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Year 4 Home Learning 

Learning Log: Pack 9 
Support for Home Learning can be found at Y.4@arkbentworthprimary.org 

Learning can be accessed through your child’s account on the following: 
DB Primary https://arkbentworth-lbhf.secure-dbprimary.com/ 
Mathletics https://www.mathletics.com/uk/ 
Accelerated Reader https://ukhosted40.renlearn.co.uk/2142174/ 

However, we recommend that this is in addition to the times below. 
Please do not feel pressured to finish all the material in one week. However, we will continue to 
give out new packs each week to ensure full coverage of the curriculum. 

Reading 
Our class book for this half term is Charlotte’s Web. This week there will be an 
extract from the book with some comprehension questions. You will find daily 
readings from Charlotte’s Web on DB primary.  

Writing 
This half term we will be writing persuasive letters. Children will be looking at 
a model-text to identify the features of a persuasive letter and write a boxed-up 
plan.  

Maths 
Children will be learning about time. They will be learning about how to tell 
time on an analogue and digital time. They will be looking at common errors 
made with the hour and minute hands when telling the time.  

Spelling Children have spelling work based on vocabulary from this week’s 
reading. There will also be spelling work assigned on DB Primary. 

The wider 
Curriculum 

Topic – Complete session 1 in your workbook. You will find the lyrics to the 
new class song in the pack. You can watch the video and listen to the 
instrumental on DB primary. 
Science – Complete session 1 in your workbook. Use the information in 
this this pack to help you with the tasks. 
Art - We are looking and American artist Joshua Johnson and creating a 
limner style portrait inspired by Johnson. 
French – Children will be revising numbers 1 – 31 and discussing age. 

Extra 
Activities 

We recommend your child go onto dB primary daily to upload work, 
comment on other children’s work or complete activities. We are 
there to respond any issues with the packs. 
There will be daily activities uploaded onto dB primary that will include French, 
Music and Online safety. There will also be writing and maths challenges. 

Websites Epic! books https://www.getepic.com 
Cook with Jack Deane, a chef from the Jamie Oliver Cookery school. For videos 
and shopping lists https://biteback2030.com/real-story/cook-jack-1st-5th-june 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

Mr Nieto and Mrs Morgan 

Year 4 teachers 

http://www.arkbentworth.org/
mailto:Y.4@arkbentworthprimary.org
https://arkbentworth-lbhf.secure-dbprimary.com/
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/
https://ukhosted40.renlearn.co.uk/2142174/
https://www.getepic.com/
https://biteback2030.com/real-story/cook-jack-1st-5th-june


Year 4 Curriculum Map 

This document outlines the areas of learning for your child this term.   We will 
continue to follow the topics that pupils would be learning in school, where possible, 
with additional home learning resources.   

Summer 2 
The USA 

Writing Letter Writing
Persuasive Text/Leaflet
Narrative 

Core Texts Charlotte’s Web 
By E.B. White 

Reading Epic Books 
A range of comprehension activities based on the 
topic of USA and core text, ‘Charlotte’s Web’.  

Mathematics Time 
Shape and Symmetry 
Lines, Positions and Directions 
3D Shape 
Revision of concepts taught this year. 

Science Electricity 

Humanities The USA 

Art and Design DT: Transport
American Artists 

PE and Health Joe Wicks PE 
Go Noodle/Cosmic Yoga 
Available on Youtube 

Music Ark Music Curriculum 

Computing DB Primary Activities 

PSHE A range of resources and activities on wellbeing, 
diversity and internet safety.  
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Pack T2 Session A - See instructions at back of pack
Talk Task: Rewind to o’clock
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Pack T2 Session A
Activity: Rewind to o’clock
Use the o’clock image to draw the hands to show each time. Be precise.
Then create your own example.
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Pack T2 Session B
Talk Task: Hour hand confusion

The time is 4:55

The hour hand and minute hand  
are on top of each other at…

midnight

half past 
six quarter to 

nine

twenty past 
four

5:27
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Pack T2 Session B
Activity: Hour hand confusion

1) Which clock shows which time? Draw the hands to show the missing one.

3) Find some times when the hands make a straight line.
e.g. six o’clock

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

2) Correct the error
I have drawn 

3:45
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Pack T2 Session C
Talk Task: Hand mix up

Twenty past 
three Quarter past 

four

Ten past 
twelve

12:10

Ten past 
nine

Quarter to 
two

Two o’clock

2:00
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Pack T2 Session C
Activity: Hand mix up

Actual time Hand mix up time

Write the time each clocks shows and the time you would think it shows 
if you mixed up the hour and minute hand.

