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Reading 
The Explorer  
What you are going to read:  
Max woke with a sudden shock (startled). He had one 
of his nightmares again. He realised that he must of 
moved (heaved) his body in his sleep. Lila and Con 
were still sleeping. He realised Max was missing. He 
woke up the others con came rolling out (barrelling) 
the den and they were all shouting for Max. Then they 
heard a boo. Lila was furious with Max and said she 
would tell her parents. She wanted to know where he 
went and did he eat the pineapple? He showed them 
he walked them down a pathway with a group (cluster) 
of trees. He pointed to the baby sloth that was on the 
tree and it was surrounded by vultures. He said that he 
shared the pineapple with the sloth. Lila shooed away 
the vultures and started to climb the tree. With shaking 
(quivering) fingers she unhooked the sloth. It made this 
sound like a baby would make (mewling). Let’s see 
what happens. 

Step one: Write the date  
Tuesday 26th January 2021 

Step two: Read the questions 

Step three: Answer the questions below 
Questions: 

1) Put the word barrelling into a sentence Pg2



2) Why was Lila so cross with Max? and what did she say
she would do? Pg3

3) What does it mean by an unexpected excitement? Pg4
4) How did the author describe the vulture in the tree? Pg6
5) Would you save the baby sloth and why?

Top Tip 
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full 
sentences! 

Vocab: 
Startled – sudden shock 
Heaved- moved 
Barrelling- rolling 
Cluster- group 
Vulture 
Quivering- shaking 
Mewling – cry that a baby would make. 

Step four: 
Re read pages 5,6 and 7 focus on speech. 











Writing 

Step one: Write the date and underline.  

Tuesday 26th January 2021 

Step two: Write our learning objective and underline. 

To plan our non-chronological report.  

Step three:  Look at our success criteria. 

1) Using paragraphs logically to organise ideas around a theme.
2) Using the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple

past.
3) Using a greater variety of sentence openers.

Step four: Planning the subheading;  The life of the Amazon 
You are going to bullet point your ideas as we are 
only planning. You are going to bullet point six/seven facts about
the life of the Amazon. 

Example: 

• The Nile was the source of life for the ancient Egyptians.
• It played an important part in allowing humans to settle.
• The riverbanks were filled with a reed called papyrus.
• The Egyptians used reads to build boats for trade and

transporting people.
• They would catch fish in the Nile.
• A huge tourist attraction.
• It is still used today for all the things above.



The life of the Nile 
 In the past the Nile was the source of life for the ancient Egyptians. It played 
an important part in allowing the first humans to settle and live on its banks 
around 5000 BC. In addition, the riverbanks were also filled with a reed called 
papyrus, which was turned into a kind of paper. Furthermore, the ancient 
Egyptians also used these reeds to build the boats that they would use to 
transport people, goods and materials up and down the river. The ancient 
Egyptians would use the river to catch fish with spears and nets as well as 
catch birds that came to the water. Nowadays the Nile is a huge tourist 
attraction which creates money for Egypt and the neighbouring countries. 
Today the river continues to be a great source for transportation and trade 
routes connecting Africa with locations in Europe and beyond. 

You are writing about the Amazon! To help you get facts about the 
Amazon you can find your humanities packs and use your knowledge 
from there.  

Step five: Planning YOUR next subheading Climate. 

Like The life of the Nile, you are going to bullet point five/six facts 
about the climate of the Amazon. Again, use your Humanities book 
to help you. If you are stuck, you can also use the Internet.  
Example: 
• The Nile floods every year.
• This happens because of the snow from Ethiopian mountains

and the rain in the summer.
• First it would rush into Egypt and burst the banks.
• To stop this, farmers would build reservoirs.
• They would then build canals to allow water onto their crops.

Fact one Fact 
two

Fact 
three 

Fact five 

Fact four 

Fact six 

Fact seven 



Climate 
 On average the Nile floods every year. This happens because the melting snow on the 
Ethiopian mountains and the summer rain is what caused the flood.  First, the water would 
rush down the Nile and into Egypt where it would burst the banks and flow onto all the 
nearby flat fields. In addition, the farmers would then build mud-brick reservoirs to keep the 
water in. However, they would then build canals to allow the water to flow near their land 
to make it easy to move to the crops. 
. 

Check list: 

The life of the Amazon: 

• Six/seven facts

• Did you know fact

• Sentence starters

• Present tense

• Did all of your facts
Link to the Amazon? 

Step Six: Conclusion You are going to take one point from each of 
your subheadings and summarise.  
• Not everyone was sure where the river Nile started.
• The Nile was a source of life for the Egyptians.

