave Ark Bentworth having developed the skills to read with confidence and fluency and having 
developed a life-long love of reading. The ability to read is not only integral to education, it is also the gateway to future success within society and 
is therefore the right of every child.  

The way we teach reading at Ark Bentworth is underpinned by five pillars: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. The 
pillars build on from one another and whilst are intrinsically linked, are also equally and independently important. The ability to read accurately and securely 
across genres and disciplines requires strength in each pillar.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Phonemic Awareness Hearing, discriminating, processing and manipulating sounds. 

Phonics Understanding letter and sound correspondence and using this to decode.  

Fluency Accurately reading with pace and appropriate expression, volume, phrasing and smoothness. 

Vocabulary Understanding the meaning of words and the impact of this on comprehension. 

Comprehension  Literal understanding of the text alongside a more nuanced, inferential understanding. 



 

Phonics 

The reading journey at Ark Bentworth begins with developing phonemic awareness in Nursery. Here pupils learn through Letters and Sounds Phase 1 where 
the focus is on pupils attuning to the sounds around them, listening to and remembering the sounds they hear, talking about sounds, discriminating between 
phonemes, reproducing phonemes to create words and using sound-talk to separate words into phonemes.  

Synthetic phonics is then taught through the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme. Pupils begin the programme in the Spring term of Nursery, then the 
programme is taught in small groups with: 

• All pupils in Reception and Year 1 

• Any pupils in Years 2, 3 and 4 who are learning to decode. 

Pupils who are learning to decode in Years 5 and 6 follow an age-appropriate version of the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme called Fresh Start.  

With both programmes we assess and group pupils according to their reading progress. In their groups, pupils: 

• Learn to read and write sounds 

• Read and spell words containing the sounds they have learnt 

• Read common exception words speedily 

• Read fiction and non-fiction books which closely match their phonic knowledge 

• Write about what they have read 

• Practise letter formation and handwriting 

In Year Two, once the pupils are fluent at decoding, they progress to Read Write Inc. Comprehension. This programme develops their comprehension, writing, 
critical thinking, discussion skills and gain a firm knowledge and understanding of grammar. This programme is used as a bridge from the phonics programme 
into whole class reading. 

Whole Class Reading  

Once the pupils have secured their phonic skills, they progress into whole class reading. From Year 2 to Year 6, each class has carefully chosen high-quality 
age-appropriate texts. During a whole class reading lesson, the text will be introduced by the teacher to ensure all new vocabulary is explained within context. 
The lesson includes daily partner reading, which provides the teacher with an opportunity to hear the pupils read. This is followed by a 'think aloud' where the 
teacher will explain key parts of the text, teach comprehension skills and ask questions to assess the pupils' understanding. Pupils have the opportunity to 
write answers to questions about the text and each lesson finishes with a fluency re-read. 

Texts have been selected based on the following rationale: 

• They foster a love of reading and are high quality age appropriate texts 

• They match the reading age the pupils in that year group because every pupil has the right to read or study a book at their chronological age. 

• Complete texts are studied, rather than extracts, so that pupils become familiar with the feeling of accomplishment that comes with reading a whole book. 

• There is a balance between modern and more traditional texts. This means pupils encounter a wide range of language, sentence structures and 
grammatical forms. 

• They have a diverse range of authors and characters so that pupils see themselves represented in the books. 

• They fit with the wider curriculum units, where appropriate, but not exclusively. High quality texts are prioritised over trying to make a book fit a topic. 



Progression in Reading Skills 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 and Year 4 Year 5 and Year 6 
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Nursery: 

Pupils are beginning to 
track from left to right 

Pupils are beginning to 
discriminate between 
similar and familiar letter 
like shapes 

Pupils know that print 
carries meaning. 

Pupils recognise familiar 
signs and labels and their 
own name.  

Pupils hear and say initial 
sounds in words.  

Reception:  

Pupils link sounds to letters 
when segmenting and 
blending CVC words 

Pupils use phonic 
knowledge to decode 
regular words, reading 
them aloud accurately 

Pupils can read some 
common irregular words.  

