
Thursday 7th January 2021 
Year 4 
Maths 

You will need a hundreds square: 
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Identifying multiplication patterns.
Here are some parts of various grids. 
This time you cannot see the edges.

Can you identify what tables on what grids could have been used?
There might be more than one answer….or there might not be!
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Blank grids
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Challenge Slide 

Complete the questions below using your 10 times 
tables

           ÷  = 12 ÷  = 60 

             ÷  = 36 ÷  = 52

             ÷  = 48 ÷  = 100
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Reading 
The Explorer 
What you are going to read: 
Fred tried to get the noise out his ears the hair on his 
arms were slightly burnt (singed) and smelt of eggs! His 
eyebrow had Charred (burnt off and turned black) and 
come off! All his clothes where ripped and he was cut 
and bruised. There was a cruel (vicious) pain going up 
his back. There was a voice saying get away from us! 
He grabbed a rock and through it in the direction. He 
ducked behind on a tree and crouched on his legs 
(haunches) ready (poised) to jump. He tried not to 
breath out. Fred half closed his eyes (squinted) through 
the dark his eyes were getting used to it (accustomed) 
and he realised that it was the other children on the 
plane with him. They all introduced themselves. Max 
was being held by his older sister and he wouldn’t talk 
he just cried. They all had cuts on them. They were 
talking about a place to find shelter when Max saw a 
snake. They all ran, max wouldn’t run so Fred carried 
him. When they all caught up with each other. Con was 
annoyed because she said look now, we are more lost! 
Let’s see what happens next… 
 
Vocab: 
Singed- slightly burnt 
Charred- burnt. 
Vicious- cruel  
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Haunches- legs 
Poised – ready  
Squinted – half closed eyes 
Accustomed – used to things 
 
Step one: Write the date and underline it 
Thursday 7th January 2021 
 
Step two: Read pages 8-15 
 
Step three: Answer the questions below 
Questions  
1)What is another word for Haunches? Pg. 8 
2)How old do you think Max is and why? Pg. 10 
3)What would you do if you saw snake? Pg. 12 
4)How did Fred describe the water? Can you think 
of different adjectives? pg. 15 
 
Top Tip 
Remember capital letters, full stops and always 
answer in full sentences!  
 
Step four:  
Re- read pages 9,10 and 11 and really focus on the 
speech. 
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Writing 
Step 1: Write the date and underline it 
Thursday 7th January 2021 

Step two: Write and underline our learning objective 
To identify the success criteria in the model text

Step Three: 
Can you use bullet points to summarise each paragraph? Remember to find all 
the three success criteria. Remember that they are frontal adverbials, short 
sentences and conjunctions. 

This how you are going to set it out in your books: 

Paragraph 1: 
Summary: 
Back in London for the new term. 
Thank you for my hair band 

Conjunction: 
And, because   
I have done the Beginning for you. Now you are going to do the rest.

Paragraph 2:

Summary: 

Continue to do this for all paragraphs. 

Top Tip: 
Use your pack from yesterday to help you. 



                                                                                                                         Ark Bentworth Primary 
                                                                                                                                72 Bentworth Road 
                                                                                                                                                    London 
                                                                                                                                                  W12 7AJ 
                                                                                                                                    3rd January 2021    
 
Dear Auntie, 
 
I have arrived back in London ready to start the new term at Bentworth and I’m writing to 
tell you about my Christmas holidays. I wanted to say thank you for my lovely hair band 
because it was such a lovely surprise to open when I got home.  
 
Term finished on the 18th December. As quick as a flash, I ran back home and jumped in the 
car to drive to Kent where my dad and sister live. It was all a bit stressful because I had not 
packed yet. My friend Eleanor helped me pack. I realised that I had to take my two naughty 
cats with me! They did not enjoy being put in their cat box! All the way home they meowed. 
I even thought that they escaped! Did you know that I nearly forgot the cat food?  
 
Unexpectedly, the house has changed a bit since you last came. Without warning, Dad had 
decided to paint all the kitchen walls green and stick lots of vegetables on them! It feels a bit 
like you are constantly surrounded by live vegetables! When I walked through the door, it 
felt a bit odd - like something was missing. Then I realised that my dad and sister were 
nowhere to be found! I ran round the house shouting, “DAD, DAD!” There was no answer. 
Then I ran round the garden, still shouting. After a while, I heard this rustling coming from 
somewhere, however I realised it was from the vegetable patch. I went over and I couldn’t 
see anything, but I heard these muffled voices. I realised that my dad and sister had turned 
into vegetables!  
 
I was gobsmacked, I didn’t know what to do. I thought long and hard about how this had 
happened. How was I going to turn them back into humans? I looked through all our 
cookbooks and I did some research on the web. Then I remembered what is different to 
vegetables: meat, of course. I went and found some chicken in the fridge. I put the chicken 
on the vegetables. In the blink of an eye, they both appeared. It was quite amazing, they 
both felt very relieved. 
 
Have you had a letter from Jen yet? I think she is going to tell you about becoming a 
vegetable and that I saved her. It was so lovely to talk to you over Christmas and New Year, 
but I miss you and Uncle. I really hope that I can come and visit you both soon!  Looking 
forward to speaking to you soon. 
 