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________
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Pack T2 Session D
Talk Task: Telling errors

There is a 
12 and a 9

There is a 
20 and a 30

00
05

10

15

20

25
30

35

40

45

50

55
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Pack T2 Session D
Activity: Telling errors

It’s five 
past nine

It’s one 
past seven

It’s nine to 
four

Actual time The incorrect time

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

Errors have been made reading the clock. Write the time each clock 
shows then draw the hands to show what the incorrect time looks like



Our text for this half term is Charlotte’s Web. Here is the front and back cover of the book: 

Task 1 - Looking at the cover of the book write your predictions of what 
the story is about. 

Look at the illustrations for clues about the characters.  

What is the story called? Why do you think it is called that? 

Read the blurb on the back. Does it mention anything that happens? Does it imply 
that something is about to happen?  

If you have your own copy of Charlotte’s Web you can read it at home. If not make 
sure you check DB primary for daily readings of the text. You can find all of the 
chapters on the Charlotte’s Web page.  



Chapter 1: Before Breakfast 

“Where’s Papa going with that axe?” said Fern to her mother as they were setting the table for 
breakfast.  
“Out to the hoghouse,” replied Mrs Arable. “Some pigs were born last night.”  
“I don’t see why he needs an ax,” continued Fern, who was only eight.  

“Well,” said her mother, “one of the pigs is a runt. Its’s very small and weak, and it will never 
amount to anything. So your father has decided to do away with it.”  

“Do away with it?” shrieked Fern. “You mean kill it? Just because it’s smaller than the others?” 

Mrs Arable put a pitcher of cream on the table. “Don’t yell, Fern!” she said, “Your father is right. 
The pig would probably die anyway.” 

Fern pushed a chair out of the way and ran outdoors. The grass was wet and the earth 
smelled of springtime. Fern’s sneakers were sopping by the time she caught up with her father. 

“Please don’t kill it!” she sobbed. “It’s unfair.”  
Mr Arable stopped walking.  
“Fern,” he said gently, “you will have to learn to control yourself.”  
“Control myself?” yelled Fern. “This is a matter of life and death, and you talk about controlling 
myself.”  
Tears ran down her cheeks and she took hold of the ax and tried to pull it out of her father’s 
hand.  

“Fern,” said Mr Arable, “I know more about raising a litter of pigs than you do. A weakling 
makes trouble. Now run along!” 

“But it’s unfair,” cried Fern. “The pig couldn’t help being born small, could it? If I had been very 
small at birth, would you have killed me?”  

Mr Arable smiled. “Certainly not,” he said, looking down at his daughter with love. “But this 
is different. A little girl is one thing a little runty pig is another.”  
“I see no difference,” replied Fern, still hanging on to the axe. “This is the most terrible case of 
injustice I ever heard of.”  

A queer look came over John Arable’s face. He seemed almost ready to cry himself. “All right,” he 
said, “You go back to the house and I will bring the runt when I come in. I’ll let you start it on a 
bottle, like a baby. Then you’ll see what trouble a pig can be.”  

1) What is Fern doing with her mother when she saw her 
father with the axe?
2) Fern feels sad about the pig being killed. What words 
does the author use to show this?
3) How does Fern try to convince her father not to kill the 
pig?What does she compare the pig to?

Read the passage and answer the following questions



123 Home Road 
London 

W12 3AB 

Monday 15th June 2020 

Miss Faddy 
Ark Bentworth Primary 
Bentworth Road 
London 
W12 7AJ  

Dear Miss Faddy, 

As you know, it is almost the end of our time in Year 4 at the wonderful Ark Bentworth Primary. We 
have all enjoyed being in Year 4 and would love to celebrate our year in the best way possible. That 
is why I am writing to you, as a hardworking member of Year 4, to ask that can have an end of year 
party to celebrate our year.  

It is indisputable that the current Year 4 class are the best class at Ark Bentworth. As the saying goes, 
in Year 4 we do more. Our humour, work ethic, class songs and general brilliance are enough of a 
reason to celebrate. The only logical step is to throw a Year 4 party – the most fitting way to 
acknowledge the high standards and excellence of Year 4. Is there anyone who could disagree with 
that? 

