
 
 

Year 2 Curriculum Map 

 

Summer 1  
Explorers and Voyagers 

Literacy Fiction 
Story writing  
Adventure Story 
 
Non-Fiction 
Letter writing 
 

Core Texts A range of story books and non-fiction texts will be 
used for answering comprehension questions and 
learning about our topics. These will be made available 
online or via the home learning booklets.  
 

Reading  
 

Epic! Reader books (home reading books will be 
assigned to children on this online platform) 
Read Write Inc.Phonics Resources 
Oxford Owl E-books 
Reading home books for pleasure 
Storytime videos on DB Primary 
 

Mathematics 
 

Revision of Fractions, Addition and Subtraction 
Faces, Shapes and Patterns 
Money 
 

Science 
 

The Environment 

Humanities 
 

Explorers and Voyagers 
 

Art and Design 
 

Impressionist Art - Monet 

PE and Health Joe Wicks ‘PE with Joe’  
Cosmic Yoga  
GoNoodle 
Available on Youtube 
 

Music 
 

ARK Music Curriculum 

Computing DB Primary Activities  

This document outlines the areas of learning for your child this term.  It has been 
adjusted to take into account that this learning may not be taking place in school.  

 



Aiming High, Achieving Together 

Bentworth Road 
London 

W12 7AJ 

Tel 020 87432527 
info@arkbentworth.org 
www.arkbentworth.org 

Year 2 Home Learning 

Learning Log: Pack 4 
Support for Home Learning can be found at Y.2@arkbentworthprimary.org 

Learning can be accessed through your child’s account on the following: 
DB Primary https://arkbentworth-lbhf.secure-dbprimary.com/ 
Mathletics https://www.mathletics.com/uk/ 

However, we recommend that this is in addition to the times below. 
Please do not feel pressured to finish all the material in one week. However, we will continue to 
give out new packs each week to ensure full coverage of the curriculum. 

Reading 

Children should read for 20 minutes daily. Free online books can be found on oxford 
owl. 

Have your child read the text provided to you, you can support them to decode any 
words they find difficult. Your child should answer the questions independently by 
searching the text, please encourage them to underline information in the text that 
helps them to answer the questions. You can mark it together and they can edit in a 
different colour, any questions they did not get right. Answers will be at the back of the 
pack.  

After this, there are some multi-syllabic words for your child to read to you. They may 
read these quite quickly or they may need support in decoding the word. To push them 
further you write them on slips of paper and have your child read them quickly as you 
flip from one to the next. You can also ask your child to put the word into a sentence to 
aid their understanding.  
Read write inc are also streaming phonics lessons online. Please google 'Ruth Miskin 
phonics' to find these. 

Writing 

 Grammar- please ask your child to complete the verbs and adjectives sheet 
provided. This will help them in their writing this week and next.  

Handwriting- please support your child with the joining of ‘led’ and ‘as’, there 
will be a video on DB primary to support. I recommend them attempting the 
joins first on a whiteboard or separate piece of paper to perfect the movements 
required. If they are confident they can do this on lined paper or in a writing 
book. If they need some support, they can complete the joins in a handwriting 
book. Examples of both are in the pack. 

In writing this week we are starting to get into character, ready to write our 
version of The Tortoise and the Hare. There is a worksheet attached called 
‘before the race…’, here your child can adopt the voice of Hare or Tortoise and 
explain how they feel about their opponent (the person who they are racing). 
They can use the ‘adjectives to describe characters’ word bank to help them. 
Please ensure they understand the word before using it and discuss with them 
whether it is appropriate to use or not.  

Following this, your child can look at the ‘sentence openers’ sheet, specifically 
the ‘where’ column to choose three story openers they might use. These should 
be written at the top of their ‘plan’. Finally, your child can complete the story 
plan attached, this is where they break the story down into five parts. The parts 
we are focusing on this week are ‘introduction’ (the setting of the scene) and 

mailto:Y.2@arkbentworthprimary.org
https://arkbentworth-lbhf.secure-dbprimary.com/
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/
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build up (the race starting).  They can write in bullet points or short sentences 
in the plan, for example, what could you see? I could see crowds, banners and 
my friend Albert. 

Maths 

In maths this week, we will be recapping our working on fractions. There are six 
worksheets attached for your child to attempt independently. This is to see how 
much they have understood regarding fractions. If they are struggling, of course 
you can support them, but please make note of what it was that they found 
difficult. When I call you for a catch up, I will be asking how they got on and if 
there is anything I need to send over to support them further.  

