Tuesday 19th January 2021
Year 4
Maths

Reading

The Explorer
What you are going to read:
Laila and Max were helping Fred with making the raft.
Lila got herself covered in this black powder which
comes from burnt wood (soot). Max was finding liana
vines. Con decided to join in not talking or looking at
anyone she made rope out the liana vines. Fred was so
proud of his raft- it kept him distracted from how
hungry he is. For lunch they ate coco beans Uncooked
(raw). No one liked them. Max lip started
shaking(quivering). He didn’t like the food and wanted
to go home. Fred said that he did too. He gave up on
eating the Grub (larvae) that were in the coco pods.
Con found acai berries that are a type of fruit. They ate
them, they even tried them roasted- but they didn’t
like them. In the night they all woke up in a lot of pain
(excoriating) and they all had to go to the toilet behind
the tree (lavo-tree). Fred woke up and went to finish
the raft while the others where sleeping. On the raft he
tied the branches together with this climbing plant that
hangs from trees (lianas). He finished the raft. and not
wanting to (reluctantly) leave the raft he went to find
the others.

Step one: Write the date
Tuesday 19th January 2021
Step two: Read the questions
Step three: Answer the questions below
Questions:
1) What does it mean when Con unwound herself from her angry
ball of limbs? Pg1
2) What did the raft distract Fred from? Pg2
3) How did the author describe Fred’s sweat? Pg2
4) What does the author mean by Fred trying to fill the churning
whole in his stomach? Pg4
5) Draw a picture of how you think Fred’s raft looks like.
Vocab:
Soot- black and powdery, comes from burnt wood.
Liana vines
Raw – uncooked
Quivering – tremble/ shaking
Larvae- caterpillar/grub (a little insect)
Excruciating- very painful
Lavo-tree – what they call their toilet behind the tree.
Lianas- a woody climbing plant that hangs from trees, especially in
tropical rainforests.
Reluctantly- not wanting to do something.
Top Tip
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full
sentences!
Step four:
Re read pages 1,2 and 3 focus on punctuation.

Writing

Step one: Write the date and underline
Tuesday 19th January 2021
Step two: Write our learning objective and underline
To find our Success Criteria.
Step three: Write down our three Success Criteria
1) Using paragraphs logically to organise ideas around a
theme.
2) Using the present perfect form of verbs instead of the
simple past.
3) Using a greater variety of sentence openers.
Step four: Finding sentence starters.
How many sentence starters can you find in the model text?
Write them all down in your book.
As a starting point, I have underlined three for you.
Step five: Changing the past tense into the present tense.
On the next page there are 10 sentences can you change
these sentences into the present tense?

1) The river Nile was over thirty million years old.
2) I read an interesting book about the Nile last week.
3) Yesterday I swam in the Nile.
4) Yesterday the banks of the Nile flooded.
5) We saw all these amazing animals in the Amazon.
6) We ate grubs from coco pods.
7) Two weeks ago, we swam in a lake with alligators.
8) I made a raft to travel home.

Step six: Find paragraphs to organise ideas.
Circle the three subheadings that relate to the title.

