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Year 5 Home Learning 

 
Learning Log: Pack 6 
Support for Home Learning can be found at y.5@arkbentworthprimary.org 
 
Learning can be accessed through your child’s account on the following: 

DB Primary https://arkbentworth-lbhf.secure-dbprimary.com/ 
Mathletics https://www.mathletics.com/ 
Accelerated Reader https://ukhosted40.renlearn.co.uk/2142174/ 
Oak National Academy https://www.thenational.academy/ 

 
Please do not feel pressured to finish all the material in one week. However, we will continue 
to give out new packs each week to ensure full coverage of the curriculum.  
 

Reading 
Children should read for 45 minutes daily.  
Comprehension activities to be recorded in exercise books.  
Reading Lesson on Oak National Academy.  

Writing Children to plan and write an information text about a fictional animal 

Maths 
Daily Maths Lesson on Oak National Academy (where applicable)  
Additional practice linked to Oak lesson – see pack.  
Check links and video tutorials provided on DB Primary.  

Spelling Spelling activities can be accessed on DB Primary.  

The wider 
Curriculum 

Grammar and vocabulary work: Check links and videos on on DB primary. 
Humanities: Exploring Baghdad in its Golden Age. Check video tutorial on 
DB Primary. 
Science – Life Cycles of Insect. Check DB Primary for tutorial.  
Art – Make Geometric Art! Check video tutorials on DB Primary.  
PSE –  Turning Negative Comments into Positive Comments - see booklet.  
Music- Singing. Go to: www.arkmusicresources.co.uk (Password: 
MusicResources) and click on the KS2 link.  

Extra 
Activities 

Add comments to the DB Blog – we love to read your comments! 
Design and make some puppets and create a puppet show for your family. 
You could use socks to make sock puppets or you could cut out some 
characters from some cardboard from your recycling box and stick them onto 
sticks (these would make excellent shadow puppets, too). 
Help an adult cook dinner for your family. 

Websites https://www.switchzoo.com to create fictional zoo animal  
Search History KS2: Baghdad in 900AD on Google and click on the first link: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-baghdad-in-
900ad/zjfxpg8 
 

 
Many thanks for your continued support, 
 
Miss Dairo and Miss Oudomvilay (Year 5 and 6 Subject Specialist Teachers) 
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Hello Year 5 and parent/carers 

A weekly overview of the learning for the week is included in the Learning Log for Year 5.  

If you need more information, please email me at y.5@arkbentworthprimary.org or on DB 
Primary for any questions Maths or Science related.  

Pack 6 has more links to online videos and online content. The printed packs will  

support the content covered on the Oak National Academy website and my own  

tutorials posted on DB. There will be links provided in the pack when needed 

and work should be recorded in the Maths book where appropriate.   

 

Thank you and I hope to hear from you soon! 

Miss Oudomvilay 

Pack 6 
Session 1 
 
 

Maths Warm Up: 132 challenge 
Maths Lesson: Oak Academy Maths Week 3 Lesson 1  
Converting units of time: seconds -  minutes – hours  
Art: Geometric Shapes in Art – Piotr Mondrian 
French: Talking about clothes  

Pack 6 
 
Session 2  

Main Lesson: Oak Academy Maths Week 3 Lesson 2  
Time word problems  
Booklet: Time word problems  
ICT: See DB Primary – see Programming 3 on DB 
PSE: Turning Negative Comments into Positive Comments – see 
pack  

Pack 6 
 
Session 3 

Maths Lesson: Oak Academy Maths Week 3 Lesson 3  
Convert between units of length  
Booklet: Convert between cms - m 

Pack 6 
 
Session 4 

Maths: Arithmetic Test 6 
Science: Life Cycles of Insects 

Pack 6 
 
Session 5  

Maths Lesson: Oak Academy Maths Week 3 Lesson 4  
Apply length conversions to measuring problems 
Booklet: Length word problems  

 

 

mailto:y.5@arkbentworthprimary.org


 

Session 1: Maths  

The 132 Challenge Award 
Can you complete ALL these times tables questions in the time limit for your year? 