Additionally, there will be activities on DB primary to support with 
multiplication and division. I will also be uploading videos with ways in which 
you can help your child with division.  

A ‘Maths meeting’ type video will be uploaded onto DB primary to also support 
your child.  

Spelling Spelling will be uploaded weekly onto DB Primary, this will roll on a 
Wednesday to Wednesday basis. General spelling practice can be found on DB 
as well. 

Your child can practise their common exception words by writing them out. 
They can also put them into sentences to aid their understanding. 

The wider 
Curriculum 

 Science- We have started a new unit in Science, which is ‘The Environment’. 
This is our first Science unit from ACP (ARK curriculum plus). The unit will 
include some vocabulary that your child might find difficult to understand. I 
have made notes on pages with tips on how to support them. Please email me if 
you have any questions. The unit builds on their previous knowledge of 
habitats, please encourage them to make the links where possible. There are 
‘red sentences’ on pages which require your child to write, these sentences are 
to support them. They can practise their sentences orally first.  I will also be 
posting examples from the worksheets on Tuesday onto DB primary. 

Humanities- We have started a new unit in Humanities, which is ‘Explorers 
and Voyagers’. This is our first History unit from ACP (ARK curriculum plus). 
The unit will include some vocabulary that your child might find difficult to 
understand. I have made notes on pages with tips on how to support them. 
Please email me if you have any questions. This unit will rely on their 
knowledge of countries, continents, oceans and seas. The ‘5 oceans song’ and ‘7 
continents song’ on YouTube (by hopscotch) can help them to remember this. 
There are ‘red sentences’ on pages which require your child to write, these 
sentences are to support them. They can practise their sentences orally first.   I 
will also be posting examples from the worksheets on Tuesday onto DB 
primary. 

Art- In Art, we will be studying the work of ‘Claude Monet’, this week we will be 
thinking about ‘impressionism’ and how a painting of Monet makes us feel. 
Please follow the link to ‘Tate kids’ and search ‘Who is Claude Monet?’ There 
will be a video that talks about him and how his art made a huge impact. You 
could ask your child some questions after to aid their understanding. After this, 
they can attempt to draw his Venice painting (without colours is ok) and then 
they can answer some questions about the painting. Please encourage them to 
write in full sentences. 

French- Fortnightly, there will be a video/activity on the DB year 2 blog. 
Additionally, Duolingo has a great website/app that can support with the 
teaching of French. 
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Computing- activities will be uploaded on a Wednesday- Wednesday basis.  
 
PE- I recommend the Joe Wicks home workouts, they are streamed at 9am, but 
can be watched at any time on catch-up. These clips can be found on YouTube.   
 

Extra 
Activities 

Help your parent/career to do some hoovering.  
Help your parent/carer to clean the windows (don’t wash your rainbow 
pictures/paintings off yet!)   

Websites 

 

The following websites are offering a variety of resources free to parents: 
- www.twinkl.co.uk./offer (Code: UKTWINKLHELPS) 
- https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/primary/zd7p47h  
- https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 
- https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 
- https://www.kiddle.co/ 
- https://www.dublinzoo.ie/ 
- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
- https://www.tate.org.uk/kids 
- https://www.duolingo.com/ 

 
Many thanks for your continued support, 
Miss Squillaci  
Year 2 Teacher  

http://www.twinkl.co.uk./offer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/primary/zd7p47h
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.kiddle.co/
https://www.dublinzoo.ie/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids
https://www.duolingo.com/








Pages 4-5 

1) What were the group of people that Bryan was visiting called?

__________________________________________________ 

2) Find and copy the two methods of transport that Bryan used to get to Yamal.

__________________________ and ___________________________________ 

Pages 6-7 

3) What could Bryan see as he flew over Yamal?

________________________________________________________________ 

4) Why do you think the Nenets people wear reindeer-fur clothing?

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

5) Tick the ways in which the reindeer provide for the Nenets people

You can tick more than one 

The reindeers provide: 

• Meat for food

• Antlers for weapons

• Skin to make tents

• Fur to make warm clothes

6) Which adjective was used to describe the fish that Bryan ate? _________________

7) Which adjective was used to describe the meat that Bryan ate? _________________

Pages 8-9 

8) Tick to show whether the statement is true or false.