Pupils are able to 
demonstrate speedy 
recognition of familiar 
printed words.  

Pupils use phonic semantic 
and syntactic knowledge to 
read phonically regular 
words of more than one 
syllable.  

Pupils apply phonic 
knowledge and skills to 
decode words 

Pupils respond speedily 
with the correct sound to 
graphemes for all 40+ 
phonemes  

Pupils read accurately by 
blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words 
containing taught GPCs 

Pupils read common 
exception words 

Pupils read words 
containing taught GPCs and 
-s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er, and -
est endings 

Pupils read multisyllabic 
words that contain taught 
CPGs 

Pupils read words with 
contractions and 
understand the apostrophe  

 

Pupils continue to apply 
phonic knowledge and 
skills when decoding words 
until automatic decoding 
has become embedded and 
reading is fluent  

Pupils read accurately by 
blending sounds in words 
that contain the graphemes 
taught so far 

Pupils recognise the 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes taught so far  

Pupils accurately read 
multisyllabic words that 
contain taught graphemes 

Pupils read words 
containing common 
suffixes 

Pupils read further 
common exception words, 
noting unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound 

Pupils read most words 
quickly and accurately 
without overt sounding and 
blending when they have 
been frequently 
encountered 

 

Pupils apply their growing 
knowledge of root words 
and prefixes and suffixes to 
read aloud new words they 
meet 

Pupils read further 
exception words, noting the 
unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound 

 

Note: At this stage, 
teaching comprehension 
should be taking 
precedence over teaching 
word reading directly 

Pupils continue to apply 
their growing knowledge of 
root words and prefixes and 
suffixes to read aloud new 
words they meet 

Pupils work out unfamiliar 
words when reading 
focussing on all of the 
letters in words e.g. not 
reading invitation as 
imitation 

 

Note: At this stage, there 
should be no need for 
further direct teaching of 
word reading skills for 
almost all pupils. If pupils 
are struggling or failing in 
this, it is imperative it is 
investigated and pupils are 
taught to read during their 
last two years at primary 
school 



Pupils read many common 
exception words and 
irregular words to 
understand new vocabulary 
in a familiar story or text.  

ELG – Word Reading: 
Pupils say a sound for each 
letter of the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs. 

Pupils read words 
consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-
blending.   
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Reception: 

ELG – Word Reading: 
Pupils read sloud simple 
sentences and books that 
are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, 
including some common 
exception words.  

Pupils accurately read 
books aloud that are 
consistent with their 
phonetic knowledge  

Pupils read aloud without 
needing other strategies to 
work out words 

Pupils reread books to build 
up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading 

Pupils read aloud books 
closely matched to their 
improving phonic 
knowledge – sounding out 
unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatically 
and without undue 
hesitation 

Pupils reread books to build 
up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading 

Pupils re-read texts and 
read aloud with increasing 
speed, smoothness and 
with an understanding of 
expression, volume and 
pace. 

Pupils continue to re-read 
texts and read aloud with 
increasing speed, 
smoothness and with an 
understanding of 
expression, volume and 
pace. 

Pupils read confidently 
across text types and across 
all curriculum subjects.  
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Nursery: 

Pupils play with new 
vocabulary of interest when 
engaged in activities such 
as reading, role play and 
small world. 

Reception: 

Pupils retell stories and 
poems in their play using 
vocabulary acquired from 
their reading experiences. 

Pupils are able to a range of 
new vocabulary with 
accuracy and confidence.  

ELG – Comprehension: 

Pupils discuss word 
meanings, linking new 
meanings to those they 
already know 

Pupils discuss and clarify 
the meanings of words, 
linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary  

Pupils discuss their 
favourite words and 
phrases  

Pupils apply their growing 
knowledge of root words 
and prefixes and suffixes to 
understand the meaning of 
new words  

Pupils use dictionaries to 
check the meaning of words 
they have read  

Pupils discuss words and 
phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and 
imagination  

Pupils explain the meaning 
of words in context 

 

Pupils continue to apply 
their growing knowledge of 
root words and prefixes and 
suffixes to understand the 
meaning of new words  

Pupils continue to explain 
the meaning of words in 
context 

Pupils discuss and evaluate 
how authors use language, 
including figurative 
language, considering the 
impact on the reader 



Pupils use and understand 
recently introduced 
vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role-
play.  
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Nursery: 

Pupils use their own 
illustrations or props to 
retell a story.  