Furthermore, this year we have put great effort into memorising our multiplication tables. Without 
doubt we have worked incredibly hard. Are we going to let effort go unrewarded? A celebratory 
party would be crucial to our happy memories of Ark Bentworth which would last a lifetime.  

In brief, with your support and a small budget, we could make Year 4’s dreams a reality and truly 
reward the hard-work and effort that Year 4 have shown this year at Ark Bentworth. In conclusion, I 
am very hopeful that you will support this exciting opportunity.  

Yours sincerely, 

Omar Elkarwash 
Year 4  



PART A – Persuasive letter 

L.O: To know the features of a persuasive
letter. 

Key features: 

To be able to write a plan for your writing. 

Emotive language is used to evoke, or stir, an 
emotion in the reader. Any words that cause 
an emotional reaction are examples of 
emotive language.  

Persuasive conjunction are words that 
connect words, phrases or clauses that try to 
persuade the reader to agree with the writer. 

Rhetorical questions are questions where a 
direct answer is not expected and can be used 
to emphasise a point.  

Task 1 – Identify the structure of a letter. 

Task 2 – Identify all of the language features 
on the model text. Highlight and annotate.  

Task 3 – Create a toolkit (checklist) that you 
can use to remind you of the features when 
writing your own letter.  

Structure of a letter 

Language features of a persuasive letter 

PART B – Plan 

LO: To be able to create a plan for the model 
text.  

Task 1 – Create a boxed-up plan for the model 
text using the structure below.  

Task 2 – Annotate your plan with the 
language features used in each paragraph 

Sender address 
Date 
Recipients address 
Greeting 
Paragraph 1: Opening  
Introduce yourself/characters, explain 
why you are writing.  
Paragraph 2: Middle  
Describe your hopes/concerns and 
your main arguments.    
Paragraph 3: Describe additional 
arguments  
Paragraph 5: Conclusion  
Draw ideas together.   
Formal finish 

PART C – Persuasive language 

Create sentences using these persuasive 
conjunctions to convince Miss Faddy to let 
Year 4 have a party.  

a) Are we going to let 
b) There can be no one who still thinks
c) Now is the time to stand up
d) All sensible people can agree 

For example, 

All sensible people can agree that 
Year 4 deserve to be rewarded for all 
of their hard work this year. 



Name__________________________________ 

Year 4 spelling and handwriting practise 

Year 3/4 statutory word list 

Look       Say     Cover    Write    Check 

Make sure that your handwriting is joined like the example. 

guard                                                               

guard                                                               

guide                                                                

guide                                                                

heard                                                                

heard                                                                

heart                                                                

heart                                                                

height                                                               

height                                                                



Look up each word in the dictionary to check its meaning. Write out the definition in your own words. 

guard _______________________________________________________________________________ 

guide  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

heard _______________________________________________________________________________ 

heart _______________________________________________________________________________ 

height _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Now use the space below to write some of your own sentences using these words. If you can write 8 good quality 

sentences you will earn a Dojo (use extra paper if needed). 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Wind power is captured by a machine called a 
wind turbine. Wind turbines are tall towers 
topped with blades. The blades are connected to 
a vertical rod. When wind causes the blades to 
spin, they turn the rod. The turning rod provides 
power to a machine called a generator, which 
produces electricity. A group of wind turbines, 
called a wind farm, can be used to provide 
electricity to a community. Small turbines 
provide power for individual homes. Wind power 
is renewable. 

Where does electricity come from?

Hydroelectricity is electricity that is made by 
the movement of water. It is usually made 
with dams that block a river to make a reservoir 
or collect water that is pumped 
there. When the water is "let go", the huge 
pressure behind the dam forces the water 
down pipes that lead to a turbine. This causes 
the turbine to turn, which turns a generator 
which makes electricity. This is a renewable 
source of generating electricity. 

Coal is made up of the energy from plants that 
grew in swamps millions of years ago. In order to 
get to the coal, you have to dig deep into the 
ground. Digging for coal is known as, mining. 
Miners are people who dig and gather coal.

To produce energy from coal you need to burn it 
and this creates pollution. This process of 
generating electricity is non-renewable.



