
 
 

Year 5 Curriculum Map  

 

Summer 1  
Early Islamic Civilization 

Literacy We will continue to send home writing tasks that 
are based on our topic of Crime and Punishment. 
Tasks will be a range of Fiction and Non-Fiction 
writing.   
 

Core Texts A range of story books and non-fiction texts will be 
used for answering comprehension questions and 
learning about our topics. These will be made 
available online or via the home learning booklets.  
 

Reading  
 

Epic! Reader books (home reading books will be 
assigned to children on this online platform) 
Reading home books for pleasure 
Storytime videos on DB Primary 
 

Mathematics 
 

Revision of concepts 
Measures 
Transformations 
Conversions 
 

Science 
 

Life Cycles 

Humanities 
 

Islamic Civilization 
(History) 
 

Art and Design 
 

Geometric Patterns: Piet Mondian 

PE and Health Joe Wicks ‘PE with Joe’  
Cosmic Yoga  
GoNoodle 
Available on Youtube 
 

Music 
 

ARK Music Curriculum 

Computing 
 

DB Primary Activities  
PSHE Online Safety and Wellbeing 
 

This document outlines the areas of learning for your child this term.  It has been 
adjusted to take into account that this learning may not be taking place in school.  

 



Aiming High, Achieving Together 

Bentworth Road 
London 

W12 7AJ 

Tel 020 87432527 
info@arkbentworth.org 
www.arkbentworth.org 

Year 5 Home Learning

Learning Log: Pack 4 
Support for Home Learning can be found at y.5@arkbentworthprimary.org 

Learning can be accessed through your child’s account on the following: 
DB Primary https://arkbentworth-lbhf.secure-dbprimary.com/ 
Mathletics https://www.mathletics.com/ 
Accelerated Reader https://ukhosted40.renlearn.co.uk/2142174/ 
Oak National Academy https://www.thenational.academy/ 

Please do not feel pressured to finish all the material in one week. However, we will continue 
to give out new packs each week to ensure full coverage of the curriculum. 

Reading 
Children should read for 45 minutes daily.  
Goodnight Mister Tom comprehension activities, recorded in exercise book. 
Reading Lesson on Oak National Academy.  

Writing 
Children will write instructions on how to look after a pet dragon, recorded in 
their exercise books. 
Check video tutorial provided on DB Primary. 

Maths 
Daily Maths Lesson on Oak National Academy (where applicable) 
Daily Maths lesson in booklets, recorded in Maths Book.  
Check links and video tutorials provided on DB Primary.  

Spelling Spelling activities can be accessed on DB Primary. 

The wider 
Curriculum 

Grammar and punctuation: Complete the work on modal verbs. Check video 
tutorial on DB primary. 
Humanities: Exploring why it’s important to study Early Islamic civilisation. 
Check video tutorial on DB Primary. 
Art – What is Geometric Art? Check video tutorials on DB Primary. 
PSE – Online Safety ‘Protecting our Privacy’ See booklet. 
Music- Singing. Go to: www.arkmusicresources.co.uk (Password: 
MusicResources) and click on the KS2 link. 

Extra 
Activities 

Talk about your family’s history with an adult. Think about aunts and uncles, 
grandmas and grandads, great grandmas and great-grandads. Create 
individual or family portraits. 
Plan and cook a meal together with your family. You could learn a new recipe 
from a family member or try a new one from a recipe book or an online 
recipe. 
Create an indoor treasure hunt using clues and ask another member of the 
family to follow the clues to find the treasure. What will your treasure be? 

Websites http://www.iseemaths.com/home-lessons/ 
https://ed.ted.com/ 
Search modal verbs KS2 and click on the BBC Bitesize link: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zps4pbk 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

Miss Dairo and Miss Oudomvilay (Year 5 and 6 Subject Specialist Teachers) 

http://www.arkbentworth.org/
mailto:y.5@arkbentworthprimary.org
https://arkbentworth-lbhf.secure-dbprimary.com/
https://ukhosted40.renlearn.co.uk/2142174/
https://www.thenational.academy/
http://www.arkmusicresources.co.uk/
http://www.iseemaths.com/home-lessons/
https://ed.ted.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zps4pbk


Hello Year 5 and parent/carers 

A weekly overview of the learning for the week is included in the Learning Log for Year 5.  

If you need more information, please email me at y.5@arkbentworthprimary.org or on DB 
Primary for any questions Maths or Science related.  

