Year 4 Curriculum Map
This document outlines the areas of learning for your child this term. It has been
adjusted to take into account that this learning may not be taking place in school.

Summer 1
Ancient Civilizations: The Mayans
Literacy

Fiction
Play scripts
Non-Fiction
Non-Chronological Report

Core Texts

A range of story books and non-fiction texts will be
used for answering comprehension questions and
learning about our topics. These will be made available
online or via the home learning booklets.

Reading

We will continue to read chapters from The Explorer
by Katherine Rundell
Epic! Reader books (home reading books will be
assigned to children on this online platform)
Reading home books for pleasure
Storytime videos on DB Primary

Mathematics

Area and perimeter
Problem Solving
Money
Shape and symmetry

Science

Teeth and Digestion

Humanities

Ancient Maya

Art and Design

Surrealism: Salvador Dali

PE and Health

Joe Wicks ‘PE with Joe’
Cosmic Yoga
GoNoodle
Available on Youtube

Music

Songs for topics about Teeth and Mayas.
ARK Music Curriculum
DB Primary Activities

Computing

Bentworth Road
London
W12 7AJ
Tel 020 87432527
info@arkbentworth.org
www.arkbentworth.org

Year 4 Home Learning
Learning Log: Pack 4
Support for Home Learning can be found at Y.4@arkbentworthprimary.org
Learning can be accessed through your child’s account on the following:
DB Primary
https://arkbentworth-lbhf.secure-dbprimary.com/
Mathletics
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/
Accelerated Reader
https://ukhosted40.renlearn.co.uk/2142174/
However, we recommend that this is in addition to the times below.
Please do not feel pressured to finish all the material in one week. However, we will continue to
give out new packs each week to ensure full coverage of the curriculum.

Reading

Writing

Maths
Spelling
The wider
Curriculum

Extra
Activities
Websites

We will be reading a non-fiction text (news article) and answer multiple choice
questions. In addition, there is also a comprehension activity ‘Pugs of the
Frozen North’ where children need to complete the questions. There will also be
reading extracts on dB for the children to listen to or read throughout the week.
The children are still learning about play scripts. They need create their own
using the key features from Pack 3. There will be daily videos on dB primary to
help with parts of the learning. Furthermore, there is a writing task where
children have to write a persuasive letter to their local council.
Children will continue working with multiplication and derived facts using
multiplication strategies. On the answer sheets there is a code that links to a
video which helps you complete the activity. They should be working on
activities assigned to them on mathletics and dB as well.
Children will be doing spelling work based upon the vocabulary from this
week’s reading and The Bolds go wild.
There will also be spelling work assigned on DBprimary.
Topic – The children will be learning about what life was like for the Ancient
Maya. They will be learning about artefacts and the Ancient Maya Society
hierarchy. There will be videos and blogs to help uploaded on dB throughout
the week.
Science - the class will be looking at teeth. The different type of teeth we have,
what they do and why they are important.
In art children will be creating pieces around the theme ‘home’ inspired by the
work of other artists.
There will be French activities uploaded on dB primary. There is art activities
where you will be creating a sculpture of picture of your favourite food or drink
using recycled materials. There are constant activities for the children to do on
dB everyday so please login to find them.
Go on this site dkfindout.com and research the Ancient Maya and Teeth.
Go on kids.kiddle.co, ducksters.com, BBC bitesize and natgeokids.com to
research more about the Ancient Maya. On YouTube there is science with
Maddie Moate, dance with Oti Mabuste and PE with Joe Wicks. Also, there is
cooking videos by Jamie Oliver on channel4.com

Many thanks for your continued support,
Mr Nieto and Mrs Morgan
Year 4 teachers
Aiming High, Achieving Together

#

Week 4: Reading and writing prompts

Non-fiction – Plastic

Reading
Answer the multiple choice questions at the end of the
extract. Use this space to write a multiple
choice question of your own.

Writing

Write a persuasive letter to a supermarket asking them to
reduce the use of plastic on their products.

