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The Sun –The sun is a star, a ball of fire.  
It is the closest star to Earth and all 

planets in the solar system orbit the sun. 
The sun keeps us warm and is needed for 

plants to grow. 

 

Mercury – This is the smallest planet 
and the closest to the sun. It goes from 
being extremely hot to extremely cold. 

 

Venus – This planet is the second closest 
to the sun and one of the brightest objects 

we can see in the night sky. 

 

Earth – This is the planet that we live on, 
it is the only planet that we know contains 
life. It’s temperature and atmosphere are 

perfect for our survival. 

 

Mars – This is the fourth planet in the 
solar system and is known as the red 

planet. It is very cold compared to Earth 
and scientists believe that there may be 

life underneath its icy layers. 

 

Jupiter – This is the largest planet in our 
solar system. It is a gas giant and is 

covered in huge storms that have been 
going for centuries. It has 79 moons. 

 

Saturn – This is the second biggest planet 
in the solar system, it is surrounded by a 

ring of asteroids and moons. 

 

Uranus – This planet is also a gas giant 
that has a ring of asteroids. It spins on it’s 

side an moves very slowly, so slow that 
for a long time astronomers thought it 

was a star. 

 

Neptune is the planet that is furthest 
from the sun and is covered in freezing, 

icy storms. 

Key Vocabulary 

Orbit The path an object 
takes in space, 
around a star, 
planet or moon. 

Launchpad A platform where a 
rocket stands for 
launching. 

Solar 
System 

A solar system is a 
group of planets 
bound by the 
gravitational pull of 
a star. 

Goldilocks 
Planet 

A planet that has the 
perfect temperature 
and atmosphere to 
sustain life. E.g Earth 

Moon A natural satellite 
that orbits a planet 
and reflects the light 
from the sun. 

Satellite  A spacecraft that is 
placed to orbit a 
planet and send back 
information to Earth. 

Alien A being from 
another planet or 
galaxy. 

Atmosphere  The envelope of gases 
surrounding the 
earth or another 
planet. 

The Moon 

The Moon is a huge ball of rock in space which 
orbits the Earth. On the Moon there are 
mountains and flat areas called 'seas', although 
there is no water on the Moon. The Moon's 
surface is covered in craters made by 
meteorites. The Moon does not have any light 
of its own. We only see the Moon when light 
from the Sun falls on it and is reflected back to 
us on Earth. 

 