Pack 4 has more links to online videos and online content. The printed packs will  

support the content covered on the Oak National Academy website and my own  

tutorials posted on DB. There will be links provided in the pack when needed 

and work should be recorded in the Maths book where appropriate.   

 

Thank you and I hope to hear from you soon! 

Miss Oudomvilay 

Pack 4  
Session 1 
 
 

Maths Warm Up: 132 challenge 
Main Lesson: Oak Academy Maths Week 1 Lesson 1 
Transformations  
Art: Geometric Shapes in Art  
French: Talking about the weather  

Pack 4 
 
Session 2  

Warm Up: Mathletics x 1 Shapes  
Main Lesson: Oak Academy Maths Week 1 Lesson 2 
Transformations  
ICT: See DB Primary 
PSE: Protecting your privacy online 

Pack 4 
 
Session 3 

 Maths Warm Up: Mathletics x 1 Shapes  
Main Lesson: Oak Academy Maths Week 1 Lesson 3 
Transformations  
 

Pack 4 
 
Session 4 

Main Lesson: Arithmetic Test 4 
Science: Life Cycles of Plants  

Pack 4 
 
Session 5  

Maths Warm Up: Mathletics x 1 Shapes  
Main Lesson: Oak Academy Maths Week 1 Lesson 4 and 5 
Transformations  
 

 

 

mailto:y.5@arkbentworthprimary.org


 

Session 1: Maths  

1x2= 5x4= 12x4= 7x8= 9x5= 11x5= 
1x5= 3x10= 3x3= 8x2= 5x3= 12x2= 
6x4= 9x3= 6x8= 4x6= 11x4= 5x6= 
2x10= 2x5= 6x2= 10x4= 8x5= 2x7= 
10x3= 2x6= 1x6= 1x4= 5x2= 4x2= 
4x10= 2x3= 8x4= 8x8= 12x9= 1x7= 
11x2= 2x8= 8x12= 7x5= 11x6= 4x4= 
7x12= 1x10= 2x2= 4x3= 6x3= 11x9= 
7x4= 8x3= 7x10= 3x7= 3x4= 10x2= 
6x12= 3x5= 6x5= 2x4= 10x10= 10x5= 
11x3= 5x8= 12x3= 9x10= 12x5= 12x6= 
3x6= 7x2= 5x5= 10x6= 3x2= 1x8= 
5x12= 4x5= 9x6= 8x11= 6x6= 7x3= 
1x3= 5x10= 9x4= 9x2= 11x10= 12x7= 
4x8= 8x6= 6x10= 9x12= 11x8= 7x6= 
4x12= 4x7= 10x7= 7x11= 8x7= 10x8= 
7x7= 3x8= 9x11= 5x7= 6x11= 5x11= 
8x9= 8x10= 11x7= 10x12= 9x8= 9x7= 
3x12= 6x7= 7x9= 10x11= 12x8= 3x11= 
5x9= 4x11= 11x11= 2x9= 2x11= 4x9= 
2x12= 6x9= 1x9= 9x9= 3x9= 10x9= 
11x12= 12x11= 1x12= 12x10= 1x11= 12x12= 

** Check the answers with an adult or check the Year 5 files on DB Primary.  

 

Main Lesson: Oak Academy Year 5 Week 1 Lesson 1 An introduction to 
transformation  

Independent Task: Complete the translations on the following grids. Make sure 
you use a ruler and read the instructions carefully. Revisit the Oak videos if you 
need a reminder.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 1: Art  

This half terms topic is Geometric Patterns. Lesson 1 is an introduction to what geometric patterns look like and how 
to create an example on DB Primary. Check the Year 5 Blog for the tutorial! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 1: PSE Protecting your privacy online 

Watch the following video about sharing your own and other’s information online 

Search Google: Cyberbullying – A Newsround special 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the scenarios above and answer the questions below  

Example 1 – Is it kind to share someone else’s bad hair day online?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 



Example 2 – How would you feel if someone posted your diary online? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Session 1 – French  

Join Farley and his friends to learn about the weather Search google: BBC Bitesize ‘Not again Farley’ Weather  

Respond to KoKo in French, use the word bank below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 2 – Maths  

Maths Warm Up: Mathletics x 1 Shape  

Main Lesson: Oak Academy Year 5 Week 1 Lesson 2 Describing Translations 

Independent Task: Complete the translations on the following grids. Make sure 
you use a ruler and read the instructions carefully. Revisit the Oak videos if you 
need a reminder.  

Reasoning with Translation 

Show Me: Steve says one shape has been moved 6 spaces left  

and 5 spaces up. Which shape is Steve talking about? Explain.  

