
Ancient Civilizations: The Greeks Knowledge Organiser
What was it like in Ancient Greece?
Ancient Greece included the mainland and many small islands. It is surrounded 
by the Mediterranean Sea. This meant that the cities and towns relied on being 
able to trade.  The land was very mountainous and so many parts of it were 
uninhabitable – the mountains and hot climate meant that it was also difficult 
for agriculture to be successful. 
Ancient Greece was not ruled by one single individual. By the classical age,  
it was separated into different city-states, each with its own ruler, systems  
and rules. Two of the biggest city-states were Athens and Sparta. 

Who were the Ancient Greeks?
The Ancient Greeks were a civilization who 
dominated the Mediterranean thousands of 
years ago. Government, philosophy, science, 
mathematics, art, literature and sports were 
impacted by the Ancient Greeks.
During the time of the Ancient Greeks, Athens 
was the center of power. The city was named after 
the Greek goddess Athena. She was goddess of 
wisdom, war, and civilization. Her shrine, the 
Parthenon, sits on top of a hill in the centre of  
the city.
The people of Athens were often at war with 
the people of Sparta. The Spartans didn’t study 
philosophy, art, or theatre, they studied war.  
All Spartan men trained to become warriors  
from the day they were born.

Glossary

1 Ancient Something which is very old and existed many years ago.

2 Civilization A society that is advanced, lives in cities and has government and language.

3 Agriculture The raising of crops and farm animals – farming.

4 Greek Someone or something from Greece.

5 Crete A Greek island in the Mediterranean Sea.

6 Mountainous Somewhere which has land with many mountains.

7 Coastal Somewhere which is at or near to the coast (sea). 

8 City-States (Polis) Ancient Greek cities which had their own laws, governments and armies.

9 Trade Exchanging with or buying and selling goods to someone else. 

10 Mythology A collection of ancient stories known as myths.

11 Minotaur A monster from Greek mythology that is half man, half bull.

12 Labyrinth A type of maze.

13 Invasion To attack and take over somewhere using an army.

14 Culture The language, art and ideas of a group of people.

15 Olympics A festival to honour Zeus where Greeks competed against each other.

16 Democracy A type of government where the people are able to vote.

17 Architecture The art of designing buildings.

18 Acropolis A large hill in the centre of Athens.

19 Hoplite A citizen-soldier of the Ancient Greek city-states.

20 Philosopher Someone who thinks and writes about the meaning of life and living.

Significant People and Places

Hera Zeus Socrates Plato 

Queen of the Greek gods on 
Mount Olympus and also the 

goddess of marriage and birth. 

King of the Greek gods on 
Mount Olympus and also god 

of the sky, lightning  
and thunder. 

One of the most influential 
founders of western 

philosophy. 

One of the foremost influential 
figures in the world of ancient 

philosophy. Student of 
Socrates. 

Significant People and Places

Aristotle Helen of Troy Miltiades Homer

The most influential thinker 
of his time. A famous Greek 
philosopher and polymath. 

Her life is clouded in Myths 
but multiple accounts tell of 
Helen of Troy ‘the face that 
launched a thousand ships’.

The Athenian general whose 
strategy for battle won a 
famous Greek battle at 

Marathon.

Composer of Iliad and 
Odyssey, arguably two of the 
greatest poems written in the 

history of world culture.

Key Dates and Events 
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Th
e 

E
ar

ly
 G

re
ek

s

The Minoan 
Civilization 

2500BC

(Bronze 
Age)

•  Development of Bronze

•  Sea based trade with Egypt and 
other Mediterranean countries

•  Achievement of Minoan architects, 
artists and engineers

The  
Mycenaean 
Civilization

1500 BC
•  The first decipherable written 

scripts

•  The Trojan War (facts and myths)
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The Dorian 
Civilization 
 
The Dark 
Ages 

and

The Archaic 
Era

1100 BC •  Cultural collapse and decline  
in Literacy

(Iron Age) • Development of Oral traditions

• Smelting of Iron

•  Development of Polis as a form  
of government

800 BC • Rise of Athens and Sparta

776 BC • The first Olympic Games

750 BC •  Homer writes the Iliad and 
Odyssey

•  Development of Athenian 
Democracy

The Classic 
Period

500 BC • The Persian War

490 BC •  Greek philosophy, art and science 
at the peak of their creativity 

432 BC •  The Greeks defeat Persian invaders 
at the battle of Marathon

•  The Parthenon in Athens is 
complete

•  The Peloponnesian Wars

338 BC •  Philip II and Alexander the Great

Who were the Early Greeks?
The Early Greeks were known as the Minoans and 
the Mycenae. 
The Minoans built a large civilization on the 
island of Crete and built a huge palace in the city 
of Knossos. Greek mythology tells of a labyrinth 
under the palace where the king, King Minos, kept 
a Minotaur. 
The Mycenae ruled after the Minoans – they 
conquered them but some also say the Minoans 
were weakened by a volcanic eruption. The 
Mycenae are sometimes called the first Greeks 
because they were first to speak the Greek 
language. They adapted the language of the 
Minoans and made it their own – it was called 
Linear B. The Mycenae saw their cities destroyed 
by the Dorians who invaded from the sea. 


