Literacy
Literacy for pack 4 will entail the children re-writing The Hare and
the Tortoise from a different perspective. The children will have
taken on the role of Hare or Tortoise and will be able to convey a
sense of voice and character through the retelling of the story. In
class, I would have normally incorporated a drama lesson into
literacy so that the class would have an opportunity to take on the
role. If you would like to do this at home, please do so, you could
ask your child questions and they would reply in role. For example
‘Hare, why did you laugh at Tortoise?’
The work in this pack will help the children to learn how to tell a
story from one’s perspective using personal pronouns. They will also
complete a sequencing activity, this will ensure that they know the
story inside out before they then write it themselves.
Children tend to need more support in writing, so they may rely on
you for help. It is always a good idea to practise sentences before
they get written using ‘My turn, your turn’, where the adult says the
sentence and the child repeats, the child can then write it into their
book. As the activity develops, I would try and move away from that
and see what the child can do independently.
If you do have any questions, please email me at
Y.2@arkbentworthprimary.org

Use these pictures to re-tell the story of The Tortoise and the
Hare in your own words. You can cut them and stick them
into your writing book or on a piece of lined paper.

The short
date can
be placed
in the
margin if
the work is
stopped
and
resumed
on another
day.

The Tortoise and the Hare
I am: ____________________
On the day of the race, Hare told all his woodland animal friends to come and
see how quickly he could run. Hare was dressed in a spotty white and blue
tracksuit, with bright orange trainers. Hare said his trainers made him go even
faster than normal! All the animals watched in amazement as Hare practiced
running around. Badger said he was as fast as the wind!
Hare asked if any of his friends wanted to race him. At first, nobody wanted to,
but then Tortoise said I will. Tortoise moved very slowly. Hare laughed at
Tortoise and made fun of him for being slow and old. Tortoise felt sad, but was
determined to teach Hare a lesson!
The Tortoise and the Hare lined up at the finish line. 3, 2…1! Fox said and off
they went. Hare dashed ahead moving his long legs as quickly as he could.
Meanwhile, the animals asked if Tortoise was even moving!
After a while, Hare couldn’t see Tortoise anymore. It was very hot, so Hare
decided to take a nap under the tree in the shade. Tortoise is going so slowly
that I’m going to have a rest, Hare thought, I’ll finish the race when I wake up
and I’ll still beat Tortoise by miles!
Later, Hare was woken by the sound of cheering. Oh no! He thought. The
Tortoise was in the distance, near the finish line. How silly of him to fall asleep
thought the Tortoise, I must remember slow and steady wins the race.
He tried desperately to catch up to Tortoise but it was too late! Tortoise
crossed the finish line. All the animals cheered for Tortoise – Hooray for
Tortoise! They shouted. Hare felt very angry and his face turned red. I demand
that we start the race again, I fell asleep! But none of the animals listened to
Hare. You really should say well done said Badger, but Hare would not. It’s
just not fair! He said.
Tortoise felt extremely proud…

This is an
example of how
your child would
re-write a
passage of the
text from the
perspective of
Hare or
Tortoise. They
would use their
edited version
for this and
should write a
paragraph or
two.

If you do have a
handwriting book,
your child could
start the joins
there. Here is an
example of what
the joins would
look like in a
handwriting book.

Following this,
your child can
demonstrate the
joins on lined
paper or in the
writing book
provided by the
school. The
challenge is
keeping the
letters the same
height and on the
line.
If your child is
struggling with the
joins, have them
practice on a big
piece of paper first.
This will help them
with the letter
formation and
direction of the joins.
After this, they will
know the movements
needed and can
attempt to
demonstrate that on
paper.

You can find videos of
these living things to
help your child to
decide where to place
tem.

Only eats meat.

Carnivore

Eats both meat
and plants.

Omnivore

Only eats plants.

Herbivore

Sort the animals into the correct section of the Venn diagram below.

Carnivore, Herbivore or Omnivore?

Horse

Tiger

Cow

Monkey

Squirrel

Lion

Rabbit

Eagle

Badger

Polar Bear

Reindeer

Frog

Pig

Giraffe

Carnivore, Herbivore or Omnivore?

Wolf

Research whether
these living things
are carnivores,
herbivores or
omnivores.

Rhinoceros

Dolphin

Dog

Cut and stick the
living things into
the correct place
on the venn
diagram.

you can think of any extra ones.

Is eaten by

Fill in these chains with the photos of the animals. See if

Is eaten by

The Food Chain Game

Please watch the bbc bitesize
video first. Any extra food
chains can be created in a
writing book or on a separate
piece of paper using the same
format.

f

12

Killer whales work together
National
Geographic
Kids
as a team
to catch
their prey

“Early polar explorers like Captain
Scott [who set off on his fateful
expedition to the South Pole 100
years ago] told stories about killer whales
trying to knock humans off of ice floes by
creating massive waves,” says David.
“Our film crew saw first-hand how
cleverly these marine mammals put this

f

David heads
to the Poles!

f

Up close with
killer whales!