  

 

 

 

It is  
Il fait 
Il fey 

weather  
 

today.  
aujourd’hui 
aw jor doo 

wi 
Il fait hot  chaud (shore-d) aujourd’hui 
Il fait cold froid (fw-ah) aujourd’hui 
Il fait sunny beau (b-oh) aujourd’hui 

Il  snowing neige (nay-zh) aujourd’hui 
Il fait raining pleut (pl-err) aujourd’hui 
Il ya windy du vent (doo vohnt) aujourd’hui 

Bonjour! Quel temps fait il?  

Hello! What is the weather like? 

………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 3: Maths 

Maths Warm Up: Mathletics x 1 Shape  

Main Lesson: Oak Academy Year 5 Week 1 Lesson 3 Describing Positions and Co 
ordinates  

Independent Task: Complete the translations on the following grids. Make sure 
you use a ruler and read the instructions carefully. Revisit the Oak videos if you 
need a reminder.  

Reasoning with Translation  

Shape 1 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Shape 2 Shape 3 

 

Evaluating the shapes above, identify which shapes have been translated 
(moved to a new position) or not. The first one has been done for you. 

• Shape 1 – Translated/Not translated.  

I know this because shape 1 has changed in two ways. It has moved its position 
on the grid and it has been turned around or flipped.  

 

Shape 2– Translated/Not translated.  

I know this because …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

• Shape 3– Translated/Not translated.  

I know this because …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 3: Science  

See booklet for the Knowledge Organiser and activties.  

 

Check the DB Primary Year 5 blog ‘Science with Miss O’ for a tutorial before you 
start the lesson. 

 

Session 4: Maths 

 

Arithmetic Test – Questions and Answers at the end of the booklet.  

 

Session 5: Maths 

Maths Warm Up: Mathletics x 1 Shape  

Main Lesson: Oak Academy Year 5 Week 1 Lesson 4 and 5 Describe position 
after translation  

Independent Task: Complete the translations on the following grids. Make sure 
you use a ruler and read the instructions carefully. Revisit the Oak videos if you 
need a reminder.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember 
to water the 

plants! 

Yes Miss 
Oudomvilay,  

we promise! 
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Existing Knowledge 
 

What makes a living thing a ‘living thing’? 

Write down everything you already know about living things: 
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Session 1:   

What are the features of living things? 
 

Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

     A living thing has several important features 

 Living things absorb nutrients and water  

 Living things are able to move independently 

 Living things grow, change and reproduce  

 Living things require rest and shelter 

 absorb 

 nutrients 

 movement 

 change 

 reproduce 

 rest  

 

Have you thought of life as a cycle? With a clear beginning, defined stages and an end? The term 

living thing refers to things that are now or once were alive. A non-living thing is anything that was 

never alive. In order for something to be classified as living, it must grow and change, use energy, 

reproduce, be made of cells, respond to its environment, and adapt. In this unit, we will study a 

wide range of living things; and how they grow and change.  

Thinking Task: Using the key knowledge, how many features of living things can you see in 
each image?  

 

 

 

 

 

Use the images complete the following sentences: 

 

1. An octopus is a living thing because 

_________________________________________________________ 

2. A mountain is not a living thing because 

_________________________________________________________ 

3. Water is not a living thing because 

_________________________________________________________ 
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Task: Complete the table (using ticks and crosses) and respond the question below: 

     

Does it absorb 
nutrients and 

water? 

    

Is it able to 
move 

independently? 

    

Does it grow 
and change? 

    

Does it 
reproduce?  

    

Does it require 
rest and 
shelter?  

    

 

Task: Explain what living things are. Then explain why an octopus is a living thing and a 
mountain is not.  

____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 

























How to Look After a Pet Dragon (model text) 

Are you one of few people fortunate enough to possess your very own 
dragon? Meanwhile, have you been struggling to care for your pet and 
completely tired of coming home to a ringing fire alarm? Then these precise 
instructions are perfect for you. The following guidelines will tell you how to 
take good care of your dragon while living in harmony with your distinguished 
pet. If you follow these guidelines, your fiery nuisance will become a healthy, 
happy creature, which will protect you and your family while guaranteeing 
you lots of fun and excitement. 

Mealtimes 

Dragon mealtimes can be petrifying so follow these instructions to the letter or 
you may be scorched. 

• Firstly, collect dragon food such as mice, rats and the bodies of other
lesser creatures.