My Name: _______________________                  Challenge Date: ____________ 

BRONZE = 80-99          SILVER = 100-131          GOLD = 132 

 

Note:   Y2 – 5 mins Y3 – 4 ½ mins Y4 – 4 mins Y5 – 3 ½ mins Y6 – 3 mins 

           

My score = ______ out of 132 

1x2= 5x4= 12x4= 7x8= 9x5= 11x5= 
1x5= 3x10= 3x3= 8x2= 5x3= 12x2= 
6x4= 9x3= 6x8= 4x6= 11x4= 5x6= 
2x10= 2x5= 6x2= 10x4= 8x5= 2x7= 
10x3= 2x6= 1x6= 1x4= 5x2= 4x2= 
4x10= 2x3= 8x4= 8x8= 12x9= 1x7= 
11x2= 2x8= 8x12= 7x5= 11x6= 4x4= 
7x12= 1x10= 2x2= 4x3= 6x3= 11x9= 
7x4= 8x3= 7x10= 3x7= 3x4= 10x2= 
6x12= 3x5= 6x5= 2x4= 10x10= 10x5= 
11x3= 5x8= 12x3= 9x10= 12x5= 12x6= 
3x6= 7x2= 5x5= 10x6= 3x2= 1x8= 
5x12= 4x5= 9x6= 8x11= 6x6= 7x3= 
1x3= 5x10= 9x4= 9x2= 11x10= 12x7= 
4x8= 8x6= 6x10= 9x12= 11x8= 7x6= 
4x12= 4x7= 10x7= 7x11= 8x7= 10x8= 
7x7= 3x8= 9x11= 5x7= 6x11= 5x11= 
8x9= 8x10= 11x7= 10x12= 9x8= 9x7= 
3x12= 6x7= 7x9= 10x11= 12x8= 3x11= 
5x9= 4x11= 11x11= 2x9= 2x11= 4x9= 
2x12= 6x9= 1x9= 9x9= 3x9= 10x9= 
11x12= 12x11= 1x12= 12x10= 1x11= 12x12= 



 

Maths Lesson: Oak Academy Year 5 Week 3 Lesson 1  

Convert units of time  

Booklet: Record the following in your Maths book  

A unit of time  incorrect  Conversion of unit of time  correct  

2 minutes 
no comparison, no conversion  

just an amount of time  

120 seconds = 2 minutes 
clear comparison, clear conversion  

correct conversion of time units  
 

Task 1 – Change these seconds to minutes  

1) 60 seconds       2) 180 seconds    3) 420 seconds      4) 240 seconds       5) 100 seconds 

 

Task 2 – Change these minutes to seconds 

1) 3 minutes   2) 5 minutes     3) 10 minutes      4)   7 minutes      5) 3.5 minutes  

 

Reasoning with time conversions (full sentences and working out)  

 

Show Me:  Miss O says ‘1,000 seconds > 1, 000 minutes.’ Is this correct?  

Explain how you know.   

 

 

Session 1 Art  

We are changing our focus artist to Piet Mondiran! You can see how his artwork is similar to 
Escher’s. There is a change in style, learn more about it on the Art homepage and try to 
make your own version on DB Primary. I hope we can add it to the Year 5 gallery! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Session 1 French 

Search google: BBC Bitesize ‘Not again Farley’ Clothes   

Practice describing your clothes in French! 

I am wearing 
(English) 
 
Je port 
(Francais)  
 
Juh por 
(French pronunciation)  

Je port un robe/roh-b 
I am wearing a dress  
Je porte un chapeau/shap -oh 
I am wearing a hat 
Je porte un impermeable/ em- per-me-ah-
bluh 
I am wearing a rain coat 
Je portes une chaussures de foot/sha-su-r- 
duh foot 
I am wearing football boots 
Je porte une couronne/coor -on 
I am wearing a crown  

 

 

Session 2: Maths  

Maths Lesson: Oak Academy Year 5 Week 3 Lesson 2  

Time Word problems 

Booklet: Record the following in your Maths Book 

 

Time Word Problems (full sentences and working out) 

1) A train journey to Hereford takes 3 hours and 20 minutes. If 
the train stops once at Birmingham for a quarter of an hour. 
How long does the entire journey take in minutes? 

 

2) If Miss Oudomvilay spends 45 minutes reading every day, how 
many hours would she have read after 4 days? 