Pupils know how to handle 
books.  

Pupils play with rhyming 
words, alliteration and hear 
and say some letter sounds.  

Reception: 

Pupils talk about what they 
have read showing some 
understanding and drawing 
on new vocabulary.  

Pupils retell stories and 
poems in their play using 
vocabulary acquired from 
their reading experiences.  

Pupils read and understand 
simple sentences.  

Pupils are able to anticipate 
key events in stories.  

Pupils describe in their own 
words when they have read 
in a non-fiction or fiction 
text.  

Pupils are able to answer 
questions and make 
inferences and predictions 
about what might happen 
next.  

Pupils draw on what they 
already know or on 
background information 
and vocabulary provided by 
the teacher  

Pupils check that the text 
makes sense to them as 
they read and correct 
inaccurate reading  

Pupils discuss the 
significance of the title and 
events 

Pupils make inferences 
based on what is being said 
and done 

Pupils participate in 
discussion about what is 
read to them – taking turns 
and listening to what others 
say  

Pupils explain clearly their 
understanding of what is 
read to them 

Pupils draw on what they 
already know or on 
background information 
and vocabulary provided by 
the teacher  

Pupils check that the text 
makes sense to them as 
they read and correct 
inaccurate reading 

Pupils make inferences on 
the basis of what is being 
said and done 

Pupils answer and ask 
questions 

Pupils predict what might 
happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far  

Pupils participate in 
discussion about books, 
poems and other works that 
are read to them and those 
that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others 
say  

Pupils explain and discuss 
their understanding of 
books, poems and other 
material, both those that 
they listen to and those that 
they read for themselves 

Pupils check that the text 
makes sense to them and 
discuss their understanding 

Pupils ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a text 

Pupils draw inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, 
and justify inferences with 
evidence  

Pupils predict what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied  

Pupils identify main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph and summarise 
these 

Pupils identify how 
language, structure and 
presentation contribute to 
meaning  

Pupils retrieve and record 
information from non-
fiction  

Pupils participate in 
discussion about both 
books that are read to them 
and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others 
say  

Pupils continue to check 
that the text makes sense to 
them and discuss their 
understanding 

Pupils continue to ask 
questions to improve their 
understanding  

Pupils continue to draw 
inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justify 
inferences with evidence  

Pupils continue to predict 
what might happen from 
details stated and implied  

Pupils summarise the main 
ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph, 
identifying key details that 
support the main ideas  

Pupils continue to identify 
how language structure and 
presentation contribute to 
meaning  

Pupils distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion 

Pupils retrieve, record and 
present information from 
non-fiction 

Pupils participate in 
discussions about books 



ELG – Comprehension: 
Pupils demonstrate 
understanding of what has 
been read to them by 
retelling stories and 
narratives using their own 
words and recently 
introduced vocabulary.  

Pupils anticipate, where 
appropriate, key events in 
stories.  

that are read to them and 
those they can read for 
themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas 
and challenging views 
courteously 

Pupils explain and discuss 
their understanding of what 
they have read, including 
through formal 
presentations and debates, 
maintaining a focus on the 
topic and using notes where 
necessary 

Pupils provide reasoned 
justifications for their views 
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Nursery: 

Pupils engage in story talk 
when in the role play or in 
the small world.  

Pupils request favourite 
rhymes, poems, fiction or 
non-fiction books based on 
own interest, enjoyment 
and pleasure.  

Reception: 

Pupils demonstrate 
emotional engagement with 
the content of stories.  

Pupils will select a book to 
share or read for their own 
pleasure and may show 
preference for theme, 
particular characters or 
familiar authors.  