Statement True False 

Bryan’s beard froze because it was so cold. 

The men packed. 

The sleds had high sides to stop children from falling 

out  

Bryan saw a wolverine. 



re
ac

hi
ng

re
pe

at

in
cr

ea
se

te
ac

he
r

ea
gl

e
pe

an
ut

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: e
a

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: e
a

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: e
a

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: e
a

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: e
a

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: e
a

SE
T3

_M
U

LT
I-S

YL
LA

BI
C

_W
O

R
D

S.
in

dd
   

1
22

/1
1/

20
17

   
11

:3
9



po
in

te
d

po
iso

n

ho
ist

ed
bo

ili
ng

to
ile

t
sp

oi
lt

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: o
i

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: o
i

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: o
i

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: o
i

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: o
i

Se
t 

3 
M

u
lt

i-s
yl

la
bi

c 
W

or
ds

: o
i

SE
T3

_M
U

LT
I-S

YL
LA

BI
C

_W
O

R
D

S.
in

dd
   

2
22

/1
1/

20
17

   
11

:3
9



Grammar

Verb- a doing or being word 'I run', 'he went', 
'you are' 



Adjective- a word that tells you more about a noun- big cat, red ball. 



Handwriting 

These joins can be completed in your handwriting book or in your writing 
book. Notice where the letters sit in the handwriting lines and how I try to 
keep them the same size in my writing book.  

Writing 

In writing this week we are starting to get into character, ready to write our version of The 
Tortoise and the Hare. There is a worksheet attached called ‘before the race…’, here your 
child can adopt the voice of Hare or Tortoise and explain how they feel about their 
opponent (the person who they are racing). They can use the ‘adjectives to describe 
characters’ word bank to help them. Please ensure they understand the word before using it 
and discuss with them whether it is appropriate to use or not. Following this, your child can 
look at the ‘sentence openers’ sheet, specifically the ‘where’ column to choose three story 
openers they might use. These should be written at the top of their ‘plan’. Finally, your child 
can complete the story plan attached, this is where they break the story down into five 
parts. The parts we are focusing on this week are ‘introduction’ (the setting of the scene) 
and build up (the race starting).  They can write in bullet points or short sentences in the 
plan, for example, what could you see? I could see crowds, banners and my friend Albert. 



 



 Before the race… 

Who are you? 

I am 
___________________. 

Describe yourself using 
three adjectives… 

Three adjectives to describe me, well I am 

____________________, 

___________________ and 

_____________________. 

What are you about to do?  

I am about to have a ______________. 

Who will you be racing?  

I will be racing __________________. 

Describe your opponent using three 
adjectives… 

Three adjectives to describe 

_________________    he/she is 

__________________________, _________________________ and 

__________________________.  

Draw yourself 

Draw your opponent 



Who will be there to watch you race? Think of woodland 

animals…  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

What will you say/do to your opponent when you meet 

them at the race starting point? I will say… I will… 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

What will you do during the race to make sure that you 

win? I will… I definitely will not…  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

What will you do/say if you win? I will…  

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

What will you do/say if you lose?  

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 





My story plan… 

Story openers I could use: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Tense: We are writing in the past tense, telling the story as if the race has already happened.  

Character: I was _____________________ 

Setting: __________________________________________ 

If it is a woodland it could have a name, for example ‘Honeybee forest’  

Describe the setting to yourself or an adult and draw it on a separate piece of paper. 

Story 

part 

What were you 

doing?  

I was… 

What could you 

see?  

I could see… 

What could you 

hear?  

I could hear… 

How did you feel? 

Why? 

I felt… because… 

 
Introduction 

(before you 

meet your 

opponent, set 

the scene, 

who was 

there?)  

 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 
Build-up  

(meeting your 

opponent and 

beginning the 

race)  

 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 

___________ 
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Year 2 

We know that working at home may be difficult, so we have created these booklets to 
make learning as easy and as much fun as possible! 

If you get stuck or find this hard, then do not worry. Speak to your teacher or an 
adult from school when they get in touch and they will be able to help you.  

This unit has six different sessions, and each should take you around 1 hour. 
(It probably would work best to complete these as two 30 min sessions rather than 
trying to complete the whole hour in one go – but choose whatever works best for 
you!) 

The lessons will feel different from the way they feel in school. For example, each 
‘talk task’ could be used as a ‘thought task’ and you can complete each ‘partner task’ 
on your own.   