• Next, lay the dragon feast on a flat rock.
• After that, provide a bucket of water, as dragons always like to drink

after eating.
• Finally, retire to a safe distance before letting your pet out for its dinner.

Remember that a hungry dragon may well mistake you for its next
meal, so a simple disguise at this time is highly recommended.

Habitat 

Keep your pet lodged in a simple dragon’s den. These have to be custom-
made and can be purchased at your local ‘Dragons R Us’ store. They should 
be made of fireproof material.  (Previous dragon owners have tried cheaper 
materials, but sadly, they were quick to regret their mistake.) At first, you may 
keep a very young dragon in the house, but as it grows larger, you will have 
to find an outdoor spot, as a sleeping dragon will snore loudly. They have also 
been known to cause house fires accidentally. 

Bedtime 

You may need to help your dragon fall asleep in the following ways. 

• Ensure the room is dark, as dragons cannot fall asleep during the
daytime.

• Place a large pillow and an even larger duvet on the floor (depending
on your dragon’s size) and fluff them both up so your pet is
comfortable.

• When your dragon is ready to go to bed, try serenading it with a lullaby
to help it drift off to sleep.

• Once your dragon has fallen asleep, you will need to leave the room,
as a dragon will wake up immediately if they hear a sound.

Year 5 Pack 4 English and Humanities
Your task is to plan and  write a set of instructions for how to look after a pet dragon. Use 
the model text to help you!



• If you accidentally wake your dragon before it has had its eight hours
of sleep, you need to run quickly away and lock the door.

Cleanliness 

You will need your own set of power tools to keep your pet clean and happy. 

• Always use an industrial buffer to keep its scales shiny and
manageable.

• Quickly sharpen its talons with a chainsaw. (We emphasise the need for
speed here.)

• Finally, use a pickaxe to clean between its teeth, so that it doesn’t get
a buildup of plaque.

Entertaining Your Dragon 

Use a tall, wide space as a play area for your dragon (because it will like to 
practice flying short distances). As it grows, you will need to extend the area 
so that your dragon has sufficient space to frolic. 

• Always use a dragon whistle to call your pet, as these beasts will fly
great distances and will not hear your voice. (Dragon whistles emit a
loud piercing sound, that only they can hear.)

• During playtime, encourage your dragon to flap its wings rapidly, run
along the ground, and leap into the air,  just like a kite! This is good
flying practice.

• After some training, you can start giving your dragon commands such
as ‘sit down’, ‘roll over’ and ‘breathe fire’. (Always wear fire proof
clothing!)

A final note 

Dragons are not just for birthdays - they are for life. As your pet matures, it will 
be able to communicate with you telepathically. It will protect you from 
danger and, of course, a trained dragon will allow its owner to ride on it as it 
flies. Many owners treat their dragons by polishing their scales with sun flames 
and feed them titbits such as cloud berries. 

One final word of caution - dragons cannot help hoarding. It will always be 
their instinct to collect and hide anything bright, shiny or valuable. This means 
that you must hide away anything that glitters. 



LO: To plan a set of instructions for looking after a dragon 

Introduction  
(Hook the reader in). 
What rhetorical questions 
will you include? 

Planning 

Subheading 

Subheading 

Subheading 



 Subheading 

Final Paragraph 
Subheading  
Eg. Final Warning 
Further Advice 
Final Message 

When writing your instructions out in full, remember to include: 

 Brackets
 Short piece of information
 Bullet points
 Modal verbs
 Adverbs of time
 Expanded noun phrases
 Imperative verbs
 Subordinating conjunctions e.g. after, as, although, before, wherever, while, until, unless, as



Now that you have finished your plan, it’s time to start writing out your 
instructions for how to look after a pet dragon. Remember you can 
look at the model text and magpie ideas from there! Don’t forget to 
edit your work (with red pen if you have one!) and check your spelling 
and grammar carefully.  

If you need any help, feel free to send me a message on DB Primary. 
Please also send me your finished piece of writing. 