Biomass sounds like a complicated word, but it really 
isn't. Biomass is just any material made by plants 
and animals that we can covert into energy. Biomass 
Energy comes in many shapes and forms. A lot of 
biomass energy from wood. Biomass energy is 
considered a renewable energy source because we 
can always grow more plants and trees. One way to 
release the energy from biomass is to burn it. It is not 
an infinite resource, however, as there is only so 
much land and water to grow plants.

Crude oil is a dark liquid. It is found in 
reservoirs deep under the ground. Millions of 
years ago the world’s oceans were filled with 
plants and plankton. When these died they fell 
to the bottom of the seas. Over millions of years, 
these remains were buried under layers of sand 
and mud. Heat and pressure turned the remains 
into oil and natural gas. The oil is burned to 
heat water and produce steam. This steam 
propels the blades of a turbine. This is attached 
to a generator, which produces electricity. This 
is a non-renewable way of generating electricity.

The primary source of all energy on planet Earth is 
from the sun. Solar power is power generated 
directly from sunlight. Solar power can be used for 
heat energy or converted into electric energy. We 
use solar panels to capture the power of the sun. 

When we use solar power, we don't use any of the 
Earth's resources like coal or oil. This makes solar 
power a renewable energy source. Solar power is 
also clean power that doesn't generate a lot of 
pollution.



The centre of the Earth is extremely hot. Some 
of this heat rises up to heat rocks nearer the 
surface. Geothermal plants can be found 
wherever very hot rocks. There is one small 
geothermal power plant in the UK, in 
Southampton. Holes are drilled down to hot 
rocks. Water is then pumped down to the rock, 
where it is heated and turned into steam. This 
steam is then drawn up to the surface and used 
to propel the blades of a turbine. This is attached 
to a generator, which produces electricity. This 
is a renewable way of generating electricity.

Uranium is a silvery-black metal. Uranium ore 
is mined from deep underground. Uranium 
atoms split and release energy in a process 
called nuclear fission. This energy heats up the 
uranium. This heats water to produce steam that 
turns the blades of a turbine. These are attached 
to a generator which produces electricity.

There are disagreements as to whether this is a 
renewable or non-renewable way to generate 
electricity. Also although the amount of waste 
produced is very small, it is highly dangerous.



Natural gas is colourless and lighter than 
air. It’s mainly made up of molecules of 
methane and is found in reservoirs deep 
under the ground, often alongside oil or 
coal. Natural gas can be burned in a 
turbine that turns a generator to create 
electricity. The waste heat from this can 
be used to heat water to produce steam. 
This steam is used to create more 
electricity by turning another turbine 
and generator. 

This is a non-renewable form of 
generating electricity and causes air 
pollution. 



MINDFULNESS
Lazy 8 Breathing

Lazy 8 Breathing
This is a mindfulness breathing exercise that helps us to focus our attention on the present 
moment. Place your finger in the middle of the 8 and begin slowly tracing your finger around it. 
As you move around one side of the 8, breathe in, and as you move to the other side, breathe out. 
Repeat several times.

breathe in

breathe out

TRAILStoWellness.org
© Copyright 2018 The Regents of the University of Michigan. All Rights Reserved.
Last edited: 03/21/2020



  USA Song 
For our new topic this half term Mr Nieto has written a song. You can find the video and 
instrumental on DB primary under the ‘songs’ tab. Here are the lyrics for you to practice and sing 
along with! 

The United State of America Song 

The United States is in North America 
It’s made up of 50 states I’m telling ya’ 
New York with the Empire State 
To California with the Golden Gate 
The capital is Washington D.C 
& New York has the Statue of Liberty 
It’s got 4 climates, hot and some cold 
And its 243 years old 

4 types of climates, here’s how it goes 
The first one, sub polar, where it’s really cold 
The second one, arid, I thought you should 
know 
Hot desert climate where nothing really grows 
Third is Mediterranean, its warm and dry 
Finally, temperate, you might see rain in the 
sky 
There’re so many climates, and the reason I 
know 
America is 3rd biggest country in the globe 
It’s so vast there’s no much physical 
geography 
Appalachian Mountains, that has lots of trees 
They’re the oldest mountains in North 
America 
There’s also The Rocky Mountains I’m telling 
ya’ 
The Great Salt Lake is saltier than the sea 
The Great Plains cover 1/7 of the country 
The Grand Canyon a Wonder of the World 
Niagara Falls makes you feel like you’re in a 
dream world 
The Mojave Desert is the hot and dry 
Has a Death Valley with no rain in the sky 
The Missouri and Mississippi are two rivers 
The Great lakes are really cold, brrr shivers 
The Everglades are wetlands in Florida 
Keep away from alligators if they bother ya’ 
I’ll just remind you. What did we say? 
These are physical feats f the USA 

