Monday 22nd February 2021
Year 4
Maths

Reading

The Explorer
What you are going to read:

Miss Banks and her sister Emily set up a school
called The Mayfair Academy for Young ladies and
it was a success (prospered). Maia was waiting
for news from her guardian. – not a parent but
legally responsible for Maia’s care. Maia was
struggling to concentrate because she was
wanting to know the news. She stood out from
her classmates as she has much darker hair and
dark eyes. She felt afraid of the future and the
unknown. Everyone was in one place (assembled).
Everyone believed that Maia deserved good
fortune after the death of her parents two years
ago. She got told that they have found some
relatives. She knew there was some bad news to
come after because Mr Murray looked serious
(solemn). She found out that they lived in the
Amazon! Let’s see what happens! …

Step one: Write the date
Monday 22nd February 2021
Step two: Read and answer the questions below
Questions:
1)Why was Maia struggling to concentrate? Pg2/3
2)How did Maia stand out compared to her classmates 3
3)What did Maia long to be? Pg. 6
4)What do you think the Cater family will be like?
5)Do you think Maia will have a good time in the Amazon?
Top Tip
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full
sentences!
Vocab:
Prospered – to succeed
Guardian – legally responsible for the care of a child under
eighteen.
Assembled- all in one place.
Solemn-stern and serious.
Step three:
Re read pages 4,5and 6 focus on Expression.

Writing

Step one: Write the date and underline.
Monday 22nd February 2021
Step two: Write our learning objective and underline.
To find the key features of a Diary
Step three: These are the key features of a dairy.

•
•
•
•
•

Date or time
Write in the first person
Events in chronological order
Include emotions or feelings
Time conjunctions

Step four: Read through my model text can you
find the key features?
I have started you off by underling them.
Dear Diary,

Date

Friday 2nd February

Today has been so boring because I just want it to be night time
already! Mum keeps asking me to help with all these things and
when I don’t do them, she says that I won’t be able to go tonight.
Tonight I am going to Sarah’s house for a sleepover – it’s going to be

Emotions

AMAZING! I am trying not to jump for joy while I write this. I cannot
wait for us to stay up all night to play video games. We will mostly
play Minecraft, but we also love a bit of Just Dance. We will also be
having a lot of pillow fights and I’m sure Sarah’s little brother Sam
will join in as he is annoying like that. Later we’re going to have a
midnight feast but won’t tell him because he will just tell on us. We Time
have planned to sneak lots of sweets and chocolates into Sarah’s conjunction
room so we can munch on them to keep us awake! I have taken
some Oreos and some big mouth-watering chocolate cookies from
downstairs. Sarah found a giant bag of Haribo in her kitchen
cupboard and has hidden it under her bed. I have to go and pack my
sleepover bag now or I will be late for the sleepover – I’m going to
bring my favourite fluffy pyjamas, my toothbrush and my teddy
called Big Ted. I will have to hide the biscuits at the bottom of the
bag, so mum doesn’t see them!
Examples of time conjunctions:

Step five: Once you have found the key features
tick them off.
• Date or time
• Write in the first person
• Write in the third person for PAST events
• Events in chronological order
• Include emotions or feelings
• Time conjunctions

Dear Diary,

Friday 2nd February

Today has been so boring because I just want it to be night time already! Mum keeps asking
me to help with all these things and when I don’t do them, she says that I won’t be able to
go tonight. Tonight I am going to Sarah’s house for a sleepover – it’s going to be AMAZING! I
am trying not to jump for joy while I write this. I cannot wait for us to stay up all night to
play video games. We will mostly play Minecraft, but we also love a bit of Just Dance. We
will also be having a lot of pillow fights and I’m sure Sarah’s little brother Sam will join in as
he is annoying like that. We’re going to have a midnight feast but won’t tell him because he
will just tell on us. We have planned to sneak lots of sweets and chocolates into Sarah’s
room so we can munch on them to keep us awake! I have taken some Oreos and some big
mouth-watering chocolate cookies from downstairs. Sarah found a giant bag of Haribo in
her kitchen cupboard and has hidden it under her bed. I have to go and pack my sleepover
bag now or I will be late for the sleepover – I’m going to bring my favourite fluffy pyjamas,
my toothbrush and my teddy called Big Ted. I will have to hide the biscuits at the bottom of
the bag, so mum doesn’t see them!
Dear Diary,

Saturday 3rd February

You will never guess what happened at the sleepover yesterday. It was a crazy night! First,
when I arrived at Sarah’s house, we went straight upstairs and put on Just Dance. We
danced for ages; it was so much fun! After that, Vicky called us downstairs for tea. We ate
macaroni cheese and broccoli, plus creamy strawberry ice cream with real strawberries on
top for dessert! It was delicious. Then, we went upstairs again and played Minecraft. Sam
wanted to play with us, but we said he wasn’t allowed to. Vicky told us off because it is
mean to tell someone they can’t play. Later on, in the evening, we got into our pyjamas,
brushed our teeth and pretended to go to sleep. We were so sneaky! When we were sure
Vicky was downstairs, we raced over to our stash of snacks and ate ALL of the Haribo! We
felt quite silly afterwards and couldn’t stop giggling! Suddenly, Sarah had a brilliant idea: she
suggested we go on an adventure. We put on our coats and stuffed our pockets full of
biscuits. Then we crept downstairs, as quiet as mice, and tiptoed to the back door. Outside,
the sky was as black as coal and the moon was like a giant coin in the sky. We sprinted to
the end of the garden and, without a second thought, jumped over the fence! Next, we ran
through the neighbour’s garden and climbed through the bushes at the end. Eventually, we
ended up in a little garden with a really big pond in it. We were busy looking at the cute
goldfish swimming around when, out of nowhere, there was a terrifying bark! Sarah got
such a shock that she fell in the pond! Poor Sarah. I yanked her out and she was dripping
wet from head to toe and covered in mud. When we got back to the house, Vicky was so
cross. It was awful! We felt really guilty for sneaking out in the middle of the night because
she was extremely worried. She made Sarah have a bath to warm up and then sent us
straight to bed. Vicky told my mum what happened and now I have to do all the washing up
for a whole week!