Week 4: Grammar and Spelling prompts
Grammar
Circle the correct verb in each sentence.
The Bolds was/were all enjoying the wet weather.
Mr Bold’s jokes was/were funny.
Which sentence is a command?
Jump in that puddle.
The Bolds jumped in the puddle.
Circle the adverb in the sentence.
The bird tapped on the window urgently.
Write the following verbs in the simple past tense.
throw >
laugh >
Complete this sentence.
The hyenas couldn’t play because

Spelling
Practise each word. Choose two and write their definitions.
Choose two to write in sentences.

question
recent
regular
reign
remember

sentence
separate
special
straight
strange

Try to make 2019 the year you and your family
use less plastic
By National Geographic, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.08.19
Word Count 431
Level 580L

A beach in Naples, Italy, is covered with plastic waste and debris. What can you do to fight plastic pollution in 2019? Photo by Salvatore
Laporta/Getty Images

Making a list of New Year's resolutions is popular with many people. It is a set of goals people
make. The hope is to do some things better in the new year.
Usually, these resolutions are about improving themselves. Some people want to exercise more.
Others want to save money. Some want to learn new skills.
This year, ask your family or friends to try a group resolution. Consider reducing your waste of
plastic products you only use once. This might mean using fewer plastic bags. It might mean
thinking twice before getting foods packed in plastic.
Much plastic is used just once and quickly becomes trash. Some plastic goes into the ocean.
Scientists estimate that 18 billion pounds of plastic trash flows into the oceans every year.
Here are two ways to use less plastic in 2019 as a family.
Decorate With Paper
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Planning a birthday party or holiday celebration? Pledge to have a plastic-free party.
Get creative when decorating. Try not to use balloons. Undersea animals can mistake balloons for food.
Replace balloons with cut-out paper decorations. This could include banners or confetti.
Maybe you were planning to celebrate with glitter. Most glitter is actually just tiny pieces of plastic. Instead, consider
buying a natural kind. This will be less wasteful.
Bring A Reusable Bag To The Store
Promise to shop smarter. It is healthier for you and the planet.
Try to avoid snacks that come wrapped in individual plastic. Instead, go to the bulk section of the store. You can
usually grab popcorn kernels and banana chips here. Shop with reusable bags for whole fruits and vegetables. Grab
some canned beans. Fill a bring-your-own container with grains from the bulk section. Brown rice is an example.
Families can cook a meal free from single-use plastic. Maybe fish is on the menu. If so, read an online guide like
Seafood Watch. It shows the practices used to catch that type of fish. Often, fishers leave behind their gear. It falls in
the ocean. Knowing the kind of gear used to catch fish can help cut down on harm.
We all want to spend less money. Plastic is a great place to start. Instead of buying new toys, host a toy trade. Swap
with your friends.
Do not forget about the plastic packaging. It covers almost all items that you buy online. Consider your plastic
resolution when shopping anywhere.
Get creative! Think of ways to give old pieces of plastic a new job. Avoid buying a new item. Use newspaper sleeves
to pick up pet poo, for example.
This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Play scripts
You must have the following:
A. Three scenes with three
setting descriptions.
B. No more than 5
characters.
C. Create a plan for your 5
part story.

1.

Choose three different scenes.
Scene 1 setting: Classroom
Scene 2 setting: Library
Scene 3 setting: Kitchen

2. Next, draw a picture of each setting and annotate pictures. Think of
your 5 senses. (What can you See, Hear, Smell, Feel and taste)
E.g.

Cool breeze from
an open window.

E. Write your play script
using your work in A-D.

G. Publish your wonderful
play scripts.

Rows of chairs
Sun shining
through the
windows.

D. Choose appropriate stage
directions.

F. Check and edit your
writing.

PART A

E.g.

Brown wooden
door
3. Use the picture and annotations to write a setting description.
E.g.
The sun was shining through the windows onto the rows of chairs in the
classroom. You could feel a cool breeze from an open window.

1. Choose your characters.
PART B
E.g.
Main character: George
Other characters: Elvis, Ibrahim, Silver, Yara.

PART D
1. Choose appropriate stage directions and
dialogue for the following pictures.

2. Draw at least two of your characters and
annotate your drawings.
E.g.

Silver, round glasses.
Rosy cheeks
Freckles
Brave
Courageous
Fearless
Trustworthy

3. Write a description of your character.
E.g. The rosy, freckled cheeks on the brave boy
were almost covered by his silver, round
glasses.
1. Create a plan for your 5 part story
E.g.

