Monday 25th January 2021
Year 4
Maths

Reading

The Explorer
What you are going to read:
Fred explained that lots of people used to come out to
the Amazon. He got excited that the person who
brough the sardine tin could be English, and he started
talking about all the explorers he had read about. He
told them about this city an explorer came across
made by the Incas. Lila was interested and her face
glowed(radiated). He talked about how they found
Machu Picchu. Con is thinking that something bad
might happen to them (ominously) as she doesn’t think
they will survive. Fred explained that newspapers
make people sound better than they are. He talked
about a man called Percy Fawcett. He had maggots in
the bend (crook) of his elbow. He sent his last letter of
communication by a telegram. They enjoyed Fred’s
knowledge. He went looking for some more wood and
he found something else…. Lets see what it is!

Step one: Write the date
Monday 25th January 2021

Step two: Read the questions
Step three: Answer the questions below
Questions:
1) Why did Fred feel a hot surge rising in his chest? P1
2) If someone describes themselves as Peruvian where are
they from? Pg1
3) What does Fred mean when he says ‘Newspapers want
people to sound like that. As if they have clean
shoes.’pg3
4) Why is Fred growing weaker, and the blook in his veins
felt thinner? Pg3
5) When Fred was walking through the forest why did it
get darken even though it was mid-afternoon? Pg 4
Top Tip
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full
sentences!
Vocab:
Incas – American Indian who were a small tribe in the
highlands of Peru in South America.
Radiated- Glowed
Machu Picchu
Ominously – something bad might happen.
Crook – bend
Step four:
Re read pages 5,6 and 7 focus on.

Machu Picchu

Writing
Step one: Write the date and underline
Monday 25th January 2021
Step two: Write our learning objective and underline
To plan our non-chronological report.
Step three: Write down our three Success Criteria
1) Using paragraphs logically to organise ideas around a theme.
2) Using the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple
past.
3) Using a greater variety of sentence openers.
Step four: Planning YOUR introduction

You are going to bullet point your ideas as we are
only planning. Your introduction is an overview of what you are
going to be writing about. You will need three/four facts and a Did
you know fact.
Example:

• The Nile is over thirty million years old.
• Tourists travel every year because of the historical importance
with the Egyptians.
• It provides home to lots of animals and plants
• Did you know that the Nile is 4132 miles long?
• Longest river in the world.

Fact one

Fact
two

The river Nile is over thirty million years old. Tourist travel to the Nile every year due
to its historical importance as it allowed the ancient Egyptians to start their lives
there. Furthermore, it also provides a home to many species of animals and plants.
Did you know that the Nile is approximately 4132 miles long? That makes it the
Fact
longest river in the world.
Fact four
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Did you know fact

You are writing about the Amazon! To help you get facts about the
Amazon you can find your humanities packs and use your knowledge
from there.
Step five: Planning YOUR first subheading Location.
Like the introduction you are going to bullet point five/six facts about
the location of the Amazon. Again, use your humanities to help you.
If you are stuck, you can also use the internet.
Example:
• Don’t know where the river starts.
• It runs through lots of countries
• The Nile started in Burundi
• The water comes from the white and Blue Nile
• The White Nile comes from Lake Victoria the Blue Nile comes
from Lake Tana.
Fact one
Location

Fact
two

Where the river Nile starts is not certain. It runs through Egypt and
many other countries in Africa. Some people think that it originates
in Burundi. The water in the Nile comes from the White Nile and the Fact
Blue Nile. The White Nile water comes from Lake Victoria, which is in three
Africa, whilst the Blue Nile water comes from Lake Tana in Ethiopia.
Fact four

Fact
five

Check list:
Introduction:

Location:

• Four/five facts

• Five/ six facts

• Did you know fact

• Sentence starters

• Sentence starters

• Present tense

• Present tense

• Do you all your facts
link to the location of
the Amazon?