  

Pupils listen to and discuss 
a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond their own 
reading ability  

Pupils are encouraged to 
link what they read or hear 
to their own experiences 

Pupils are familiar with key 
stories, fairytales and 
traditional tales – retelling 
them and considering their 
characteristics 

Pupils recognise and join in 
with predictable phrases  

Pupils learn to appreciate 
rhymes and poems and 
learn to recite some by 
heart 

Pupils listen to and discuss 
and express views about a 
wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a level 
beyond their own reading 
ability  

Pupils discuss the sequence 
of events in books and how 
items of information are 
related 

Pupils become increasingly 
familiar with and retell a 
wider range of stories, 
fairytales and traditional 
tales 

Pupils are introduced to 
non-fiction books that are 
structured in different ways 

Pupils recognise simple 
recurring literary language 
in stories and poetry  

Pupils continue to build up 
a repertoire of poems learnt 
by heart, appreciating these 

Pupils listen to and discuss 
a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or 
textbooks 

Pupils read books that are 
structured in different ways 
and read for a range of 
purposes 

Pupils increase their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books including 
fairytales, myths and 
legends and retell some of 
these orally  

Pupils identify themes and 
conventions in a wide range 
of books 

Pupils prepare poems and 
playscripts to read aloud 
and to perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume 
and action  

Pupils continue to read and 
discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or 
textbooks 

Pupils continue to read 
books that are structured in 
different ways and read for 
a range of purposes 

Pupils increase their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books: myths, 
legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, 
fiction from our literary 
heritage, and books from 
other cultures and 
traditions 

Pupils recommend books 
that they have read to their 
peers, giving reasons for 
their choices  

Pupils identify and discuss 
themes and conventions in 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and reciting some with 
appropriate intonation to 
make the meaning clear  

Pupils recognise some 
different forms of poetry 
e.g. free verse, narrative 
poetry  

 

and across a wide range of 
writing  

Pupils make comparisons 
within and across books  

Pupils learn a wider range 
of poetry by heart  

Pupils prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud and to 
perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and 
volume so the meaning is 
clear to an audience 



Core Reading Texts 

The following texts are used in whole class reading lessons. There is a main fiction text which is supplemented by a range of non-fiction texts and poetry. Some 
texts link to the history, geography or science unit. This is to ensure texts are used to give further context to wider curriculum studies and broaden pupils’ 
vocabulary in this area. Other texts do not link and this is to ensure pupils have a broad reading diet and come across a range of literature, themes and 
vocabulary in their reading.  

In the Early Years, teachers choose weekly whole class reading texts from a ‘book basket’ linked to the topic. The other books from the basket are made 
available to pupils within the classroom and are read to them during daily story time sessions.  

The texts chosen for whole class reading are not the only texts pupils encounter at Ark Bentworth. There are also recommended texts for pleasure that pupils 
are encouraged to read in their own time. Pupils also have regular access to books in their classrooms and in the library. Here they are given the opportunity to 
make choices in what they read.  

Early Years 

 Autumn 1 

Who am I? 

Autumn 2 

What happens at 
night? 

Spring 1 

Can you make it 
work? 

Spring 2 

Where do animals 
live? 

Summer 1 

What can we do to 
help? 

Summer 2 

How do things 
change over time? 
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Owl Babies—Martin 
Waddell 

Pip and Posy and the 
New Friend—Axel 
Scheffler 

All About Alfie—
Shirley Hughes 

How do Dinosaurs go 
to School? —Jane 
Yolen and Mark 
Teague  

And Tango Makes 
Three—Justin 
Richardson 

Farmer Duck – Martin 
Waddell 

Yoga Babies – Fern 
Cotton  

The Family Book—
Todd Parr  

 