The United States is in North America 
It’s made up of 50 states I’m telling ya’ 

New York with the Empire State 
To California with the Golden Gate 
The capital is Washington D.C 
& New York has the Statue of Liberty 
It’s got 4 climates, hot and some cold 
And its 243 years old 

50 states with 50 stars 
The president is the person in charge 
Each state has their own governors 
Each states laws are different to each other’s 
Each state has its own Education 
Because each state has its own Population 
California is the sunshine state 
There 40 million in that places 
Wyoming has the smallest population 
Just over half a million in that location 
The total population of all the civilians 
Is 331 MILLION 
Finally onto man made landmarks 
This does not include all mountains or parks 
Hoover Dam is a hydro power source 
I took 6 years to build - of course! 
So big it’s spread over two states 
Arizona and Nevada think it’s great 
The Space Needle in Seattle is huge 
Get to the top and look at the views 
Mount Rushmore is in South Dakota 
It has 4 presidents, haven’t I told ya’ 
Their faces are carved into the mountain side 
Each face is 62 metres wide 

The United States is in North America 
It’s made up of 50 states I’m telling ya’ 
New York with the Empire State 
To California with the Golden Gate 
The capital is Washington D.C 
& New York has the Statue of Liberty 
It’s got 4 climates, hot and some cold 
And its 243 years old 



Topic session 1: Where in the world is the USA and what is the climate like there? 

Complete the first session in your workbook. The article below talks about the different weather you can expect in 
different parts of the USA at different times of the year. This might help you to answer the final question in your 
workbook.  

When is the best time to visit the USA? 

It's hard to find a single time in which the weather is the best throughout the country. In general, however, 
since the climate of most of the United States is cold in winter and hot in summer, you can choose spring 
and autumn. It must be said, however, that during spring, tornadoes are possible in the inland areas of the 
central and eastern part, and in autumn, hurricanes can affect the southernmost area, still of the center-
east.  

Being that it's mild even in summer, you can visit the west coast, including Seattle and San Francisco, from 
May to September. On the coast of Southern California and in Los Angeles, you can go throughout the 
year, but they are preferable in spring, from March to May; in this way, you can travel without fear of the 
heat (but in the desert, the month of May can be already hot), or to the parks of the Sierra Nevada without 
fear of the winter cold.  

You can visit the Death Valley from November to March, however, the best months are February and 
March (in this way, you can reduce the risk of the cold at night). This period is generally recommended for 
the hot desert areas.  

You can visit the Grand Canyon, in April and October, in order to avoid both the summer heat in the lower 
part and the winter cold of the upper part. In the high mountain areas of the Rockies, including the 
Yellowstone National Park, you can go in summer, from June to August.  

The best periods in New York are the month of May and from mid-September to mid-October; the latter is 
generally a mild and relatively calm period. In winter, there's the risk of freezing cold and snow storms. In 
summer, there can sometimes be uncomfortable heat, while thunderstorms can break out in the 
afternoon. In early spring, the weather can be unstable, and sometimes cold.  

This period of early autumn is good throughout the north and north-east, but also in the highlands of the 
western area, bearing in mind that it can already get cold at night. May is also a good month in these areas. 
You can visit Miami, the Everglades and Southern Florida from November to April, but for a beach holiday, 
you can choose the period mid-March to late April, in order to avoid the risk of the rare but not impossible 
cold periods.  

March-April and October-November are good periods to visit the southern regions and those bordering the 
Gulf of Mexico. In the former, however, tornadoes are possible away from the coast, while in the latter, 
especially in October, hurricanes are still possible. In winter, the weather is often pleasant, but we cannot 
exclude short cold waves. 

When would you travel to the USA? 
Which part would you like to visit? 



Limner style portraits 
This half term our topic is the USA in art we are going to explore different American artists and art 
movements.  

Artist of the week 

Joshua Johnson (1763 – 1824)

Joshua Johnson was a portrait artist from Baltimore, USA. He was of African and European decent 
and is considered as one of the earliest known African Americans to work as a professional artist.  

