Thursday 28th January 2021
Year 4
Maths

Reading

The Explorer
What you are going to read:
Max grabbed Cons hand to show everyone what he
was talking about. Fred was surprised when Con didn’t
complain about all the bad things (substances) on
Max’s hand. Max was making sure he was going to
show them (determinedly). Max pointed to a fat and
round (bulbous) ants’ nest. Unsure (sceptically) Fred
and the others sat and watched. Fred was trying so
hard to not think of dark things. Then suddenly
monkeys came. Fred watched them in amazement
(awe) The mum monkey covered herself in ants. Then
moved trees to a huge beehive that was covered
(encased) with a sticky liquid (resin). She bit the
honeycomb and gave her baby some honey. But
because she rubbed herself with ants first, the bees
didn’t come near her. Fred wanted to try it. He climbed
the ant tree and rubbed ants on himself and It smelt of
this gas that smells bad. (Ammonia). Let’s see what
happens next…
Step one: Write the date
Thursday 28th January 2021
Step two: Read the questions
Step three: Answer the questions below

Questions:
1) What adjectives does the author use to describe the ant
nest? Pg1
2) Why does Fred find it hard to sit and not do anything?
Pg1/2
3) Why does Max sound self- satisfied? Pg3
4) Why were Fred’s muscles week and his arms and legs
had less spring to them? Pg6
5) Do you think Fred will get the honey? Why? Pg8
Top Tip
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full
sentences!
Vocab:
Substances- lots of bad things together.
Determinedly- it’s going to happen.
Bulbous- fat and round.
Sceptically- Not sure
Awe- amazement
Encases- covered
Resin- sticky liquid
Ammonia- a gas which has a strong smell.
Step four:
Re read pages 6,7 and 3 focus on expression.

Writing
Step one: Write the date and underline.
Thursday 28th January 2021
Step two: Write our learning objective and underline.
To write our Non – Chronological Report.
Step three: Remind yourself of the success criteria.
1) Using paragraphs logically to organise ideas around a theme.
2) Using the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple
past.
3) Using a greater variety of sentence openers.
Step four: Continue writing report. Our subheading that we will
write today is; Life of the Amazon
Look back at your bullet points from Tuesday. You will rewrite them
into a complete paragraph. Remember you need to include different
sentence starters and write in the present tense! Don’t forget that
you need to write your subheading and underline it. Check and edit!
Sentence starters:
• Normally,
• Frequently,
• Interestingly,
• Incredibly,
• In addition
• Would you believe….?
After you have written your subheading paragraph, go back
and check it. Are there any words you can improve?

Check list:
The Life of the Amazon:
• Present tense
• Different sentence starters
• Correct punctuation
• Do all your facts link to the Life of the Amazon?
• Edit your work – What words can you change to
challenge yourself?
Step Six: Climate

You are going to write the subheading Climate. Make sure
that all your facts are in there. Are all your sentence starters
different? Is it in the present tense? Is this subheading all
about the location of the Amazon? Check and edit.
Sentence starters:
• Surprisingly,
• On average,
• Often
• Usually
• These are
• Like many

Check list:
Climate
• Present tense
• Different sentence starters
• Correct punctuation
• Do all your facts link to the climate of the Amazon?
• Edit your work – What words can you change to
challenge yourself?
Step Seven: Write you conclusion
Look back at your bullet points make sure you have
one from each subheading! How are you going to start
your conclusion?
To conclude
In conclusion
In summary.
Read through your Non- Chronological report. Have
you completed the three success criteria’s? What can
you edit and improve?

What are the different layers of a tropical rainforest?
Tropical rainforests are full of thick, leafy trees. Most of those trees are evergreen but some, like the
kapok tree, are deciduous. Tropical rainforests are humid places that experience consistent high
temperatures and rainfall all year around but what is it like inside a tropical rainforest?
Tropical rainforests have four very different layers, and each layer has its own characteristics.
The layers are different because they get differing amounts of sunlight and rainfall.

Emergent
The emergent layer is at the very top.
Layer

Canopy
Then there is the canopy layer underneath.
Layer

Understory
Below that is the understory layer.
Layer

Forest
The forest floor is at the bottom.
Floor
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The emergent layer is the top layer of the tropical rainforest. It
receives bright sunlight, lots and rain and is very windy. There are
very few trees at the very top of the rainforest but those that do
reach the top can be as tall as 50–80 metres. They have thick,
small, waxy leaves that can tolerate the hot sun and strong
blowing winds. The trees also tower on thin trunks which hold
them up towards the sunlight.
The canopy layer sits below the emergent layer. The trees and
other plants can be as tall as 30–50 metres and are crowded
together. This layer of the tropical rainforest receives plenty of
sunlight and rain. It is not as windy as the emergent layer but
there is still a slight breeze. Within the canopy layer there are
plants with thick branches and large, oval shaped leaves. Some
plants here grow on other trees or wrap around their trunks.
The understory layer sits below the emergent layer. The plants
can be anywhere between 1 and 30 metres tall but are usually
no taller than 5 metres. In the understory layer it is warm, damp
and sheltered by the canopy layer above. Some rain and
sunlight reach this layer, but it is still quite dark in most places.
Large-leafed plants grow here, and smaller trees can grow where
there are patches of sunlight.
The forest floor is at the very bottom of a tropical rainforest. It
is dark and damp because of the humid air. Barely any light
reaches this layer and sometimes there is no light at all. It can
also take a long time for the smallest amount of rain to reach the
floor. Within the forest floor layer there are rotting leaves as well as
fungi and new plants where there are patches of sunlight. Within
this layer you can also find thick buttress roots which support the
trees above whilst also searching for water.

What are the different layers of a tropical rainforest?
1.
2.
3.
4.
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Draw
	
and label a section of a tropical rainforest using the key
statements to help you. Can you then explain how you drew each
layer and why?

The emergent layer:
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The canopy layer:

The understory layer:

The forest floor:
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Music

In this lesson, you will review the term 'improvise'
and return to the song 'Step Back Baby' to
improvise and create a rhythmic backing. You will
learn a new 'call and response' song from Ghana
and complete a quiz.
It would be great to see what you are doing at home so
don’t forget to upload your music lessons.