Pip and Posy and the 

Bedtime Frog— Axel 

Scheffler  

Peace at Last—Jill 

Murphy  

Katy and the Starry 

Night— James 

Mayhew 

Whatever Next—Jill 

Murphy  

A Little Bit Brave—

Nicola Kinnear 

Night Monkey, Day 

Monkey  

Mog on Fox Night – 

Judith Kerr 

Dogger—Shirley 

Hughes  

The Night Box—

Lousie Grieg and 

Ashling Lindsay 

What do you do with 
an idea? - Kobi 
Yamada and Mae 
Besom 

Ada Twist Scientist—
Andrea Beaty  

Rosie Revere Engineer 
—Andrea Beaty 

The Most Magnificent 
Thing—Ashley Spires  
The Very Busy 
Spider—Eric Carle 

Dreaming Up—Christy 
Hale  

The Three Little Pigs—
traditional tale  

Old Bear—Jane Hissy  

Little Bear’s 
Trousers—Jane Hissy  

Paper Dolls — Julia 
Donaldson 

Peter Rabbit – Beatrix 
Potter 

Book of Bones 

Dear Zoo  

Maps – Aleksandra 
and Daniel 
Mizielinska 

A First Book of Nature 
– Nicola Davies  

Walking through the 
Jungle  

We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt 

Handa’s Surprise  

Rainbow Fish  

The Tiger who Came 
to Tea  

Mr Gumpy – John 
Burningham 

The tale of the Flopsy 
Bunnies  

Topsy and Tim go to 
hospital  

The Lion and the 
Mouse—Aesop  

Hooray for Hat – 
Brian Won 

Kind—Axel Scheffler 

The Smartest Giant in 
Town—Julia 
Donaldson 

Superworm — Julia 
Donaldson 

The Enormous 
Turnip—Traditional 
tale  

The Little Red Hen 

The Elves and the 
Shoemaker  

Kind – Axel Sheffler 

Horton Hears a Who 
— Dr Seuss  

Pip and Posy and the 
Super Scooter—Axel 
Scheffler  

Tree—Britta 
Teckentrup  

From Seed to 
Sunflower—Lifecycles 
series 

The Tiny Seed—Eric 
Carle 

Tad—Benji Davies 

The Lorax—Dr Seuss  

Titch — Pat Hutchins  

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

Tadpoles Promise 

The Street Beneath My 
Feet  

Oh the places you’ll 
go! - Dr Seuss 

 



 

Black is Brown is 
Tan— Arnold Adoff  

Double Trouble for 
Anna Hibiscus 

Lauren Tobia First 
Encyclopedia of the 
Human Body—
Usborne  

It’s Okay to Be 
Different—Todd Parr  

Night Shift Daddy— 
Eileen Spinelli  

Pip and Posy and the 
Little Puddle—Axel 
Scheffler 

Splash Anna Hibiscus! 
- Lauren Tobia 

 

Pip and Posy and the 

Scary Monster — Axel 

Scheffler 

Day and Night—Mi-

bye Kim  

The Owl Who was 

Afraid of the Dark – 

Jill Tomlinson 

Good morning Harry, 

goodnight daddy— 

Katy Beebe  

Nights with Dad—

Karen Hesse 

Diwali—Katie Dicker  

Chinese New Year—

Katy Dicker 

Christmas—Katie 

Dicker Nocturnal 

 

The North Wind and 
the Sun—Aesop 

Papa’s Mechanical 
Fish—Candice 
Fleming 

If I built a car—Chris 
Van Dusen 

Build it! - Lego book  

Usborne Look Inside 
Series: Building Sites, 
Things That Go, 
Airport, Cars, Trains,  
How things work How 
things work – Cross 
Section 

The Magic 
Paintbrush—Julia 
Donaldson 

The tale of Jeremy 
Fisher  

Winne the Pooh—AA 
Milne  

Usborne Sticker Atlas  

I Went Walking  

Mr Gumpy’s Motor car 
– John Burningham  

Oi! Get off our Train – 
John Burningham 

What the Lady Bird 
Heard 

Oh Dear Br’er Rabbit 
Anansi Tales 

 

Benjamin Bunny and 
The Tale of Mrs 
Tittlemouse—Beatrix 
Potter 

Dogger—Shirley 
Hughes  

The Ant and the 
Grasshopper—Aesop  

The Usborne Big 
Picture Book of 
Outdoors  

Topsy and Tim stories 

20 folktales to read 
aloud – Lucy 
Brownridge 

From Caterpillar to 
butterfly 

From Tadpole to Frog 

From Egg to Chicken  

From Seed to 
Sunflower  

Du Iz Tak? 