Johnson became a portrait painter working in the limner style of frontal poses and arranged 
backdrops. He travelled throughout Maryland and Virginia painting wealthy plantation owners. 

Here are some examples of his work: 

Portrait of an African American man 

John Jacob 
Anderson And 

Sons 

Portrait of Mrs. Barbara Baker Murphy 

The Westwood Children 



Limner style portraits were popular in America during the 17th century and were usually painted by 
artist with no formal training. These portraits were usually 

- Simple and flat
- The faces were usually expressionless
- Children looked like mini adults and not children

Here are some more examples from other artists 

In 1798, Johnson described himself as “a self-taught genius, deriving from nature and industry his 
knowledge of the Art; and having experienced many insuperable obstacles in the pursuit of his 
studies,” 

You can read more about Joshua Johnson and see more of his work at: 
The Smithsonian American Art Museum https://americanart.si.edu/artist/joshua-johnson-2479 

Task – Draw a limner portrait 

Produce a self-portrait or a portrait of someone in your house in the limner style of Johnson. 

Remember limner style portraits are simple and flat. Think about the background of your image. 
Will you have a window view, draped curtains or a blank wall? 

Don’t forget to share your work with us on DB primary so we can add it to the Year 4 gallery! 
We can’t wait to see all of your wonderful portraits! 

Mrs. Hezekiah Beardsley The 
Beardsley Limner 

Little Boy 
in a 
Windsor 
Chair 

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/joshua-johnson-2479


1 un 16 seize
2 deux 17 dix-sept
3 trois 18 dix-huit
4 quatre 19 dix-neuf
5 cinq 20 vingt
6 six 21 vingt-et-un
7 sept 22 vingt-deux
8 huit 23 vingt-trois
9 neuf 24 vingt-quatre
10 dix 25 vingt-cinq
11 onze 26 vingt-six
12 douze 27 vingt-sept
13 treize 28 vingt-huit
14 quatorze 29 vingt-neuf
15 quinze 30 trente

31 trente-et-un
Combien ? How many?

plus plus
moins minus

Les numéros 1 - 31

9



Les numéros 1 – 31
A Write the numbers in words in the table. Use the
squares to help you.

d f c u ui i
n or ou é q en
x in ei eu tre t
a qu tr g oi h
e è on v un ze

4 = quatre 13 = 1 = 8 = 
10 = 9 = 20 = 12 = 
5 = 11 = 14 = 2 = 

1. dix+ dix= vingt

2. vingt + six =
3. douze+ douze =
4. trente + un =
5. dix + dix + dix =
6. vingt + huit =
7. trente – trois =
8. trente – cinq=
9. trente – huit=
10. Make up your own!

B Do the calculations and write the answers as a French word.

10



Quel âge as-tu?
Write a sentence for each person.

17

15

J’ai deux ans.

…..………………….

…………………………….
12

…..………………….

…..………………….

…..………………….

…..………………….
6

…..………………….

…..……………….
Et toi?

……….…..………………. 11



Pack 5: Telling the time

Session A: Rewind to o’clock

Resources needed: Geared clock / online teaching clock

The purpose of this session is to read the time on a clock using the strategy of 
rewinding to o’clock and following the hands round from there to make sense of 
the position of the hands and accurately read the time.

Talk Task
The previous time pack looked at each hand in turn highlighting that a clock has 
two scales with each hand pointing to a different one. This session brings the 
hands together pulling together lots of different elements that have been looked 
at in turn. 

It is worth spending some time thinking about the difference in the lengths of the 
hands. The minute hand is longer. Often it goes through the numbers showing 
the hours. This is because those numbers are not for the minute hand. 

A useful strategy when trying to make sense of the information on the clockface 
is to use easily recognisable times, such as o’clock, as a benchmark and 
working from there to work out the time.

Using a geared clock, show a time and discuss how to work out what time is 
shown. Rewind time to the o’clock position and count through the minutes until 
you get back to the shown time. 

Repeat with lots of examples exploring different ways to count through the 
minutes, in fives, in tens, skipping forward to half past then count on in fives or 
one. Or even by fast forwarding time to the next hour and working backwards 
from there. Use the digital clock display to show the time on a clock by starting at 
o’clock and moving from there.

By exploring telling the time like this, you are exposing learners to lots of 
different times and there are also lots of opportunities to say the time in different 
ways and explore the language options. To simplify the process you can focus 
on writing time in numbers and say the time by reading the numbers, leaving the 
alternative language structures (past, to, quarter,) to be developed later.