PART C

Beginning: Children learning new topic.
Build-up: One student does not understand.
Problem: Student is tested and is worried.
Resolution: Teacher helps student with work.
Ending: Student tells parent about what they
learnt.
Note: Keep the bare bones simple!
PART D
1. Choose appropriate stage directions and
dialogue for the following pictures.
E.g.
Elvis: (thumbs up) I am very happy
with my home learning.
OR
Elvis: (smiling) I can’t wait for school to
begin.

PART E – Write your first draft of your play
script using Parts A-D.
PART F – Check and edit your writing.
Use your toolkit and read out loud to another
member of your household. Use a red pen to edit
your work.
PART G - Publish your wonderful play scripts.
This should just be copying your work onto a lined
paper. Remember the handwriting expectations.

Comprehension: 7+ years

Pugs of the Frozen North
Winter came in the night, like a white sheet laid over the world. It came so
cold and so fast that the waves of the ocean froze as they rolled. The good ship
Lucky Star froze with them, trapped tight in the suddenly solid sea.
Shen the cabin boy, the youngest member of the crew, stirred in his sleep as the
sounds of rippling and splashing faded into frozen silence. He snuggled deeper
5
under the covers, trying to keep warm. Into the silence came other noises.
First, the creaking of metal as the ice tightened its grip upon the old ship’s sides.
Then the voice of Captain Jeggings, bellowing, ‘All hands on deck!’
The crew bumbled blinking from their bunks. Able Seaman Bo, Mungbean
the ship’s cook, and Shen. They stumbled out on deck and stared at the frozen
waves which reared up all around them, stiff and white as giant meringues.
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‘Don’t just stand there!’ shouted Captain Jeggings, hauling on an icy rope.
‘Get us out of here!’
The rope snapped in his hands with a sound like breaking glass.
The Lucky Star groaned and quivered as the ice clenched tighter.

15

‘What shall we do?’ asked Shen.
But Captain Jeggings didn’t know. Nor did Able Seaman Bo. Nor did
Mungbean. They’d weathered storms and sat out calms, but they’d never seen
a sea like this before.
Creak. Crunch. Big tusks of ice pushed the planks apart and pierced the
Lucky Star’s sides. Slosh. Gurgle. Cold black water which hadn’t frozen yet came
swirling in. The ship sagged, and all the icicles that decked her rigging tinkled
cheerfully. But Captain Jeggings couldn’t see anything to be cheerful about.

20

‘The cargo!’ he shouted. ‘We must save the cargo!’
All summer long, the Lucky Star had been cruising from port to port, selling
this and buying that. Two thousand chunky-knit jumpers
from the Isles of Aran, a second-hand snowmobile—
and sixty-six pugs. Captain Jeggings had said those
tiny dogs would sell like hot pies. Now, down in
the leaking hold, they set up a terrible howling
as cold sea sloshed round their paws.

25

30

From Pugs of the Frozen North, by Philip
Reeve and Sarah McIntyre
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www.oxfordowl.co.uk
Activities based on pages 1-3 from Pugs of the Frozen North,
by Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre, ISBN 9780192734921
Extract © Philip Reeve. Artwork © Sarah McIntyre. © Oxford University Press 2017
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Comprehension: 7+ years

Questions
Read the story on page 1.
1. What do the words ‘suddenly solid sea’ at the end of the first paragraph tell us?
2. Why is the phrase ‘like a white sheet laid over the world’ effective?
3. How do the sounds heard by the cabin boy change overnight?
4. How can the reader tell that the cabin boy does not want to get up?
5. What do the words ‘bumbled blinking from their bunks’ suggest about how
the crew are feeling? Why are they effective?
6. When the Captain holds the rope, what happens?
7. Describe the appearance of the sea in this passage.
8. What do the words ‘groaned and quivered’ in line 15 show us about the ship?
9. Are the crew used to dealing with this kind of weather? How do you know?
10. What is meant by ‘cargo’?
11. Do you think that this is a well-organized trip? Why?
12. How do you think the Captain is feeling about the situation.