LO: To write a set of instructions 

Success Criteria 
I have used rhetorical questions in my introduction. (Example: Are you one of the few 
people lucky enough to own your own dragon?) 
I have used conditional phrases with modal verbs (Example: If you follow these 
guidelines, your fiery nuisance will become a healthy, happy pet, which will protect you 
and your family and give you lots of pleasure.) 
I have addressed the reader. Example: (These instructions are perfect for you!) 
I have written at least one sentence at the start of each section to introduce the 
instructions (Example: Dragon mealtimes can be scary so follow these instructions to the 
letter or you may be scorched! 
I have used adverbials of time to sequence steps. (Example: Firstly…Next…After 
that…Finally) 
I have used varied sentence starters (Example: After you have… When you have…. 
Before you…  It is important to remember…) 
I have used imperative verbs when writing my instructions. (Example:  feed…. walk….. 
clean ….. brush ) 
I have added in additional information in brackets. (Example: Use a tall, wide space as 
a play area for your dragon (because it will like to practice flying short distances) 
I have used the power of three to enhance my writing (E.g. Encourage your dragon to 
flap its wings rapidly, run along the ground, and leap into the air.) 
I have written a concluding paragraph giving a final note of warning and a last 
important piece of information 
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Session 1: 

Why should we study the Early Islamic civilization? 

Key Knowledge 

 Islam is the religion of Muslim people. Muslims believe in one God.  They believe that the 
prophet Muhammad is the messenger of God. 

 Islam began in the early 600s in the Arabian Peninsula.  In a region that is now the country of 
Saudi Arabia.  From there it spread to reach parts of North Africa, Europe and Asia. 

 Muslim scholars studied the writings of other peoples.  Including Greeks, Indians, Chinese and 
Romans.  Muslims studied widely, in science, medicine, and other areas.  They added many 
new ideas to the world’s knowledge. 

Key Vocabulary 

 A civilization is a human society with its own social organisation and culture. 

 If one country or group of people conquers another, they take control of their land. 

 A scholar is a person who studies a subject and knows a lot about it. 

 Calligraphy is the art of producing beautiful handwriting using a brush or a special pen. 

 Astronomy is the scientific study of the stars, planets, and other natural objects in space. 

Task 1a) This map shows the areas of the world conquered by the Early Islamic civilization.  
Early Islam began in Makkah (Mecca) but how far and wide did it reach across the world? 



What did the scholars of Early Islam know about? 

Task 1b) Look for clues then label the images to show what is being studied.

Copies of texts from other civilizations Calligraphy 

Weighing medicine to cure smallpox Internal organs 

Geography and Astronomy Cooking medicine 

1. ______________________________ 2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________ 4. ______________________________

5. ______________________________ 6. ______________________________



What are the strongest reasons for studying Early Islam?

Read through these statements which describe the achievements of the Early Islamic 
civilization.  Judge for yourself which is the most important achievement. Label it    1. 

 Then decide the second most important achievement and label it 2, and so on, until you have 
judged all 12. 

Task 2a):



Baghdad in the 10th Century 

In A.D. 750, the Abbasid family seized control 

of the Muslim Empire in the east. The second 

caliph of the Abbasid Empire, Abu Ja'far al-

Mansur, moved the capital city from 

Damascus to Baghdad. Baghdad, located in 

the centre of the empire, grew to become the 

most important city in the Muslim world.  

The passage below contains a description of 

10th Century Baghdad written by a Muslim 

scholar and Baghdad resident, al-Khatib al-

Baghdadi.  

An Extract from al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, 

History of Baghdad: 

They say, when al-Mansur built his city he 

constructed four gates, four separate 

entrances into Baghdad from the surrounding 

areas. Al-Mansur placed every gate opposite 

the palace. He capped each gate with a dome, 

and erected eighteen towers between each 

gate, with the exception of the wall between 

the Basrah and Kufah gates, where he added 

an additional tower. He fixed the length 

between the Khurasan Gate and the Kufah 

Gate at 800 cubits (around 370 metres), and 

from the Damascus Gate to the Basrah Gate 

at 600 cubits (around 275 metres). There 

were five iron gates between the main 

entrance to the city and the gate which led to 

the courtyard. 

Abu Ja'far built the city in a circular form 

because a circular city has advantages over 

the square city, in that if the monarch were to 

be in the centre of the square city, some parts 

would be closer to him than others, while, 

regardless of the divisions, the sections of the 

Round City are equidistant from him when he 

is in the centre. Al-Mansur then built four 

main gates, dug moats, and erected two walls 

and two fasils [defensive fields]. Between 

each main gate were two fasils, and the inner 

wall was higher than the outer wall. He 

commanded that no one be allowed to dwell 

at the foot of the higher inner walls or build 

any dwelling there; but ordered construction 

along the wall in the second fasil because it 

was better for the fortification of the wall. 