Activity
The activity sheet provides the o’clock time, a digital display 
and blank clocks for learners to draw in the hands to show 
the time. Extend the task by asking leaners to write down the 
times they could count through in order to get from o’clock to 
the shown time.

Video guidance

Step-by-step
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Pack 5 Session A
Activity: Rewind to o’clock
Use the o’clock image to draw the hands to show each time. Be precise.
Then create your own example.

Learners complete their own example

Answers



Pack 5: Telling the time

Session B: Hour hand confusion

Resources needed: Geared clock / online teaching clock

The purpose of this session is to explore the common error of misreading the 
hour hand when it is close to the next hour.

Talk Task
The clock and speech bubble on the sheet are there to prompt a discussion 
about why it is easy to make mistakes like this. 

Discuss what has gone wrong and notice that the mistake is made because the 
hour hand looks like it is on the four. Link to the previous session by showing the 
time on a clock, rewinding to three o’clock and counting through the hour to 
explain how you know that the time is actually 3:55.

Explore other times when a similar error could be made and notice that they are 
all times when the minute hand is between 45 and o’clock. 

The underlying cause of this mistake is linked to understanding the movement of 
the hour hand. Learners may thinking that the hour hand stays on three for all 
the times between 3 o’clock and 4 o’clock. Sessions in the previous pack have 
focused on this aspect but the fact that we say the hour number makes it easy to 
forget that the hour hand may not actually point directly to that number.  

To focus attention on the movement of the hour hand, explore when the hands 
are on top of each other. Lots of the times have been chosen because you might 
think the hands would be pointing to the same place. You can understand why 
you could think that at six thirty the hour hand would be on six and the minute 
hand would be in the same position. Explore why this is not the case. 

It is true for midnight and at approximately these times: 

1:06   2:11   3:17   4:22   5:27   6:33   7:38   8:44   9:49   10:54

Summarise the session by reviewing some times when it would be easy to 
misread the hour hand. 

Activity
The activity sheet provides errors to correct and a prompt to 
explore when the hands make a straight line.
Challenge learners to write down (or say) some advice for 
the person who made these errors to help them understand. 
Encourage them to use a clock and make sketches to 
support their explanations. 

Video guidance

Step-by-step
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Pack 5 Session B
Activity: Hour hand confusion

1) Which clock shows which time? Draw the hands to show the missing one.

3) Find some times when the hands make a straight line.
e.g. six o’clock

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

2) Correct the error
I have drawn 

3:45

Answers

Approximately at 

7:06, 8:11, 9:16, 10:22,

11:27, 12:33, 1:38, 

2:44, 3:49 and 4:54



Pack 5: Telling the time

Session C: Hand mix up

Resources needed: Geared clock/online teaching clock

The purpose of this session is to practice telling the time by exploring the error of 
mixing up the hour and minute hand.

Talk Task
Exploring common errors and thinking about why they happen as well as how to 
correct them is a potential way to avoid them happening.

The previous session focused on errors related to misreading the hour hand. 
This session looks at errors made when confusing which hand is which.

The clocks and speech bubbles on the sheet are there to prompt discussion not 
only of which answer is correct but also of why the other answer has happened. 
Making sense of the incorrect answer and diagnosing what has gone wrong 
should lead learners to notice that the hour hand is being read as the minute had 
and the minute hand is being read as the hour hand.

Discuss each example and use a clock to show what the incorrect time would 
actually look like. 

At some point during these discussions, clarify which hand is which and how you 
know. The minute hand is the longer hand and rather than expecting this to be 
memorised, attach it to understanding why. The large numbers on a clockface 
are not for the minute hand. The minute hand is longer because it is designed to 
go through the hour numbers and point to the little marks between the hour 
markers.  

Ask learners to imaging that you are the person who made these errors and to 
think about what advice they would give you. Encourage them to create their 
own examples to guide you through correcting your errors.  

Link back to the previous session to think about examples where this mix up 
would not matter – this only happens when the hands are in the same position.

Activity
The activity sheet asks learners to record the time each clock 
shows and the time you would think it shows if you mix up 
the minute hand and the hour hand. 
The final clock is left blank for learners to draw in the hands 
for a time of their choice.