 
Lots of love,  
 
Emily X  
 
PS. Please could you send me more of your shortbread? I have eaten all of it from Christmas 
and it was delicious. 



Lesson 1

What are some of the key physical 
features of South America?

Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary

• South America is a continent

• South America located in the Southern Hemisphere

• There are many different climate zones across the continent

• Physical geography is about the natural world

• Human geography is about the human impact on the world

• There are many physical features across South America

• continent

• hemisphere

• climate

• human

• interaction

• physical

• feature

 Do you remember the names and locations of the continents of 
the world?
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Write a short paragraph describing the location of South America. 

What is the difference between human and physical geography?

When we look at the geography of our world, we can find both 
human and physical features. Each continent, country, city, and 
town across the world has features which can be classed as 
human and features which can be classed as physical.

Human geography is the study of people and their interactions 
with the world around them. A human feature is something 
which has been created or built by humans. Examples of human 
features are settlements, land use, population size and trade links. 

Physical geography is the study of the natural world — the Earth 
and its natural features. A physical feature is something which 
occurs naturally. Examples of physical features are climate zones, 
biomes, oceans, mountains and rivers. 
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Define human and physical features using your own words:

Human 
Features:

Physical 
Features:

What is the climate like in South America?

The continent of South America begins halfway 
between the Tropic of Cancer and the Equator 
and ends below the Tropic of Capricorn — close 
to the Antarctic Circle. This means that there 
are many different climate zones across South 
America. The different climate zones mean that 
the weather is very different across the continent. 
This means that the plants and wildlife vary greatly 
from place to place. 

In the north of the continent, where the land is along the Equator, there is an equatorial climate. 
An equatorial climate is hot all year and there are no seasons. There is heavy rainfall throughout 
the year. Also, in the north of the continent, where the land falls between the tropics, there is a 
tropical climate. This climate has two seasons: both are hot, but one is rainy and one is dry. 

Across the middle of the continent, there is an arid climate. The word ‘arid’ means ‘very dry’ and 
this is exactly what an arid climate is like. There is rarely any rain at all. Below the arid zone is the 
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Mediterranean zone. In a Mediterranean climate there are dry, very warm summers and cool, wet 
winters. Below the Mediterranean zone is the temperate climate zone. This is the southern-most 
climate zone in South America. The temperature is rarely extreme in terms of hot or cold but there 
are obvious changes across the four seasons. 

How many climate zones are found across South America? 

Which climate zones are found across South America? 

Match the climate zone to the description:

Temperate Hot all year round. 

Arid Rarely extreme temperatures but four clear seasons. 

Tropical Hot all year with a wet season and a dry season. 

Mediterranean Very dry all year.

Equatorial Dry, warm summers and cool, wet winters. 

Use the text to label the climate zones of South America:
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What is the land like in South America?

The climate of South America is not the only feature which varies greatly as you explore the 
continent. The land and its physical features vary greatly too. Amongst the amazing natural  
sites, there are huge mountain ranges, tropical rainforests, dry deserts, soaring waterfalls and 
flowing rivers. 

The Andes Mountains run straight down the western edge of South 
America from the north to the south. Together they form the longest 
mountain range in the world. Mount Aconcagua is 6962 metres tall and 
is the highest mountain in the Andes. In fact, it is the highest mountain in 
the world outside of Asia. Many of the peaks in the Andes are volcanic. 
The world’s highest volcano is found here. 

A huge part of the South American continent is taken up by the Amazon 
Rainforest. The Amazon Rainforest is the largest tropical rainforest in 
the world and it contains over 1⁄3 of all the trees in the world. Within the 
rainforest, there are over a million different species of insects, plants, 
birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles — including some which 
scientists may not have discovered yet.

The Amazon River flows across the north of South America, through the 
Amazon Rainforest, from west to east. The river has its source in the Andes 
mountain range and its mouth at the Atlantic Ocean. The Amazon 
River is the second longest river in the world (after the Nile in Egypt) but 
is the largest river in terms of how much water it carries. The river is an 
important life source for humans, plants and animals. 

The Atacama Desert is found in the far west of South America. It is one of 
the driest places on Earth. In some places, less than an inch of rain falls 
every 10 years which makes it almost impossible for animals and plants to 
survive. The soil is so starved of water and nutrients that it is compared to 
land found on Mars. The Atacama Desert is famous for being one of the 
best places to see the stars at night because the sky is so clear.

Angel Falls is a waterfall located in South America. The falls are famous 
for being the tallest uninterrupted waterfall in the whole world. The total 
height of Angel Falls is 979 meters. During warmer and drier seasons, 
the water of Angel Falls evaporates even before it touches the ground, 
forming a mist. During the rainy season, Angel Falls splits into two 
separate waterfalls.

Cape Horn is the southernmost point of South America. The waters 
around the cape are very dangerous because of strong winds, huge 
waves and icebergs. The cape itself is usually shrouded in fog and mist. 
Sailing around Cape Horn is seen as being as difficult as climbing Mount 
Everest — the highest mountain in the world.
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 All of the land across South America is the same — true or false?
Explain your thinking. 
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