Then he built the palace and the mosque. In 

the back of al-Mansur's palace was a 

reception hall [diwan] thirty by twenty cubits 

(around 9 metres), whose ceiling ended in a 

dome. Above this audience room was a 

similar chamber, above which rested the 

green dome. The chamber stood twenty 

cubits (around 9 metres) high until the point 

where the vaulting of the dome begins. The 

distance between the ground line and the top 

of the green dome was eighty cubits (around 

38 metres), and surmounting the green 

dome, which could be seen from the outskirts 

of Baghdad, was the figure of a mounted 

horseman. 

I heard a group of scholars mention that on 

top of the green dome was the figure of a 

horseman holding a lance in his hand. If the 

Sultan saw that figure with its lance pointing 

to a given direction, he knew that some rebels 

would make their appearance from there. 

That dome was the crown of Baghdad, a 

guidepost in the region, and one of the 

memorable things that one links with the 

Abbasids. It was built at the beginning of 

their rule and remained intact until this time. 

Over 180 years elapsed between its 

construction and fall.

Task 2b): From what you have read, why do you think it is important 
that we study the early Islamic civilisation and the city of Baghdad as 
well as the history of Great Britain?

Complete this task in your exercise book.



Modal Verbs 

Complete the questions in your exercise books 

1. Choose the correct modal verb to complete the sentence.  

a) ________________ I stay for a bit longer?        (shall/wouldn’t) 

b) You ________________ stop before you hurt yourself!     (would/should) 

c) We ________________ stay if we could find a hotel. (would/can’t) 

d) We ________________ have caught the bus if we had been quicker.  
(can/could)  
 
e) The bus ________________ have stopped when I put my hand out.   
(should/shall)  
 
f) When I was six, I ___________ not reach the shelf.    (can/will/ could) 
 
g) Miss Dairo ________ be right about that, but I’m not sure.  (might/ shall/ will) 
 

2. Find the modal verb in each sentence and write out the word. 

a) Miss Dairo’s novel is really good- she ought to publish it. 

b) Your sister said she would take us to the school play. 

c) You shouldn’t have gone to so much trouble. 

d) I will call you tomorrow. 

e) You can’t be serious! 

f) She must have forgotten it. 

g) He could help us a lot. 

3. Put the correct modal verbs into these sentences. You can only use each 
modal verb once.  

He swims really well. He ________________ practise a lot. 

It was so dark I ________________ see the path. 

He’s brilliant. He ________________ even juggle with his eyes closed! 

If she keeps practising, she________________ just make the team. 

He is just not sure. He ________________ make his mind up. 

can’t         can      might       must      couldn’t 



4. Tick one box in each row to show how the modal verb affects the meaning 
of the sentence.  

 
5. How does the use of the modal verb change the sentence meaning? 
Match the sentence to its meaning. 

Sentence  Meaning  
Livia could eat her 
broccoli. 

Livia is unable to eat her broccoli today.  

Livia should eat her 
broccoli. 

Livia has less of a choice, this modal verb 
suggests that there is a strong reason for 
her to eat the broccoli 

Livia will eat her 
broccoli. 

Livia has the option of whether to eat it or 
not. It’s up to her to decide.   

Livia can’t eat her 
broccoli. 

Livia normally eats it and will today as well. 

 

6. Circle two modal verbs indicating possibility in each of these sentences.  

a. We may be going away tomorrow but Dad may not be able to come 

b. Danny may play football this Saturday and if he does, he could be made 
team captain. 

c. Omar thought there might be heavy traffic so he asked if he could walk to 
school. 

 

7. Write whether the modal verb in each sentence shows certainty or 
possibility.  

a. She might come with us. 

b. You may be able to try again later. 

c. They will meet us there. 



Goodnight Mister Tom )"-________:::::::�-----::::::::::::----:::::::::::----:::::::::::-

Dobbs clopped slowly past cornfields and cottages, bees and cream-coloured 

butterflies. Tom and Willie sat in the front of the cart. They had left Sammy behind 

to collapse in the cool darkness of the tiled hallway. Willie clutched on to the long 

wooden seat and, as they jolted over the rough cobbled road, his eyelids drooped 

and he became drowsy. Suddenly he gave a frightened start, for he had nearly fallen 

asleep and the ground below seemed a long distance away. Tom squeezed on the 

reins and they came to a halt. 

'Here,' he said, 'you hop in the cart and take a nap.' He helped Willie into the back 

and threw him an old rug to cover himself with for he still looked terribly pale. As 

soon as the rhythmic motion of the cart began Willie fell into a disjointed sleep. His 

thin elbows and shoulder blades hit the sides of the cart at frequent intervals so that 

he would wake suddenly, only to fall back exhausted into a chaotically dream-filled 

sleep. He was just about to be attacked by a horde of anxious faces when he felt 

himself being gently shaken. 