Jemima Puddle-
Duck—Beatrix Potter  

Lifecycles—Ways into 
science series 

DK: Fossils 

Starting School—Janet 
and Alan Ahlberg 
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Hello Song  

Tidy up Song 

Goodbye Song 

Finger Family 

Grandma’s Glasses 

Me! 

1,2,3,4,5 once I caught 
a fish alive 

If you’re happy and 
you know it 

Heads, shoulders 
knees and toes 

Hockey Cokey 

Ring a Ring o’ Roses 

Rock a bye baby 

All the pretty little 
horses  

Twinkle Twinkle 

Baby baby bunting 

Hush little baby 

Children’s known 
celebration songs – 
e.g. Jingle Bells and 
popular carols for 
Christmas 

Incy Wincy Spider 

Built it Up 

This is the way we 
build a house 

Can you hammer a 
nail? 

Humpty Dumpty 

Wind the Bobbin Up 

Sleeping Bunnies 

Old MacDonald 

Dingle Dangle 
Scarecrow 

Animal Fair 

Two little dickie birds 

Three little Monkeys 

Five little speckled 
frogs 

Five little ducks 

I went to the jungle 
one day 

Wash wash, wash your 
hands  

‘What I am’ (Sesame 
Street)  

Miss Polly had a Dolly  

Can I help you? 

Brushing teeth song  

Fit, fit, fit 

Get well soon song 

If you’re happy and 
you know it 

We are going on a 
plant/flower/tree hunt  

There’s a tiny 
caterpillar on a leaf  

5 Little Ducks 

5 Little speckled frogs 

 

 

 



Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

              Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Fiction: The Three 
Little Pigs, Heather 
Amery 

Fiction: The Wooden 
Camel, Wanuri Kahiu   

Fiction: Mr Gumpy’s 
Motorcar, John 
Burningham 

Fiction: Last Stop on 
Market Street, Matt De 
La Peña 

Fiction: The Queen’s 
Handbag, Steve Antony 

Fiction: Julian is a 
Mermaid, Jessica Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Non-Fiction: Our Local 
Area, Louise Spilsbury   

Non-Fiction: Info Buzz 
– Toys, Izzi Howell  

Non-Fiction: Night 
Animals, Claire 
Llewellyn  

Non-Fiction: On the 
Train, Carron Brown 

Non-Fiction: Seasons, 
Robin Nelson 

Non-Fiction: Seaside 
Holidays, Sally Hewitt 

Poetry: One, Two, 
Buckle My 
Shoe, Traditional 

 
Poetry: Thirty Days 
Hath September, 
Traditional 

 
Poetry: Tongue 
Twisters and Nonsense 
Poems, Various 
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 Linked Texts for 

Pleasure:  

The Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad 
Pig, Eugene Trivizas,  

The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs, Jon 
Scieszka   

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

The Steadfast Tin 
Soldier, Hans Christian 
Anderson 

Albert Le Blanc, Nick 
Butterworth  

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

Mr Gumpy’s Outing, 
John Burningham 

Oi Get Off Our Train, 
John Burningham   

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

The Naughty Bus, Jan 
Oke,  

You Can’t Take an 
Elephant on the Bus, 
Patricia Cleveland-Peck 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

Katie In London, James 
Mayhew,  

Katie in Scotland, James 
Mayhew   

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure: 

Tiddler, Julia 
Donaldson,  

Clean Up, Nathan Bryon 



 

              Year 2 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Fiction: The Secret of 
the Tattered Shoes, 
Jackie Morris 

Fiction: George’s 
Marvellous Medicine, 
Roald Dahl   

Fiction: If You Come to 
Earth, Sophie Blackall 

Fiction: The Iron Man, 
Ted Hughes 

Fiction: Malala’s Magic 
Pencil, Malala Yousafai   

Fiction: The Akimbo 
Adventures, Alexander 
McCall 

  
 

   