The River Nile
The river Nile is over thirty million years old. Tourist travel to the Nile every year due
to its historical importance as it allowed the ancient Egyptians to start their lives
there. Furthermore, it also provides a home to many species of animals and plants.
Did you know that the Nile is approximately 4132 miles long? That makes it the
longest river in the world.
Location
Where the river Nile starts is not certain. It runs through Egypt and many other
countries in Africa. Some people think that it originates in Burundi. The water in the
Nile comes from the White Nile and the Blue Nile. The White Nile water comes from
Lake Victoria, which is in Africa, whilst the Blue Nile water comes from Lake Tana in
Ethiopia.
The life of the Nile
In the past the Nile was the source of life for the ancient Egyptians. It played an
important part in allowing the first humans to settle and live on its banks around
5000 BC. In addition, the riverbanks were also filled with a reed called papyrus, which
was turned into a kind of paper. Therefore, the ancient Egyptians also used these
reeds to build the boats that they would use to transport people, goods and
materials up and down the river. The ancient Egyptians would use the river to catch
fish with spears and nets as well as catch birds that came to the water. Nowadays the
Nile is a huge tourist attraction which creates money for Egypt and the neighbouring
countries. Today the river continues to be a great source for transportation and trade
routes connecting Africa with locations in Europe and beyond.
Climate
On average the Nile floods every year. This happens because the melting snow on
the Ethiopian mountains and the summer rain creates floods. First, the water would
rush down the Nile and into Egypt where it would burst the banks and flow onto all
the nearby flat fields. In addition, the farmers would then build mud-brick reservoirs
to keep the water in. However, they would then build canals to allow the water to
flow near their land to make it easy to move to the crops.
To conclude, not everyone is sure where the river Nile starts, but some people think
that it is starts from Burundi. Secondly, The Nile was a source of life for the
Egyptians. It helped them with food and water. As well as that, the farmer’s built
banks to help stop the flood of the river and to allow the water to flow to their crops.

Lesson 3

How can we classify animals?
Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

•

Vertebrates are animals with a backbone

•

vertebrate

•

Mammals are a type of vertebrate

•

mammal

•

Reptiles are a type of vertebrate

•

reptile

•

Fish are a type of vertebrate

•

amphibian

•

Birds are a type of vertebrate

•

fish

•

Amphibians are a type of vertebrate

•

bird

Knowledge Quiz 3.2
1. How many characteristics of life are there?

5

6

7

8

an animal

a song

a bird

producer

herbivore

producer

tree

predator

herbivore

2. All food chains begin with:

a plant

3. The plant in a food chain is called the:

consumer

predator

4. Something which eats something else is called a:

consumer

plant

5. What is always at the top of a food chain?

producer

prey
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 hat can you see in this image?
W
What do all of these animal skeletons have in common?
How are they different?

What is a vertebrate?
A vertebrate is an animal with a backbone. A backbone is a long column of bones which
supports the body and protects the spinal cord. Vertebrate include mammals, fish, birds,
reptiles and amphibians.
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What are mammals, amphibians, fish, birds and reptiles?
All mammals, amphibians, fish, birds and reptiles are vertebrates.
Mammals are warm-blooded and they have skin which is covered in fur or hair. Mammals give
birth to their young and feed them with milk when they are first born.
Amphibians are cold-blooded and can live on land or in water. They can breathe and absorb
water through their skin which is very thin and feels wet. Amphibians lay eggs and begin their lives
in water, they later develop lungs and can live on land.
Fish are cold-blooded and can be covered in scales or have slimy skin. Most fish breathe through
gills and all fish live in water. Most fish lay eggs but some can give birth to live young.
Birds are warm-blooded, have wings and are covered in feathers. Most, but not all birds, can fly.
Birds lay eggs in a nest and they keep the eggs warm until the hatch.
Reptiles are cold-blooded and have dry skin made up of scales. Reptiles can go into water
but they cannot breathe underwater. They mostly lay eggs although some snakes give birth
to live young.

Match the key term to the definition:

Mammal

A vertebrate that is cold blooded and has
dry skin and scales — most have young
which hatch from an egg.

Fish

A vertebrate that is warm blooded, usually
covered in hair or fur and which gives birth
to live young.

Bird

A vertebrate that is cold blooded, can live
on land and in water and has soft, wet skin
— it lays eggs.

Reptile

A vertebrate that is cold blooded, lives in
water and breathes through gills — most
young emerge from an egg.

Amphibian

A vertebrate that warm blooded and has
wings and feathers — it has young which
hatch from an egg.
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PSHE
Life is about balance
Step one: Watch the Video on DB primary.
Step two:
Create a prompt that you can stick
somewhere in your house. Make sure that it
includes three key components to show a
balance lifestyle.
Make sure it includes:
Lots of pictures
Colour
That you want to have a balance every day!
Post your pictures/posters that
you have created on DB! I can’t
wait to see them!
Challenge: How does this link to
health and wellbeing?