Extra activities
Continue the story, writing about what happens next.
What do you think happens to the pugs?
What similes could you use to describe weather conditions?
Describe a wintery or summer’s day you have experienced.
2

www.oxfordowl.co.uk
Activities based on pages 1-3 from Pugs of the Frozen North,
by Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre, ISBN 9780192734921
Artwork © Sarah McIntyre. © Oxford University Press 2017
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Name__________________________________

Year 4 spelling and handwriting practise

Year 3/4 statutory word list
Look

Say

Cover

Write

Check

Make sure that your handwriting is joined like the example.

accident
accident
accidentally
accidentally
actual
actual
actually
actually
address
address

Look up each word in the dictionary to check its meaning. Write out the definition in your own words.
accident

_______________________________________________________________________________

accidentally______________________________________________________________________________
actual

_______________________________________________________________________________

actually

_______________________________________________________________________________

address

_______________________________________________________________________________

Now use the space below to write some of your own sentences using these words. If you can write 8 good quality
sentences you will earn a Dojo (use extra paper if needed).
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Rewrite the conversation using inverted
commas.

1

Do you want
to go to the
park?

Rewrite the conversation using inverted
commas.
It’s ten past
four.

What’s the
time?
Derek

4

Rewrite the conversation using inverted
commas.

How much
cake do you
want?

Just 2 slices,
please.
Ricky

Rewrite the conversation using inverted
commas.

You’re coming
to my house
today!

Heather

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Andrew

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
5

Miah

Toby

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
3

My friend
pushed me
over.

What’s the
matter?

No, my mum
won’t let me!
Alvin

Rewrite the conversation using inverted
commas.

2

I can’t wait!

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Sue

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
6

Rewrite the conversation using inverted
commas.

Can you help me
with my
homework, please?

Of course!

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

goodstuffprimaryresources.com

1

Put a tick in the correct column to show
which words use an ‘s’ for plural and which
use an ‘s’ for possession.
s to show plural

word

2

Put a tick in the correct column to show
which words use an ‘s’ for plural and which
use an ‘s’ for possession.
s to show plural

word

s to show
possession

sweets

boy’s

friend’s

hamsters

girls

duck’s

3

Put a tick in the correct column to show
which words use an ‘s’ for plural and which
use an ‘s’ for possession.

s to show plural

word

s to show
possession

4

Put a tick in the correct column to show if
the sentence has used an apostrophe
correctly or incorrectly.

Sentence

books

My sister’s pen fell on the fall.

queens

My sister’s came to visit me!

king’s

My sister’s keep annoying me.

5

Put a tick in the correct column to show if
the sentence has used an apostrophe
correctly or incorrectly.

Sentence
The elephant’s came rushing
towards me.

correct

incorrect

6

correct

incorrect

Put a tick in the correct column to show if
the sentence has used an apostrophe
correctly or incorrectly.

Sentence
I have four friend’s.

The elephant’s ears were huge!

My friend’s essay is due in
tomorrow.

The elephant’s foot left an
enormous print.

My friend’s and I are going to
the cinema.
goodstuffprimaryresources.com

s to show
possession

correct

incorrect

This will help you with the final independent answer.

Session 2 – What was life like for the Ancient Maya?
What is an artefact?
In history when we say objects, we mean artefacts. We are talking about things
made by people in the past rather than natural objects. Artefacts provide
archaeological evidence and can be as small as a button and as large as the ruins
of a temple. No matter the size, they help us to build a picture of the past.
You are going to look at a range of different artefacts related to Ancient Maya times
– first think carefully about what you think they are before you then find out what
they actually are.
Here are your six artefacts – write the numbers 1 – 6 in the first column of your
workbook and then in the second, make a sensible guess as to what you think each of
them is and what it could tell you about life for the Ancient Maya. Do not read the
information before you write your ideas down!
The information about each is on the following page. Use this to complete the third
column but make sure you are writing the information in your own words.
6