You should still answer the quizzes at the beginning of each new session to check 
how much you have remembered from the session before.   

Here are your six sessions: 

We hope you enjoy learning all about our environment and how we can protect it. If 
you have access to the internet, then you could also research the answers to 
questions or find interesting websites to read and videos to watch. There are lots of 
them out there – ask your teacher for ideas! 

Why do we need to protect our planet?

How can we save water?

Does recycling make a difference?

Why are trees important to the environment?

Will switching off a light bulb really save the world?

Home Project - Protecting our Environment

Science- The Environment 
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Existing Knowledge 

Using what you already know can you answer the following questions: 

(i) What do we mean by the term ‘our environment?’

(ii) In what ways can we look after ‘our environment?’

Our environment is...
We can look after our environment by...
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Session 1: 

Why do we need to protect our planet? 

Key Knowledge 

 Our environment is the place where we live 

 The planet Earth is our natural environment 

 Our environment consists of  the natural elements: air, water and land 

 The way we live is damaging the natural environment  

 We can change the way we do things to protect our world  

Key Vocabulary 

 The environment refers to the place where we live. 

 To damage means to break something. (For example, ‘ She damaged her toys.’ ) 

 To protect means to look after. 

 Sustainable means that something can keep going for a long time. 

Thinking Task: Where do monkeys live? 
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Our Environment 

OK – so some of you might have noticed that picture on the last page was a ‘chimpanzee’ 
rather than a monkey. Well spotted! 

They live in… trees.  

So, trees or forests are the environment that monkeys or chimpanzees live in. 

Look out of your window. 

What is your local environment? It might be a town or a city or a village. 

My local environment is a __________________________________________ 

Draw what you can see. 
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Our Environment 

As well as living in a town, a city or a village we also live on a planet. 

What is the name of the planet on which we live? 

We live on a planet called Earth. 

Sometimes when we are talking about the environment, we are referring to the natural 
elements of the earth.  

Our natural environment is made up of air, water and land. 

We need air to breathe. 

We need water to drink. 

We need land to live on. 

We need our natural environment to survive! 

 Earth Mars  Sun 
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We are hurting our natural environment 

The way we choose to live can be damaging to our natural environment. 

Have a look at some of the pictures below. Place a tick next to the ones which you think might 
be bad for planet earth. 
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We are hurting our natural environment 

You could have placed a tick next to all the images on the last page. 

(i) Burning gases causes pollution which is very bad for the atmosphere and the air we
breathe.

(ii) Plastic can be bad for the environment because it ends up in our seas and oceans,
killing wildlife.

(iii) Trees are important for the world. If we knock down too many trees, we will damage
the planet.

(iv) We need to make the most of the water we have. It is important not to waste water.

(v) It is important to turn off lights, so we don’t waste energy.

Choose one of the pictures and write what we could do that would help prevent the way in 
which we are damaging the environment. 

________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________ 

We need to stop... This will help the environment by...
We need to... If we stop... the environment will...
If we do not stop... ... will happen. 

The red sentences on this page are to support your child's answer. They will choose one of the 
points to talk about and explain what will happen if we continue to do this/do not stop doing 
this. 
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Existing Knowledge: 

What do you know about explorers and voyagers? 

Write down anything you already know about explorers or voyagers 
around the picture below. You could also write down anything you know 
about the world. 

40AD 

43AD 

60AD 

71AD 

77AD 

83AD 

History- Explorers and Voyagers 

A colour version of this image will be uploaded to 
DB primary. 
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Session 1: 

What is an explorer and who was Marco Polo? 

Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

 An explorer is a person who explores a new or unfamiliar area 

 Marco Polo is an explorer, famous for his voyages to China 
and central Asia 

 The Silk Road was a network of routes used by merchants to 
transport goods from China to Europe. 

 His book ‘The Travels of Marco Polo’ inspired fellow explorer 
Christopher Columbus 

 explorer 

 voyager 

 prosperous 

 merchant 

 lucrative 

 advisor 

An explorer is someone who explores a new or unfamiliar area or place. Explorers
do not need to travel the whole world. Marco Polo was a great explorer.  

Marco Polo was born in Venice in Italy in 1254. The blue map points to where Italy is 
and the yellow map points to where Venice is in Italy. 

The painting shows what it may have been like in Venice at this time 

A colour version of this image will be uploaded to DB 
primary. 