 

3) A cake takes 45 minutes to bake. For every egg, the cake 
takes another 6 minutes to bake. If a cake has 4 eggs, how long 
does it take to bake?  

Que portez vous? 

What are you wearing? 



 

Session 2 PSE – Standing up to others online  

Search: Be Internet Legends > Kind Kingdom and learn more about how to stand up for others online  

 

 

 

 

Read these negative statements and change it into a positive statement. 

e.g I don’t want to work with Natalie, she has really ugly handwriting → negative  

When we work with Natalie, I am going to help her with her handwriting → positive 

 

1) Thomas is the only person not going on the residential. LOL 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Let’s all meet at the football pitch at lunchtime, but don’t tell Catherine.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) Ugh, who told Josie that she could sing? My ears are going to explode.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) You can only join in if you give me your snapchat log in and password. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Search ‘LifeBabble CBBC’ for more information on  

bullying and its effects.   

 

 



 

Session 3: Maths 

 

Maths Lesson: Oak Academy Year 5 Week 3 Lesson 3  

Convert between units of length 

Booklet: Record the following in your Maths Book 

 

A unit of length  incorrect  Conversion of unit of time  correct  

2 metres 
no comparison, no conversion  
just a measurement of length  

100 cm = 2 metres 
clear comparison, clear conversion  

correct conversion of measurement of length  

 

Task 1 – Change these centimetres to metres  

1) 100 cm       2) 400 cm    3) 350 cm      4) 160 cm       5) 580 cm    6) 902cm 

 

Task 2 – Change these metres to centimetres 

1) 3m       2) 5 m        3) 10 m         4)   7 m       5) 3.5 m       6) 12.25m 

 

Reasoning with length conversions (full sentences and working out)  

 

Odd One Out -    1,500 cm       1,500 m       1.500 km  

 

Session 3 Science  

Video Tutorial DB > Year 5 > Science > Pack 6  

This will help with the reading and writing in this lesson. Have Pack 6 ready! 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Session 4: Maths 

 

Arithmetic Test 6 – Questions and Answers at the end of the booklet. 

 

Session 5: Maths 

 

Maths Lesson: Oak Academy Year 5 Week 3 Lesson 4  

Apply Length conversions to measuring problems 

Booklet: Record the following in your Maths Book 

 

Measurement Word Problems 

1) A ruler’s length is 30cm. If 12 rulers were placed end to end on the floor, how 
long would the line be in meters? 

                                              …. 12 rulers in a line 

 

2) If a giraffe grows 1.2 m every year for 3 years, how many cms is this? 

 

3) The length of a butterfly’s chrysalis is 4cm, how many 
chrysalises are needed to make a length of 2m? 
 

 

4) Haytham is 142 cm tall and Tamia is 7 cm taller than Haytham. 
What is their combined height in metres? 

 

5)  

 

 

30cm 30cm 



Answers to the Maths Tasks 
Session 1   

1) 60 seconds = 1 minute        2) 180 seconds = 3 minutes    3) 420 seconds = 7 minutes     

4) 240 seconds = 4 minutes     5) 100 seconds = 1 minute 40 seconds 

 

Reasoning 

No this is not correct. 1,000 seconds is not greater than 1,000 minutes.  

Minutes are a larger measurement of time than seconds and cannot be smaller than the same number of 
seconds.  

 

Session 2   

1) The train journey takes a total of 215 minutes.  

2) Miss Oudomvilay reads for a total of 3 hours. 

3) The cake takes a total of 69 minutes to bake.  

 

Session 3  

1) 100cm = 1m      2) 400cm = 4m    3) 350cm = 3.5m     4) 160cm = 1.6m    5) 580cm = 5.8m 

 

1) 3m = 300cm   2) 5m = 500cm    3) 10m = 1,000 cm    4) 7m = 700cm    5) 3.5m = 350cm 

6) 12.25m = 1225cm 

 

Reasoning  

1,500cm is the odd one out because it is not equal to or more than 1.5km. The other two values, 1.500km 
and 1,500m are equal where 1,500cm is less.  

 

Session 5  

1) The length of 12 rulers is 3.6m                           2) The giraffe will grow 3.6m in 3 years.  

 

3) We will need 50 chrysalises to equal a length of 2m    4) The combined height of the pupils is 2.92m 

 

5) The height of the table is 150cm.  
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Session 3:  

How do insects grow and change? 

 Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

 Insects have a short life span and have a faster life cycle when 

compared to other animals 

 Some insects grow and change by incomplete metamorphosis 

 Incomplete metamorphosis occurs when an insects body grows and 

changes in different stages to become an adult e.g. a grasshopper’s 

exoskeleton hardens and it grows wings 

 Some insects grow by incomplete metamorphosis 

 Complete metamorphosis occurs when an insect goes through 

separate stages of growth to where the adult, in no way, 

represents the larvae e.g. changes from a caterpillar to a butterfly 

 incomplete metamorphosis 

 fertilise 

 egg 

 nymph 

 complete metamorphosis 

 emerge  

 pupa  

 larvae 

 chrysalis 

 

Knowledge Quiz  

1. Which group of animals undergo a complete or incomplete metamorphosis? 

 

2. Caterpillars eat a lot of leaves to prepare to form their: 

 

3. A caterpillar forms its chrysalis and remains inside it for  

4. Birds and most reptiles both call their young 
 

5. Tick the answers that apply. Birds and most reptiles also  
 

 

 

2 – 5 days  2 – 5 weeks 2 – 5 years 

hens    

reptiles  birds mammals 

chrysalis skin branch wings  

lay eggs have young that 
hatch out of eggs 

have eggs fertilized 
by  the male  

hatch partially 
formed 
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How do insects grow and change? 

Insects grow and change in two different ways. Some insects, like grasshoppers and cockroaches, 

undergo a process called incomplete metamorphosis. This means that the living does change 

throughout its life, but it is still recognizable as that specific living thing. Other insects undergo a 

complete metamorphosis. Insects such as butterflies, ants and beetles go through distinct changes 

through their life cycle that are different to each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought Task: What differences can you see in these insects’ life cycles?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 

 

        Molting stage of a grasshopper life cycle             Chrysalis stage of the butterfly life cycle 
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Task: We can see that both the grasshopper and the butterfly go through significant 

changes. The butterfly, however, undergoes a complete metamorphosis. Explain how this 

is different to an incomplete metamorphosis.   

____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 

 
Task: Life cycle of a butterfly. Fill in the missing words from the key vocabulary to complete 
this explanation: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete Metamorphosis – The Butterfly  

A caterpillar is born from an egg. It eats a lot of leaves to prepare for this stage of its  

me________________, when it changes from an egg to a p_______ . This stage 

takes between 2 – 5 weeks. At this stage, the caterpillar had changed shed its skin up 

to five times. After this, the c ____________ then prepares to pupate or form its 

ch___________. This stage takes between 1 – 2 weeks. This is a dangerous time 

for butterflies as predators could eat them. Finally, a b___________ emerges from 

the chrysalis, when its outer body and wings harden in preparation for flight. This 

process is called com_______________  meta ______________________  
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Task: Describe the life cycle of a grasshopper 

Incomplete metamorphosis – The Grasshopper 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

























You are going to be writing an information text 
based on a fictional animal. The model text is 
about an extremely rare (fictional) animal called 
Rhiswanozebtah. It is believed to contain DNA 
from four different animals: rhinos, swans, zebras 
and cheetahs – which gives it its name.  

Now you know it’s a mix of  
rhino  plus  
swan  plus  the  
o of rhino plus the start of
zebra  and the end of
cheetah,
you will be able to pronounce it easily!

Year 5 English and Humanities Pack 6



The Rhiswanozebtah
(model text)

An information text 
by Ted Splorer 

The Rhiswanozebtah is an extremely rare, flying creature 
from the subfamily Rhinofelinae.  

Rhiswanozebtahs, although uncommon, are easy to identify, 
as they are a mixture of four distinct animals. They have 
the head of a rhino, the body of a swan and zebra and the 
tail of a cheetah. They have a wingspan of 2.8 metres and 
can grow to over 5 metres in length, which means they are 
the largest flying creatures since Pterodactyl dinosaurs.  
Additionally, their skin tends to be covered in feathers 
but as they get older, the zebra stripes become more 
prominent.  Their tails are covered in fur and their heads 
are covered in leathery, grey skin. However, juveniles are 
born completely bold and develop their fur, feathers and 
colourings when they mature. 