Artefact 1

Artefact 2

Artefact 3

Artefact 4

Artefact 5

Artefact 6

7

What is each artefact?
Artefact 1: This is an Ancient Maya calendar. It tells us that the Ancient Maya
thought there were 365 days in a year – just like we do. However, unlike our
calendar they had 18 months of 20 days and a final ‘unlucky’ month of 5 days.
Artefact 2: This is an Ancient Maya rubber ball. It tells us that the Ancient
Maya made rubber using a natural liquid found in some plants. We know that they
played a games known as ‘pok-a-tok’ with these balls and that the games often had
religious meaning. Archaeologists think the games often ended in human sacrifice!
Artefact 3: This is an Ancient Maya death mask. It is the death mask of Pakal
the Great, ruler of the city of Palenque. This tells us that the Ancient Maya honoured
their dead kings with beautifully crafted death masks. It also tells us that the Ancient
Maya made objects from jade (a green stone), men wore jewellery in their ears and
that ‘T-shaped’ teeth were viewed with importance.
Artefact 4: This is an Ancient Maya carving from a stone monument in
Yaxchilan. There are hieroglyphics in the carving which not only tell us the
Ancient Maya had a form of writing but the writing itself tells us that the image is of
a bloodletting ritual. The image shows the King and Queen – the Queen is pulling a
rope with shards through her tongue casing blood to drip into the basket below.
Artefact 5: This is a page from an Ancient Maya codex – or book. The artefact
tells us that the Ancient Maya did not only using carving stones as a form of writing
– they wrote on paper too. The writing tells us the image is of an astronomer and
so we know that the people were interested in the sky, the planets and the stars.
Artefact 6 This is an Ancient Maya tool. It tells us that the Maya people made
their tools from stone. We know they used them for different reasons: fighting,
farming and in the home. They used these stone tools as knives, scrapers and
weapons and they all had very sharp edges.

Was life the same for everyone?
The Ancient Maya had a social hierarchy. That means that some people were
thought to be more (and sometimes much more) important than others.
In your workbook, put the different
groups in order from least
important at the bottom to most
important at the top.
Peasants

Nobles and Priests

Kings and Queens

Slaves

Merchants and Farmers
8

What was life like for the different layers of Maya society?
Kings and Queens: Each city-state was ruled by a king or queen.
The Maya believed that their ruler was given the right to rule by the
gods. They believed that the king or queen worked as an intermediary
between the people and the gods. The leaders of the Maya were called
the "halach uinic" or "ahaw", meaning "lord" or "ruler".
Nobles and Priests: Priests were second in importance in Maya
culture only to the king himself. They could learn and were able to
teach reading and writing. Priests had many roles and duties
including performing religious ceremonies, instructing sons of nobles,
keeping the calendars and making prophecies. The kings of the Maya
often came to the priests for advice on what to do in a crisis and to get
predictions of the future. As a result, the priests had great influence on how the king
ruled. There were also powerful councils of leaders who ran the government. They
were chosen from the class of nobles.
Merchants and Farmers: Merchants belonged to a highly
organised group that had power and influence. Rhey commanded
respect and they always travelled with carriers and/or slaves. They
had their own god, Ek Chuah, to whom they would pray to daily.
Farming was really important to the Maya. Most people grew their
own crops in small fields. Despite their size, these fields were used to grow many
kinds of crops at the same time. If farmers grew more than they could eat, they
traded the leftovers in markets. One reason the Mayas were so successful at farming
was because they studied the stars and the weather.
Peasants: Life as a Maya commoner was full of hard work. The
typical peasant worked on a farm. At the start of the day, the wife
would get up early and start a fire for cooking. Then the husband
would leave to go work at the fields. After a hard day working at
the fields, he would come home and bathe (bathing was an
important part of the day for all the Maya people). The men spent evenings working
on crafts such as tools, while the women wove cloth to make clothing.
Slaves: Slaves were the lowest class in Maya society. They were
usually orphans, war prisoners, criminals, or the children of
slaves. Although they weren't necessarily mistreated by their
owners, slaves still had no rights or privileges in society. Their
only function in society was to do all of the manual labour, which
means that all of the temples were entirely built by slaves. In
addition, they were also the most frequently used for human sacrifice rituals.
9

Cut out and place it on a time line in chronological order
900-300 BC

800 BC

700 BC

The ftrst hunter
gatherers settle on the
Padftc coast.

VHlage farmtng and
trade becomes
estabHshed.

Mayan wrttLng Ls
developed Ln
Mesoamertca.

400 BC

3 00 BC

100 BC

EarHest solar calendars
are tnvented.

The sodal structure
adapts to tndude Ktngs.

The ftrst pyramtds are
buHt.

450 AD

638 AD

800 AD

TUml domtnates the
troptcal lowland of
central regtons.

Palcal the Great of
Palenque dtes.

Sttes Ln the ratnforest
are abandoned.

1,502 AD

flrst contact wtth
Europeans made.