The key words can be learnt by using 'my turn, your turn'. The 
adult says the word and the child repeats the word back. The 
definitions can be found throughout this session and the 
following session and are used in context. 

You can ask your child, which continent is 
Italy a part of? 

It may be helpful to use a map of Europe that your 
child has seen before to help show where Italy is. 
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Task: 

What can you learn about Venice in the past from this painting and from where 

it is on the two maps? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

The maps show us that Venice was next to the sea. We can see from the painting 

that lots of ships could visit from other places. Venice became very powerful 

because lots of people visited to buy and sell things.  

Task: 

Why do you think Marco’s father did not find out about his wife's death for 15

years? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 Marco Polo’s mother died when he was born so he was looked after by his aunt and 
uncle. His father and uncle were both merchants and his father was working at sea
when his mother died. A merchant is someone who trades things and they would be
away for long periods of time.  

After Marco Polo’s father came home to Venice after travelling, he finally found out that 
 

his wife had died. Marco was 15 years old by the time this happened.  

From the picture I can see that Venice was close to...
From the picture I can see that Venice was...
I think Venice had/ was...because in the picture I can see...

I think Marco's father did not find out about his wife's death for 15 years because....
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The Silk Road 

Instead of leaving Marco at home in Venice, his father and his uncle thought that it 

would be better to take Marco back to China with them. In 1271 they left for their 

journey. They used a route called the Silk Road to travel to China from Italy.  

The Silk Road is 5000 miles long. This route was used by merchants to move goods 
from China to Europe. The Silk Road is not one single road, it is a network of 
multiple routes. On the map here you can see some of the water routes in blue and 
some of the land routes in red.  

It is called ‘The Silk Road’ because so many people traded silk along these routes. It 
was a very lucrative business and this means that they made lots of money
because silk was very expensive.  

Task: 

Which different places can you see on this map? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

On the map I can see...
I can see the ... ocean 
I can see the ... sea
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On the way to China, Marco Polo visited many different cities and places. You can 
see those places on this map.  

Task: 

Can you find and draw arrows from the pictures to the places on the map? 

Gobi Desert 

The Holy City of Jerusalem Yunnan 

The Hindu Kush Mountains 
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During some of the journey, they will have travelled using camels. 
When Marco got home to Venice, he retold all his stories to a writer. 
The people who heard and read his stories had never seen or heard 
about the places Marco had visited and they were fascinated. 

Task:  

Use the pictures to describe some of the things that Marco Polo saw. 

Write your description of each place here: 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

The Holy City of 

Jerusalem 

Yunnan Gobi Desert The Hindu Kush 

Mountains 

Marco Polo saw...
Marco Polo travelled through... on a camel.
He also saw... which were/was...
The... was...
Challenge: In... Marco Polo might have felt... because....

Example on DB.



Art 

In Art we will be studying the artist ‘Claude Monet’ (Mon-ay). Please watch the video 
referenced in the learning log to find out more about him.  

Here is a painting that Claude Monet painted of a part of Venice. A full colour 
version can be found online or on DB primary.  

Have a go at drawing it yourself in the box below or a separate piece of paper if you need 
more space… 

  

 



What does this painting tell you about what Venice was like?  

The painting tells/shows me that Venice was… 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

How does the painting make you feel? 

The painting makes me feel… because…  

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Do you like the painting? Explain your answer 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 



Pages 4-5 

1) What were the group of people that Bryan was visiting called?

Bryan was visiting the Nenets people. 

2) Find and copy the two methods of transport that Bryan used to get to Yamal.

plane and helicopter 

Pages 6-7 

3) What could Bryan see as he flew over Yamal?

He could see a snow covered forest and lots of reindeer. 

4) Why do you think the Nenets people wear reindeer-fur clothing?

I think they wear reindeer-fur clothing because it is very cold in the in Serbia and they need to keep 

warm.  

5) Tick the ways in which the reindeer provide for the Nenets people

You can tick more than one 

The reindeers provide: 

• Meat for food

• Antlers for weapons

• Skin to make tents

• Fur to make warm clothes

6) Which adjective was used to describe the fish that Bryan ate?  Raw

7) Which adjective was used to describe the meat that Bryan ate? Tender

Pages 8-9 

8) Tick to show whether the statement is true or false.

Statement True False 

Bryan’s beard froze because it was so cold. 

The men packed. 

The sleds had high sides to stop children from falling 

out  

Bryan saw a wolverine. 

Answer pages
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