Lesson 4

What is in like inside a tropical rainforest?
Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

•

Tropical rainforests have four different layers

•

layer

•

Each layer has certain characteristics

•

evergreen

•

Each layer has access to differing amounts of sunlight
and rainfall

•

deciduous

•

characteristics

•

The top layer is the emergent layer

•

emergent

•

The next layer is the canopy layer

•

canopy

•

The next layer is the understory layer

•

understory

•

The final layer is the forest floor

•

forest floor

Knowledge Quiz 3.3
1. Which of these are features of a tropical rainforest?
high rainfall

low rainfall

cold temperatures

hot temperatures

United Kingdom

Antarctic Circle

2. Tropical rainforests are located near to the:
Arctic Circle

Equator

3. How many countries does the Amazon Rainforest spread to?
9
7

8

9

4. Tropical rainforests only have evergreen tree.
true

false

5. Tropical rainforests are only found in South America.
true

false
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What do you know about tropical rainforests?

What are the different layers of a tropical rainforest?
Tropical rainforests are full of thick, leafy trees. Most of those trees are evergreen but some, like the
kapok tree, are deciduous. Tropical rainforests are humid places that experience consistent high
temperatures and rainfall all year around but what is it like inside a tropical rainforest?
Tropical rainforests have four very different layers, and each layer has its own characteristics.
The layers are different because they get differing amounts of sunlight and rainfall.

Emergent
The emergent layer is at the very top.
Layer

Canopy
Then there is the canopy layer underneath.
Layer

Understory
Below that is the understory layer.
Layer

Forest
The forest floor is at the bottom.
Floor
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The emergent layer is the top layer of the tropical rainforest. It
receives bright sunlight, lots and rain and is very windy. There are
very few trees at the very top of the rainforest but those that do
reach the top can be as tall as 50–80 metres. They have thick,
small, waxy leaves that can tolerate the hot sun and strong
blowing winds. The trees also tower on thin trunks which hold
them up towards the sunlight.
The canopy layer sits below the emergent layer. The trees and
other plants can be as tall as 30–50 metres and are crowded
together. This layer of the tropical rainforest receives plenty of
sunlight and rain. It is not as windy as the emergent layer but
there is still a slight breeze. Within the canopy layer there are
plants with thick branches and large, oval shaped leaves. Some
plants here grow on other trees or wrap around their trunks.
The understory layer sits below the emergent layer. The plants
can be anywhere between 1 and 30 metres tall but are usually
no taller than 5 metres. In the understory layer it is warm, damp
and sheltered by the canopy layer above. Some rain and
sunlight reach this layer, but it is still quite dark in most places.
Large-leafed plants grow here, and smaller trees can grow where
there are patches of sunlight.
The forest floor is at the very bottom of a tropical rainforest. It
is dark and damp because of the humid air. Barely any light
reaches this layer and sometimes there is no light at all. It can
also take a long time for the smallest amount of rain to reach the
floor. Within the forest floor layer there are rotting leaves as well as
fungi and new plants where there are patches of sunlight. Within
this layer you can also find thick buttress roots which support the
trees above whilst also searching for water.

What are the different layers of a tropical rainforest?
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
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Why does so little sunlight and rainfall reach the forest floor? 



Why might some plants wrap themselves around the trunks of the taller trees? 




Forest Floor

Understory Layer

Canopy Layer

Emergent Layer

Sort the statements into the correct rainforest layer.
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understory

receives around ¾ of
the sunlight

receives most of the
rainfall
quite windy and
much warmer
trees up to 30-50
metres tall
thick branches and
large oval leaves
plants wrapped
around trunks

receives all of the
rainfall

very windy and
warm

trees up to 50-80
metres tall

thick, small, waxy
leaves

thin trunks holding up
to sunlight

sometimes no
sunlight at all

bottom layer of the
rainforest

forest floor

small trees in
patches of sunlight

large-leafed plants

trees between 1 and
30 metres tall

little wind and is hot
and humid

buttress roots of trees

fungi growing

rotting leaves

no wind and is very
hot and humid

receives some of the takes a long time for
rainfall
rain to reach

Receives around ½
of the sunlight

below the emergent
above the forest floor
layer

canopy

receives all of the
sunlight

top layer of the
rainforest

emergent
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