Video guidance

Step-by-step
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Pack 5 Session C
Activity: Hand mix up

Actual time Hand mix up time

Write the time each clocks shows and the time you would think it shows 
if you mixed up the hour and minute hand.

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

Answers

One o’clock

01:00

Five past 12

12:05

Five to nine

8:55

Quarter to 
eleven

10:45

Twelve minutes 
to eleven

10:48

Five to ten

9:55



Pack 5: Telling the time

Session D: Telling errors

Resources needed: Geared clock or an online teaching clock

The purpose of this session is to practice telling the time by exploring errors that 
could happen and thinking about why they happen and how to correct them. The 
concept of 24 hour time is also included.

Talk Task
Start the session by writing down some times in the way they would appear on a 
digital clock and asking learners to use a clock to create them. Discuss errors 
that could be made linking back to the previous two sessions e.g. mixing up the 
minute and hour hands or incorrectly placing the hour hand.

The examples on the sheet show some other errors that could come when 
linking digital displays and clockfaces. Ask learners to think about what has gone 
wrong and how to correctly show the time. In the first example, only the hour 
hand scale has been used for both hands and in the second example, only the 
minute scale has been used for both hands.

It is worth highlighting that the times shown on the clock are not possible. 
Discuss how the movement of the hour hand means that the hands would never 
be in this position. If it was quarter to twelve, the hour hand would be just before 
the 12. If it was twenty past six, the hour hand would not be exactly on the 6.

The second examples includes time shown in the 24-hour format which might be 
unfamiliar to learners. Discuss the concept of a.m. and p.m. being used to say if 
it is the morning or the afternoon. Connect this with the idea that across a full 24 
hour day, the hour hand moves twice round the clockface. Create a table to 
show the hour numbers for 12-hour time and 24-hour time focusing on the 
change that happens from 1 p.m. onwards. 

Explore some other examples using 24-hour time format and you could spend 
another session repeating experiences from across the time packs with 
examples using this format. Developing confidence telling the time happens over 
time and reviewing the experiences across these packs at regular intervals will 
be needed.

Activity
The activity sheet provides similar errors and learners are to 
write the correct time shown by each clock. They then show 
what the incorrect time looks like on a clock by drawing 
hands onto blank clocks. The final one is left blank to 
challenge learners to create their own error and correction.

Video guidance

Step-by-step
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Pack 5 Session D
Activity: Telling errors

It’s five 
past nine

It’s one 
past seven

It’s nine to 
four

Actual time The incorrect time

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

Errors have been made reading the clock. Write the time each clock 
shows then draw the hands to show what the incorrect time looks like

Answers

Twenty five 
past nine

9:25

Five past 
seven

7:05

Quarter to 
four

3:45



123 Home Road 
London 

W12 3AB 

Monday 15th June 2020 

Miss Faddy 
Ark Bentworth Primary 
Bentworth Road 
London 
W12 7AJ  

Dear Miss Faddy, 

As you know, it is almost the end of our time in Year 4 at the wonderful Ark Bentworth Primary. We 
have all enjoyed being in Year 4 and would love to celebrate our year in the best way possible. That 
is why I am writing to you, as a hardworking member of Year 4, to ask that we can have an end of 
year party to celebrate our year. All sensible people can agree that we deserve one.   

It is indisputable that the current Year 4 class are the best class at Ark Bentworth. As the saying goes, 
in Year 4 we do more. Our humour, work ethic, class songs and general brilliance are enough of a 
reason to celebrate. The only logical step is to throw a Year 4 party – the most fitting way to 
acknowledge the high standards and excellence of Year 4. *Is there anyone who could disagree with 
that?* 

Furthermore, this year we have put great effort into memorising our multiplication tables. Without 
doubt we have worked incredibly hard. *Are we going to let effort go unrewarded? * Perhaps the 
answer is a party. A celebratory party would be crucial to our happy memories of Ark Bentworth 
which would last a lifetime.  

In brief, with your support and a small budget, we could make Year 4’s dreams a reality and truly 
reward the hard-work and effort that Year 4 have shown this year at Ark Bentworth. In conclusion, I 
am very hopeful that you will support this exciting opportunity.  

Yours sincerely, 

Omar Elkarwash 
Year 4  

Emotive language 
Persuasive conjunctions 

Rhetorical questions ** 

Structure of a letter: 

1) Sender address
2) Date
3) Address of recipient
4) Greeting (formal)
5) Body
6) Formal finish