Lesson 7

What is happening to the
Amazon Rainforest?
Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

•

The Amazon Rainforest is the largest remaining rainforest

•

deforestation

•

Large areas of the rainforest are being cut down

•

clearing

•

The rainforest is being cleared to meet human needs

•

logging

•

Many animals and tribes of indigenous people are losing
their homes

•

cattle ranching

•

agriculture

•

We can do more to protect the rainforest

•

palm oil

•

pulp

•

protection

Knowledge Quiz 3.6
1. Which word describes people who are from a certain place who have chosen to stay in
that place?
home

example

indigenous

belonging

friends

people

2. Which word means ‘the past family of someone’?
indigenous

ancestors

3. Some tribes remain uncontacted by modern society.
true

false

4. Only indigenous people live in the Amazon Rainforest.
true

false

5. All indigenous people are the same.
true

false
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What do you think this image shows?

What is deforestation?
Deforestation is the clearing of all or parts of forests by cutting
down or burning trees. Across the world, every year, huge areas
of tropical rainforest are chopped down and destroyed by
humans to meet human needs — it is thought that an area the
size of a football pitch is lost every second. We now only have
half of the tropical rainforests we once had and experts estimate
that if the same level of deforestation continues, we will have
destroyed all of them in 50–100 years.
The Amazon Rainforest experiences more
deforestation than any other tropical rainforest
on Earth. In total, around 1⁄5 of the forest has
already been destroyed. The map here shows
you how much of the Amazon Rainforest has
already been lost. It may look as though there
is a lot of rainforest left but once the Amazon
is gone, we will not be able to get it back. This
would be a disaster because the Amazon is
an extremely important natural resource. In
addition to the wildlife and indigenous people
living within it, the trees of the Amazon produce
oxygen — the gas we need to breathe. So
much so that the rainforest is often known
as ‘the lungs of the Earth’. Also, many of the
medicines we use have ingredients from the
Amazon. In total 7⁄10 of the plants found to be
useful in treating cancer are only found in the
rainforest. We have also only explored a small
fraction of the Amazon and so who knows what
else there is waiting to be found.

Guyana
Venzuela

Suriname
French Guiana

Colombia

Equador

Peru

Brazil
Bolivia

Paraguay

Chile

KEY:
Argentina

Uruguay

Deforestation until 2016
Amazon Rainforest
South America
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In your own words, describe what deforestation is: 



How much of the world’s rainforest is lost every second? 
What fraction of the Amazon Rainforest has already been lost? 
What is the Amazon Rainforest sometimes called? 
Why would losing the Amazon Rainforest be a disaster? 




What are the reasons for deforestation?
Deforestation of rainforests such as the Amazon happens for
many different reasons. These reasons include logging and to
create space for cattle ranching, other types of agriculture and
housing. Forest fires are also a huge problem. Large fires in the
Amazon Rainforest do not happen accidently. Farmers or other
people who want to use the land set them on purpose and then
they spread because they are so difficult to put out. By the end
of August 2019, there had already been over 46,000 fires in the
Amazon Rainforest that year.
Logging is when the trees are cut down so that the timber (logs or wood) can be sold across the
world and used for building, making pieces of furniture, as fuel or making paper. When making
paper, the wood is crushed by grinders and turned into tiny pieces the same size as grains of sand.
These tiny pieces are then soaked in water which makes a pulp. The pulp is then rolled and dried
to make paper, card and cardboard.
Agriculture is a huge reason for the destruction of the Amazon
Rainforest. The main crops grown are soybean plans but rice,
citrus fruits, oil palms, coffee, cacao, bananas and rubber are
farmed too. Cattle ranching, however, is the largest driver of
deforestation in every Amazon country. Amazon Brazil is home
to approximately 200 million cattle, and is the largest exporter of
beef in the world.
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Housing is another reason for the destruction of
the Amazon Rainforest. There are many different
cities and towns in the Amazon and as more
people move to these cities ad towns, more
space is needed for more housing. Manaus,
for example, is expanding rapidly and the only
way more houses could be built would be by
clearing away parts of the rainforest. Also, to
accompany these settlements, more roads are
needed and the rainforest needs to be cleared
to reach these and the new farms too.

This chart here shows you how much of
the Amazon Rainforest is cleared for each
different reason.
Cattle Farming
Agriculture
Logging
Fires, Mining,
Road Construction,
Dams

Illustrate three of the causes of deforestation:

What does the chart tell you about deforestation the Amazon Rainforest?
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