'We'se comin' into it, boy. Raise yerself.' 

Willie staggered to his feet and hung on to the side of the cart. They jogged past a 

river that was sheltered by overhanging trees. It curved and disappeared from view 

behind some old buildings. 

'Remember any of this?' 

Willie shook his head. 'No.' 

They halted at a blacksmith's. Tom stepped down and lifted Willie after him. He 

untied Dobbs and led her into a large dark shed. Willie heard him talking to someone 

inside. It wasn't long before he reappeared and swiftly removed his haversack, bags 

and boxes from the back of the cart. He placed a hand on Willie's shoulder. 

'We got a lot to do, boy. You reckon you can keep up?' 

Willie nodded. 

Tom handed him one of the two small buff-coloured boxes and they both slung 

them over their shoulders and set off. They passed a bicycle shop and a cobbler's and 

turned a corner into the main street. It curved round a large square. 

'On market days that be filled with all kinds of stalls,' said Tom. 



 

In the centre of the square was a stone archway with a clock in its wall and on the 

ground below, surrounding it on four sides, were wooden benches. 

They stopped outside a newsagent's shop. Two placards were leaning up against 

the walls. 'Poland Invaded!' read one and 'Turn your wireless low. Remember, 

someone might be on duty,' read the other. The door of the shop was already 

propped wide open. 

'Hot, ent it?' said a tiny old lady from behind the counter. 'Your usual is it, 

Mr Oakley?' she added. 

Tom nodded. 

She reached up to a yellow tin of tobacco on one of the shelves. A pile of comics 

caught Willie's eye. Tom glanced at him. 

'One sweet and one comic,' he said sharply. 'Choose.' 

Willie was stunned. 

'Don't you hurry, sonny,' said the old lady kindly. 'You jest takes yer time.' 

She pointed up at some of the many jars. 'We got boiled ones, fruit drops, farthin' 

chews, mint humbugs, there's lollies, of course. They'se popular. There's strawberry, 

lemon, lime and orange.' 

Tom was annoyed at the long silence that followed and was just about to say 

something when he caught sight of Willie's face. 

Willie swallowed hard. He'd never been asked to choose anything ever. 

'A lolly, please, Miss,' he said at last. 

'What flavour?' 

He frowned and panicked for a moment. 'Strawberry,' he answered huskily. 

The old lady opened the jar and handed one to him. It was wrapped up in black-and

white striped paper and twisted like a unicorn's horn. 

'Now what comic would you like, dear?' 
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Questions 

1   Which of these  words is not  a synonym of ‘disjointed’? 

confused           muddled            distracted          disordered         [1 mark] 

2 What flavour lolly did Willie choose? [1 mark] 

3 Decide whether each statement about  the extract is true or false. [1 mark] 

True False 

Willie sleeps under  a blanket. 

Willie and Tom leave the horse at the blacksmith’s. 

There were two placards against the wall at the newsagent’s. 

The lady in the newsagent’s offers Willie a cherry lolly. 

4 What evidence is there  that  Tom Oakley shops in the newsagent’s regularly? [1 mark] 

5 Why do you think Willie ‘panicked’ when  the lady asked him what  flavour 
lolly he wanted? [3 marks] 

6 Do you think Willie will find it easy to choose  a comic? Give a reason  for 
your answer. [2 marks] 

7  Why do you think the dialogue the writer has written for the lady in the newsagent’s 
contains a long list of different sweets  and flavours?   [2 marks] 

8  Why does the writer use the word ‘huskily’ to describe how Willie speaks 
to the lady?           [1 mark] 

9  ‘…as they jolted over the rough cobbled road, his eyelids drooped  and he became 
drowsy.’ 

Find another place in the text where  the motion of the cart makes Willie tired. 
Copy the phrase  or sentence.      [1 mark] 

10   What do you notice about  how the description of the setting during the journey to the 
town  differs from the description of the town  itself?     [3 marks] 



1 distracted 1 mark (Content Domain 2a) 

2 strawberry 1 mark (Content Domain 2b) 
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ANSWERS 

True False 

Willie sleeps under  a blanket. ✓ 

Willie and Tom leave the horse at the blacksmith’s. ✓ 

There were two placards against the wall at the newsagent’s. ✓ 

The lady in the newsagent’s offers Willie a cherry lolly. 
 