Non-Fiction: Kings 
and Queens, Ruth 
Brocklehurst 

Non-Fiction: The 
Great Fire of London, 
Emma Adams 

Non-Fiction: Look 
Inside Our World, Emily 
Bone 

Non-Fiction: Here We 
Are: Notes for Living on 
Planet Earth, Oliver 
Jeffers  

Non-Fiction: Dream 
Big Little Leader, Vashti 
Harrison 

Non-Fiction: Africa is 
Not a Country, Margy 
Burns Knight 

Poetry: The Queen of 
Hearts, Traditional   

 
Poetry: Wild World, 
Angela McAllilster 

  Poetry: Song of the 
Animal World, 
Traditional from Congo   

L
in

k
e

d
 T

e
x

ts
  
 Linked Texts for 

Pleasure:  

Tudors Picture Book, 
Emily Bone 

Illustrated Tales of King 
Arthur, Sarah Courtauld   

 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

Vlad and the Great Fire 
of London, Sam 
Cunningham   

Linked Text for 
Pleasure:  

Tidy, Emily Gravett 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

The Great Paper Caper, 
Oliver Jeffers 

The Last Bear, Hannah 
Gold   

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

Comparing People from 
the Past – Mary Seacole, 
Florence Nightingale ad 
Edith Cavell, Nick 
Hunter   

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

Lila and the Secret of the 
Rain, David Conway,  

Mama Panya’s Pancakes, 
Mary Chamberlin   

 



              Year 3 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
C

o
r

e
 T

e
x

ts
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Fiction: The BFG, 
Roald Dahl   

Fiction: Stig of the 
Dump, Clive King   

Fiction: The Queen’s 
Nose, Dick King-Smith   

Fiction: Brothers 
Grimm Fairy Tales, 
Various 

Fiction: The Wild 
Robot, Peter Brown 

Fiction: Odysseus, 
Hugh Lupton 

  
 

   

Non-Fiction: 
Population and 
Settlement, Izzy Howell   

Non-Fiction: Stone 
Age Tablet, Andrew 
Langley 

Non-Fiction: Mapping 
Europe, Paul Rockett 

 Non-Fiction: Biomes, 
Izzi Howell 

Non-Fiction: Ancient 
Greeks, Jane Bingham 

 Poetry: Cloud Busting, 
Malorie Blackman    

 Poetry: Revolting 
Rhymes, Roald Dahl 

Poetry: The Lost 
Words, Jackie Morris 

 

L
in

k
e

d
 T

e
x

ts
  
 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

This Morning I Met a 
Whale, Michael 
Morpurgo 

 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

The Street Beneath My 
Feet, Charlotte Guillain 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

Aubrey and the Terrible 
Ladybirds, Horatio Clare 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

The Last Garden, Rachel 
Ip,  

The Moose Belongs to 
Me, Oliver Jeffers 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

Dear Greenpeace, Simon 
James 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

Greek Myths, Marcia 
Williams 

Who Let the Gods Out, 
Maz Evans   

 
 
 



              Year 4 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
C

o
r

e
 T

e
x

ts
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Fiction: Charlotte’s 
Web, E.B.White   

Fiction: Varjak Paw, 
S.F.Said 

Fiction: The Explorer, 
Katherine Rundell   

 Fiction: The Boy at the 
Back of the Class, 
Onjali Raúf 

Fiction: Race to the 
Frozen North, Catherine 
Johnson 

  
 

   

Non-Fiction: Ancient 
Rome, DK Eyewitness 

Non-Fiction: A Street 
Through Time, DK 
History   

 Non-Fiction: Amazon, 
DK Eyewitness 

Non-Fiction: Mayan 
Civilization, The History 
Detective Investigates   

Non-Fiction: United 
States of America, 
Michael Hurley 

Poetry: The Crocodile, 
Lewis Carroll   

 
 Poetry: Eletelephony, 

Laura Richards   
Poetry: By Myself, 
Eloise Greenfield 

 

L
in

k
e

d
 T

e
x

ts
  
 Linked Text for 

Pleasure: 

Romans on the 
Rampage, Jeremy Strong   

 

 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

Queen of Darkness, Tony 
Bradman 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

Journey to the River Sea, 
Eva Ibbotson 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

The Last Tree, Emily 
Haworth-Booth 

The Great Kapok Tree, 
Lynne Cherry 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