Captain Scott’s 1911
expedition team perished
after being beaten to
becoming the first to
reach the South Pole
by Norway’s Roald
Amundsen.

DID YOU
KNOW...?

trick into practice when hunting seals!”
The team used underwater cameras on
poles to film pods of killer whales working
together to catch other whales, penguins
and seals. “They’re very intelligent,” David
tells us. “And employ incredible team
tactics like blowing bubbles and creating
waves to capture their prey. Amazing!”

KILLER INSTINCTS

f

The icy realms at the very top and
bottom of our planet – the Arctic and
Antarctic – are two of the coldest,
wildest and remotest places on Earth. But
for the past four years, intrepid scientists,
researchers and film-makers have been
braving f-f-freezing temperatures to show us
what life is like for the animals and people that
call these amazing regions home!
Presenter and wildlife expert, Sir David
Attenborough, tells NG Kids about the new
TV series Frozen Planet and reveals how
surviving in these vast wildernesses takes
determination, skill and teamwork...

As temperatures plummet to
-40˚C, male emperor penguins
huddle together to protect
the eggs they are incubating in their
feathery pouch above their feet from
the freezing winds. They stand here
for over two months without food,
through the worst of the icy Antarctic
winter, while their female mate spends
time feeding on fish at sea.
“Emperor penguins survive in the
worst conditions you can imagine!”
explains David. “But they’re clever.
Like humans, they’ll stand near to
each other to keep warm, or move
behind each other to avoid the wind.
Filming these animals was a real
challenge for our team, but everybody
stuck it out – just like the penguins!”

STAND BY ME
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Pictures: © BBC/Frozen Planet. Penguins: © Getty Images UK.

ANTARCTICA is the Earth’s southernmost and fifth-largest continent
and is surrounded by the Southern
Ocean. It’s also the planet’s driest,
coldest and windiest continent. Brrr!

THE ARCTIC is at the northern-most
region of the Earth. It’s made up of
the Arctic Ocean and parts of Canada,
Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway,
Sweden, Russia and the USA.

Filming peng
uins
is cold work

f

A helicopter
was vital
when filmin
g wolves

f

One third of the planet
is frozen and the polar
ice caps hold 80% of
the world’s fresh water!
The lowest recorded
temperature on Earth
is -89˚C!

f
To find out how Adelie penguins use teamwork to survive on the ice, go to
ngkids.co.uk 13
ngkids.co.uk!

Antarctica has no permanent human residents, but many people live
in the Arctic, mainly in Siberia. Here you’ll find one of the coldest
cities on Earth, Norilsk, where temperatures can drop to a teethchattering -50˚C! The Arctic tundra (the region’s treeless plain) is also home
to many indigenous peoples like the reindeer-herding Dolgan, Nenets and
Sami. Life here can be tough, but communities work together to hunt and
look after their families. “If you asked these people if they would prefer to
live in the city with all our comforts, they would probably say no,” David tells
us. “They are perfectly adapted to survive here – and after all, it’s their home!”

Surviving in the
Arctic is tough

“Using a high-tech heligimbal
camera, the crew filmed an amazing
sequence from a helicopter, without
disturbing the wolves,” reveals David.
“The camera can be used from very
far away, and it’s also designed not
to shake – essential when filming
from a helicopter! It gives us a unique
peek into the world of the wolves.”

HOME SWEET HOME

The Arctic is home to
many indigenous people

f

DID YOU
KNOW...?

In Canada, wolves work
together to hunt one of the
Arctic’s largest mammals...
the bison. With 25 wolves in the pack,
the bison must stick together to avoid
becoming prey. But the cunning
canines split the herd and a young
bison falls victim to the wolves. The
kill will feed the pack for days.
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Wolves on the hunt for bison

POWER OF THE PACK

FROZEN PLANET

Wrap up warm, we’re heading to the coldest
places on Earth... the North and South Poles!
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Art- drawings link to writing and habitats.
Draw The Tortoise and the Hare during their race. Use a pencil first and then add colour afterwards,
you can use colour pencils, paints, oil pastels or anything else you have at home.

Art
Draw the animal prints in the box below. Remember to press lightly with your pencil as you draw.
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Each 8 squares should be shaded in a
different colour to show thirds. These
can be anywhere across the flag.
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Tiger

Lion

Wolf

Frog

Dolphin

Eagle

Carnivore

Dog

Squirrel
Polar Bear

Pig

Monkey

Badger

Omnivore

Horse

Cow

Herbivore

Rabbit

Rhinoceros

Reindeer

Sort the animals into the correct section of the Venn diagram below.

Carnivore, Herbivore or Omnivore? Answers

Giraffe

The Food Chain Game
Grass

Rabbit

Green Plant

Grass

Slug

Frog

Zebra

Oak Leaf

Grass

Fox

Lion

Caterpillar

Cow

Decaying Leaf

Blue tit

Human

Earthworm

Plankton

Salmon

Plankton

Shrimp

Seal

Tuna Fish

Shrew

Polar Bear

Humans

Owl