✓

1 mark for all four correct (Content Domain 2c) 

4  Pupils should be able to identify that  the lady in the newsagent’s 
knows Tom’s name  and asks him if he wants  his ‘usual’, which is a specific type of tobacco. 
This suggests  that  he visits the shop regularly enough for her to become  familiar with his 
preferences. Pupils should refer to both  pieces of evidence.      1 mark (Content  Domain 2d) 

5   Pupils should be able identify that  Willie is completely unfamiliar 
with making choices and may not know what  the different sweets  taste  like. They may 
also note  that  as he has clearly rarely (if ever) eaten  sweets,  he will be anxious to make the 
right choice.         Up to 2 marks (Content  Domain 2d) 

Extension: In addition to the above, pupils may comment that  Willie may feel under 
pressure  from Tom to choose  quickly because  he spoke ‘sharply’ when  he offered  to buy 
him a sweet,  and is about  to say something about  how long Willie is taking to choose. 

1 additional mark (Content  Domain 2d) 



6   Pupils should predict that  Willie will have similar difficulty choosing a 
comic because  he has also never been  given the opportunity to choose  a comic before. 
They should refer to the line which states  ‘He’d never been  asked to choose  anything ever.’ 

1 mark (Content  Domain 2e) 

Extension: Pupils may also note  that  as Willie is already feeling overwhelmed, he is likely 
to find choosing a comic as well even more difficult. 

1 additional mark (Content  Domain 2e) 

7  Pupils should identify that  including a long list of options  enables  the 
reader  to better  understand how overwhelmed Willie feels when  choosing  his sweet. 

1 mark (Content  Domain 2g) 

Extension: Pupils may also refer to the fact that  the sweets  listed by the lady represent 
just ‘some of the many jars’.      1 additional mark (Content Domain 2g) 

8   Pupils should identify that  choosing  first the type of sweet  and 
then  its flavour has been  overwhelming for Willie, and this emotion affects the way his 
voice sounds.             1 mark (Content  Domain 2g) 

9  Expected standard: ‘As soon as the rhythmic motion of the cart began  Willie fell into a 
disjointed sleep.’            1 mark (Content  Domain 2f) 

10   Pupils should identify that  the description  of the setting during the 
journey to town  makes reference  to nature  and rural life, referring to the description of 
‘cornfields and cottages, bees and cream-coloured butterflies’. In contrast,  the description 
of the town  refers to a range  of man-made structures  including a range  of different 
business premises, a ‘large dark shed’ and a ‘stone archway with a clock in its wall’. 

Up to 3 marks (Content Domain 2h) 



Modal Verbs- ANSWERS 

Complete the questions in your exercise books 

1. Choose the correct modal verb to complete the sentence.  

a) Shall I stay for a bit longer?        (shall/wouldn’t) 

b) You should stop before you hurt yourself!     (would/should) 

c) We would stay if we could find a hotel. (would/can’t) 

d) We could have caught the bus if we had been quicker.  
(can/could)  
 
e) The bus should have stopped when I put my hand out.   
(should/shall)  
 
f) When I was six, I could not reach the shelf.    (can/will/ could) 
 
g) Miss Dairo might be right about that, but I’m not sure.  (might/ shall/ will) 
 

2. Find the modal verb in each sentence and write out the word. 

a) Miss Dairo’s novel is really good- she ought to publish it. 

b) Your sister said she would take us to the school play. 

c) You shouldn’t have gone to so much trouble. 

d) I will call you tomorrow. 

e) You can’t be serious! 

f) She must have forgotten it. 

g) He could help us a lot. 

3. Put the correct modal verbs into these sentences. You can only use each 
modal verb once.  

He swims really well. He must practise a lot. 

It was so dark I couldn’t see the path. 

He’s brilliant. He can even juggle with his eyes closed! 

If she keeps practising, she might just make the team. 

He is just not sure. He can’t make his mind up. 

can’t         can      might       must      couldn’t 



4. Tick one box in each row to show how the modal verb affects the meaning 
of the sentence. Do this on the sheet. 

 
5. How does the use of the modal verb change the sentence meaning? 
Match the sentence to its meaning. Do this on the sheet. 

 
6. Circle two modal verbs indicating possibility in each of these sentences.  

a. We may be going away tomorrow but Dad may not be able to come 

b. Danny may play football this Saturday and if he does, he could be made 
team captain. 

c. Omar thought there might be heavy traffic so he asked if he could walk to 
school. 

 

7. Write whether the modal verb in each sentence shows certainty or 
possibility.  

a. She might (possibility) come with us. 

b. You may (possibility) be able to try again later. 

c. They will (certainty) meet us there. 
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