Wednesday 20th January 2021
Year 4
Maths

Reading

The Explorer
What you are going to read:

Lila was cross with Fred because she didn’t know
where he was. She made them all brush their teeth.
Fred described con brushing her teeth as polite
(stagnant). As a sink they had this hole of water that
had no flow to it (stagnant). They all went to see Fred’s
raft. Get on it he said. Max jumped on it straight away.
Con and Lila followed more carefully. ‘it works’ said
Max. “For now,” said Con (like something bad might
happen) ominously. Let’s take it down the river. The
raft floated (bucked). The sped down the river. The
spotted blue parrots (macaws). Con told Lila about her
photographic memory and Lila was really interested
(fascinated). She said now people at school thought
she was weird to have it. Lila told her that they were
stupid, and she said it in a firm way (bluntly). Then they
see something…

Step one: Write the date
Wednesday 20th January 2021
Step two: Read the questions
Step three: Answer the questions below
Questions:
1) What are the adjectives that Fred uses to describe his raft? Pg2
2) Why were Lila’s knuckles pale? Pg4
3) How would you describe being on that raft?
4) What does con mean when she is comparing the birds in the
amazon to the birds in England? Pg 5
5) What do you think is in the river? And why?
Vocab:
Decorously - polite
Stagnant – no flow of water
Ominously- something bad might happen
Bucked – floated
Macaws- type of parrot.
Fascinated – interested
Bluntly- firmly
Top Tip
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full
sentences!
Step four:
Re read pages 6,7 and 8 focus on expression.

Writing
Step one: Write the date and underline
Wednesday 20th January 2021
Step two: Write our learning objective and underline
To Edit our Model text
Step three: Write down our three Success Criteria
1) Using paragraphs logically to organise ideas around a theme.
2) Using the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple
past.
3) Using a greater variety of sentence openers.
Step four: Finding sentence starters.

Today we are going to be looking at how we can improve our
sentence starters in the Introduction and our subheading
Location.
I’m going to show you in the introduction, and YOU are going
to change the sentence starters in the subheading Location.
Model text:
The river Nile is over thirty million years old. Tourists travel to the
Nile every year due to its historical importance as it allowed the
ancient Egyptians to start their lives there. Furthermore, it also
provides a home to many species of animals and plants. Did you
know that the Nile is approximately 4132 miles long? That makes it
the longest river in the world.

Improvement:
Would you believe that the river Nile is over thirty million years old?
Usually, tourists travel to the Nile every year due to its historical
importance as it allowed the ancient Egyptians to start their lives
there. Interestingly, it also provides a home to many species of
animals and plants. Did you know that the Nile is approximately 4132
miles long? That makes it the longest river in the world.

Circle all of the sentence starters that I have change or added
in.
Step five: You’re turn
You are going to add in and change the sentence starters in
the subheading Location.
Location
Where the river Nile starts is not certain. It runs through Egypt and
many other countries in Africa. Some people think that it originates
in Burundi. The water in the Nile comes from the White Nile and the
Blue Nile. The White Nile water comes from Lake Victoria, which is in
Africa, whilst the Blue Nile water comes from Lake Tana in Ethiopia.

Sentence starters:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Frequently,
Furthermore,
Like many,
In addition,
On average,
Surprisingly,

Challenge:
Are there any other words that
you think you can improve in
this paragraph?

The River Nile
The river Nile is over thirty million years old. Tourist travel to the Nile every year due
to its historical importance as it allowed the ancient Egyptians to start their lives
there. Furthermore, it also provides a home to many species of animals and plants.
Did you know that the Nile is approximately 4132 miles long? That makes it the
longest river in the world.
Location
Where the river Nile starts is not certain. It runs through Egypt and many other
countries in Africa. Some people think that it originates in Burundi. The water in the
Nile comes from the White Nile and the Blue Nile. The White Nile water comes from
Lake Victoria, which is in Africa, whilst the Blue Nile water comes from Lake Tana in
Ethiopia.
The life of the Nile
In the past the Nile was the source of life for the ancient Egyptians. It played an
important part in allowing the first humans to settle and live on its banks around
5000 BC. In addition, the riverbanks were also filled with a reed called papyrus, which
was turned into a kind of paper. Therefore, the ancient Egyptians also used these
reeds to build the boats that they would use to transport people, goods and
materials up and down the river. The ancient Egyptians would use the river to catch
fish with spears and nets as well as catch birds that came to the water. Nowadays the
Nile is a huge tourist attraction which creates money for Egypt and the neighbouring
countries. Today the river continues to be a great source for transportation and trade
routes connecting Africa with locations in Europe and beyond.
Climate
On average the Nile floods every year. This happens because the melting snow on
the Ethiopian mountains and the summer rain creates floods. First, the water would
rush down the Nile and into Egypt where it would burst the banks and flow onto all
the nearby flat fields. In addition, the farmers would then build mud-brick reservoirs
to keep the water in. However, they would then build canals to allow the water to
flow near their land to make it easy to move to the crops.
To conclude, not everyone is sure where the river Nile starts, but some people think
that it is starts from Burundi. Secondly, The Nile was a source of life for the
Egyptians. It helped them with food and water. As well as that, the farmer’s built
banks to help stop the flood of the river and to allow the water to flow to their crops.

Art
Wednesday 20th January 2021

This lesson we are going to be looking at four different types
of stitching. I have sent you all the materials that you need.
There are pieces of offcuts of felt in your pack that YOU are
going to practice these four different types of stiches. We are
NOT making our pencil case today.
Step one:
You are going to go onto DB and watch the video of how to
do a running stich. Then you are going to practice it with two
pieces of the off cut felt.
Step two:
You are going to go onto DB and watch the video of how to
do a backstitch. Then you are going to practice it with two
pieces of the off cut felt.
Step Three:
You are going to go onto DB and watch the video of how to
do a whipstitch. Then you are going to practice it with two
pieces of the off cut felt.
Step Four:
You are going to go onto DB and watch the video of how to
do a blanket stich. Then you are going to practice it with two
pieces of the off cut felt.
Which stitch did you find the easiest and why??? Share this on DB
and let’s see who thought the same or found a different one easier

Grammar and Spelling

Practice Look, cover, check with the spellings that Mr Whoops needed help
with.

