Thursday 4th February 2021
Year 4
Maths

Reading

The Explorer
What you are going to read:

They found a place to stop. Fred went looking is
there was any danger. Con wanted to come too
but Max grabbed her ankle and Cons face
changed colour (flushed). Fred thought that they
were a group of explores and they all trusted each
other. Max was watching the splashes bounce
back (rebound) off the river. Then they saw
something! It was dolphins! Lila told Max to be
quite because they were deciding if they trust
them. They were not sure but guessing
(speculatively) as they swam closer and then they
turned away. Fred jumped in after them and one
came back to touch his hand! They found and fig
tree and ate lots of figs! Max said that he doesn’t
like sharing and he said that arrogantly
(haughtily). Let’s see what happens…

Step one: Write the date
Thursday 4th February 2021
Step two: Read and answer the questions below
Questions:
1)Why was Fred’s heart beating in his ears? Pg2
2)How would you feel if you saw pink dolphins and they
surrounded your boat?
3)Put speculative into sentence. Pg5
4)How did Fred know that the dolphin was kind?Pg5
5) How did the author describe the stars? Pg9
Can you put different adjectives to describe them?

Top Tip
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full
sentences!
Vocab:
Flushed – skin changed to a red colour.
Expedition- a group of explorers.
Rebounding- bounce back
Speculative – guessing but not sure of something.
Haughtily- arrogantly

Step three:
Re read pages 4,5and 6 focus on punctuation.

Writing
Step one: Write the date and underline.
Thursday 4th January 2021
Step two: Write our learning objective and underline.
To be able to find your characteristics
Step three: Recap on what is a simile poem
Simile poems are poems that are built around an extended simile or
a series of similes.
Step four: You are going to write characteristics for you! As
tomorrow you are going to write a simile poem about yourself. This
is my example below.

Loud

Friendly

Smiley

Miss Cox

Talkative

Small

Outgoing
Sporty

If you have more then
add more, don’t just
stick to the boxes.

Step five: Challenge! Can you think of similes to
describe your best friend?

Which animals call a tropical
rainforest their home? Part two
At the top of a tropical rainforest, in the emergent layer,
animals need to be able to move in the top, most
unstable branches without falling to the ground below.
The animals are usually small enough to be supported
by the long, thin trunk. Any monkeys found here need to be
good at balancing and swinging, jumping or gliding between
the trees. In the emergent layer of the Amazon Rainforest you
can find birds, bats, gliders and butterflies. You also find birds of
prey such as white-tailed hawks and harpy eagles; they build
their nests high in the trees so they can swoop down and snatch
animals and birds from the layers below.
The canopy layer of a tropical rainforest is filled with fruits and
so most animals live within this layer. The animals are all good at
climbing and moving between the branches. Within the Amazon
Rainforest you can see (and hear) scarlet macaws, toucans,
spider monkeys and howler monkeys. You can also see the much
quieter two-toed sloth which moves slowly, chewing on the fruits
and leaves offered by the canopy. In addition to these animals,
thousands of insects can be found within this layer.
In the understory layer below, many different animals can also
be found. The lack of light means animals are camouflaged
from each other. This camouflage is useful for both predators
and prey. Animals found in the understory layer of the Amazon
Rainforest include snakes and insects. You may see lines of
leafcutter ants matching up and down the branches or even
boa constrictors waiting patiently, ready to drop down onto their
prey. Sometimes in the understory of the Amazon, there may be
jaguars, also waiting to pounce.
The largest animals live on the forest floor alongside small
decomposers such as termites, slugs and worms. The
decomposers break down the rotting leaves which have fallen
from the trees. In the Amazon Rainforest you can see larger
animals such as tapirs, armadillos and anteaters as well as
agoutis and lowland pacas. These are smaller rodents which hide
from the predators under the leaves and roots. Jaguars can also
be found moving along the forest floor.

Why is it important that the animals found in the emergent layer are small or can fly?
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	Each of these animals live in the Amazon Rainforest.
What can you find out about them?
Animal

Information

Capybara

Jaguar

Pygmy Marmoset

Tapir

Toco Toucan

Poison Dart Frog

Amazon River Dolphin
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	Design and label a new animal for a layer of the Amazon Rainforest.
Use what you know about the animals already there to ensure your
animal will survive.
Layer of the Amazon Rainforest:

Describe your animal. What makes it suited to the layer you chose?
Why is it not suited to the other rainforest layers?
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Music

Understanding call and response in Samba music
In this lesson, you will be looking at Samba music
and layering different rhythms over the top of
each other. You will learn a new call and response
song and carry on improvising in different ways;
learning tips and tricks; with songs and pieces of
music.
It would be great to see what you are doing at home so
don’t forget to upload your music lessons.