Fact one 

Fact 
two

Fact 
three 

Fact four 

Fact five 

Climate: 

• Five/ six facts

• Sentence starters

• Present tense

• Did all your facts link
to the location of the
Amazon?



• Farmers built banks to stop the flood of the river.

Example: 

To conclude, not everyone is sure where the river Nile starts, but some people think that it 
is starts from Burundi. Secondly, The Nile was a source of life for the Egyptians. It helped 
them with food and water. As well as that, the farmer’s built banks to help stop the flood of 
the river and to allow the water to flow to their crops.  

Check list 

• Point from location

• Point from Life of the Amazon

• Point from Climate

• Present tense

• Sentence starters

Subheading Location 
Subheading the 
life of the Nile. 

Subheading 
Climate 
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Lesson 4

How can we classify animals 
without a backbone?

Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary

• Animals without a backbone are called invertebrate

• Insects are a type of invertebrate

• Crustaceans are a type of invertebrate

• Echinoderms are a type of invertebrate

• Annelids are a type of invertebrate

• Arachnids are a type of invertebrate

• Molluscs are a type of invertebrate

• Protozoa are a type of invertebrate

• invertebrate

• insects

• crustacean

• echinoderm

• annelid

• arachnid

• mollusc

• protozoa

Knowledge Quiz 3.3

1. Animals with a backbone are called:

2. The plant in a food chain is called the:

3. Circle two types of warm blooded animals:

4. These animals have soft, wet skin:

5. These animals live in water:

consumer

animals 

reptiles 

mammals 

reptiles 

amphibians

birds

fish

predator

vertebrate

mammals 

reptiles

mammals 

birds

fish

birds

producer herbivore

vehiclesinvertebrate
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What can you see in this image?
Would you describe these animals as vertebrate?
Do you think they have skeletons? Why or why not?
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 What is an invertebrate? 

An invertebrate is an animal without a backbone. They have no internal skeleton and  
normally have soft, flexible bodies. Some have a hard outer skeleton (an exoskeleton)  
which protects them. 

Types of invertebrate include insects, crustaceans, echinoderms, annelids, arachnids, molluscs 
and protozoa. 

Insects have a hard-outer casing which protects the soft body inside. The 
body of an insect is split into three sections: head, thorax and abdomen. 
Insects have antennae and usually have three pairs of legs. They also 
sometimes have wings. Examples include beetles, ladybirds and ants. 

Crustaceans have a hard-outer shell which protects the soft inner body. 
Their body is made up of two parts which sometimes look like they are fused 
together. Crustaceans have more then three pairs of legs and many will 
have claws at the end of the first set of legs. Examples include crabs, lobsters, 
prawns and woodlice. 

Echinoderm only live in water and have a hard-spiny covering or skin. 
Their bodies also have radial symmetry (where each side is balanced or 
symmetrical) with five or more arms or legs. An echinoderm can grow back 
part of its body if it becomes damaged. Examples include starfish, sea urchin, 
sea cucumber and sea lily. 

Annelids have no legs and no hard-outer skeleton. The body of an annelid  
is divided into many little segments, like rings joined together. Annelids can 
have bristles on their bodies. Examples include earthworms, leeches  
and lugworms. 

Arachnids have eight legs and they do not have antennae. Their bodies 
are made up of two parts: the cephalothorax (where the head is) and the 
abdomen. They also have a tough exoskeleton. Examples include spiders, 
daddy longlegs, scorpians and mites. 

Molluscs have soft bodies which are not segmented. Most molluscs live on 
water but some live on land. Some molluscs have their own shell which they 
can use for protection. Examples include clams, mussels, oysters  
and scallops. 

Protozoans are tiny animals that we cannot see without the help of a 
microscope. They live everywhere: on land, in water and on other animals 
and plants. 
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 What is an invertebrate? 

 
 

Name three types of invertebrates:

1.  
2.  
3.  

How many sections does an insect’s body have?  

An echinoderm can heal itself and regrow if damaged.            True            False 

Name two types of insects:

Name two types of arachnids:

Name two types of molluscs:

Name two types of annelids:

1.  

1.  

1.  

1.  

2.  

2.  

2.  

2.  
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PSHE 
 

Images in the Media 
Step one: Watch the Video on DB primary. 
 
Step two:  
You are going to write a postcard to someone 
in Year Four to make them feel amazing. BUT 
there is a challenge. You can only use 25 
Words. 
 
Here are some phrases to start you off: 
 
You are amazing! 
You inspire me: 
Thank you for being you 
You have the best smile  
Your laugh is contagious. 
You always look lovely 
I love how bubbly you are. 
Don’t ever change. 
                                 

Post your postcards that you 
have created on DB and share 
them with the person you wrote 
it too.  I can’t wait to see them!  
 
 