Rain Player, David 
Wisniewski 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

The Accidental 
President, Tom 
McLaughlin 

The Name Jar, Choi 
Yangsook 

 
 



              Year 5 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
C

o
r

e
 T

e
x

ts
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Fiction: Beowulf, 
Michael Morpurgo 

Fiction: Riddle of the 
Runes, Janina Ramirez 

Fiction: Kensuke’s 
Kingdom, Michael 
Morpurgo   

Fiction: The Girl Who 
Stole an Elephant, 
Nirana Farook   

Fiction: The Closest 
Thing to Flying, Gill 
Lewis   

Fiction: Cogheart, Peter 
Bunzl    

  
 

   

Non-Fiction: Anglo-
Saxon Times, Jane 
Bingham 

Non-Fiction: The 
Vikings, Moira 
Butterfield    

 Non-Fiction: 
Volcanoes, DK Find Out 
Series 

Non-Fiction: Who are 
refugees? What makes 
people leave their 
homes? And other big 
questions, Michael 
Rosen 

Non-Fiction: Life 
During the Industrial 
Revolution, Anita Ganeri 

Poetry: Sky in the Pie, 
Roger McGough 

 
Poetry: The Lady of 
Shalott, Alfred Lord 
Tennyson 

 Poetry: Dreams, 
Langston Hughes 

 

L
in

k
e

d
 T

e
x

ts
  
 Linked Texts for 

Pleasure:  

King Arthur, Rodger 
Lancelyn 

Freedom for Bron: The 
Boy who Saved a 
Kingdom, N.S. Blackman 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

Arthur and the Golden 
Rope, Todd Stanton,  

There’s a Viking in my 
Bed, Jeremy Strong 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

Li’s Chinese New Year, 
Fang Wang 

No Ballet Shoes in Syria, 
Catherine Bruton 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure: 

The Unforgotten Coat, 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 

The Gauntlet, Karuna 
Riazi 

Linked Text for 
Pleasure:  

Amazing Women of the 
Middle East, Tarnowska 
Wafa   

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

Son of the Circus – A 
Victorian Story, E.L. 
Norry 

Hetty Feather, 
Jacqueline Wilson 

 



 
 

              Year 6 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

C
o

r
e

 T
e

x
ts

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Fiction: Wonder, 
R.J.Palacio   

Fiction: Holes, Louis 
Sachar 

Fiction: Frankenstein, 
Mary Shelley 

Fiction: Windrush 
Child, Benjamin 
Zephaniah, Memorial, 
Gary Crew 

Fiction: Macbeth, 
William Shakespeare   

Fiction: One Crazy 
Summer, Rita Williams-
Garcia 

  
 

   

Non-Fiction: Explore 
Ancient Egyptians, Jane 
Bigham   

Non-Fiction: What is 
politics? Why should we 
care? And other big 
questions, Michael 
Rosen 

 Non-Fiction: Voices 
from the Second World 
War, First News Limited   

Non-Fiction: 
Introducing Maps, Jack 
and Meg Gillett 

Non-Fiction: What is 
right and wrong? Who 
decides? And other big 
questions, Michael 
Rosen 

Poetry: Jabberwocky, 
Lewis Carrol 

 
Poetry: WW1 poetry 
and songs, Various   

 Poetry: The Listeners, 
Walter de la Mare   

 

L
in

k
e

d
 T

e
x

ts
  
 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

The Egyptian Cinderella, 
Shirley Climo 

The Secrets of a Sun 
King, Emma Carroll  

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

Fenn Halflin and the 
Fearzero, Francesca 
Armour-Chelu 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

Letters from the 
Lighthouse 

Emma Carroll, 
Goodnight Mr Tom, 
Michelle Magorian   

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure:  

High Rise Mystery, 
Sharna Jackson 

War Horse, Michael 
Morpurgo   

Linked Text for 
Pleasure: 

A Drop Around the 
World, Barbara Shaw 
McKinney 

Linked Texts for 
Pleasure: 

Opal Plumstead, 
Jacqueline Wilson 

The Other Side of Truth, 
Beverley Naidoo 



 