Most Rhiswanozebtahs are found across South Africa, 
although some have been known to inhabit the deepest 
rainforests of Venezuela. Amazingly, Rhiswanozebtahs like 
to burrow and therefore make their homes underground. 
They use their Rhino tusk to gouge the sun-baked soil and 
tunnel deep down, to create soil cocoons to sleep in. Some 
have been known to sleep in trees, but only the largest 
Kapok branches can support their enormous weight. 



All Rhiswanozebtahs are carnivores and only eat meat. 
Interestingly, their favourite prey is the Springbok 
antelope, which they descend on from great heights and 
then wrestle to the ground. They have also been known to 
devour many smaller mammals such as African Wild Cats 
and aardvarks. Furthermore, many will guzzle gallons of 
water a day and sadly, these creatures can cause huge 
water shortages during the dry season.  

As well as being the largest flying animal in the world, the 
Rhiswanozebtah is also the most talented. The majority 
can use their vocal cords to create the most beautiful 
morning chorus as the sun rises. This is with the exception 
of the young males. Their voices do not develop until they 
are 15 years old and some explorers have reported that 
their calls are high-pitched, squeaky and very unpleasant 
to listen to. In addition to this, and despite their size, all 
Rhiswanozebtahs are tremendously agile. They can stand 
on one leg for long stretches of time, roll and flip whilst 
running or flying and can balance on narrow branches and 
cliff edges when surveying for prey.  

For many years, scientists have been secretly tracking the 
Rhiswanozebtahs in the wild and now know that there are 
only approximately 625 roaming the savannahs and nesting 
in rainforests. Amazingly, however, there have been rare 
sightings in other parts of the world, so just maybe, the 
Rhiswanozebtah will be spotted in a neighbourhood near 
you in the not-so-distant future. 



« Use the plan below to plan the facts you will include in your
information text

Name of animal • 

What is it? 
Introduce the animal 

Appearance 
What does it look like? 

Habitat 
Where does it live? 

Diet 
What does it eat? 

Talents 
What can it do? 

Fascinating fact 

What other rare, not yet discovered, creature could you 
write about? 

You can use your imagination or you can go to 
this website to create your own animal by 
blending zoo animals together.
https://www.switchzoo.com



Let’s Explore the Words!
Go back through the model text and underline 
any words you don't know the meaning of. Can 
you find out? Ask an adult, use a dictionary or try 
using Google. 

Word:	 Definition:	

juveniles	 Anything young e.g. animals, humans, plants	

prominent	 Something that stands out and can be seen easily	

inhabit	 To live somewhere	

gouge	 To make a rough hole in something	

agile	 Moving quickly and easily	

surveying	 Looking out for something	

prey	 An animal that is hunted by another animal	



Fill the gaps 

« Fill in the gap below with the correct word
from our list to finish the sentence.

« The scales on a giant lion snake act as a warning to

hunters and are very _____________________.

• Cheetahs stalk a range of __________________when they hunt.

• Many Polar bears ___________________ the North Pole, along

with seals.

• Beavers tend to ____________________ holes into logs to keep

their teeth sharp.

Review Learning 

« What can you remember? Underline the
correct definition of the words below.

Does inhabit mean ‘to live somewhere’ or ‘to walk through 
something’? 

Does prominent mean to ‘be seen’ or to ‘stand out clearly’? 

Does surveying mean ‘to look around for something’ or ‘to glide 
along quietly’? 

Does being juvenile mean ‘being a human’ or ‘being young’? 

Vocabulary Work 



Grammar Work 

Brackets (which always come in pairs) are used to 
separate off additional information that would interrupt the flow of a 
sentence or cause confusion if commas were used instead. The 
information in the brackets is not essential to the meaning of the 
original sentence.

Here are some examples: 

1. The Rhiswanozebtah (a very strange creature) likes to
live in rainforests.

2. The explorers (who have recently returned from
Mongolia) are setting off on a new safari tomorrow.

« Complete the sentences below by adding in some
additional information about Rhiswanozebtahs.

The skin of a Rhiswanozebtah is covered in feathers 

(which are___________________________) and fur.   

Rhiswanozebtahs live in different places (like 

_________________________________________) and tend to live alone. Many young 

Rhiswanozebtahs (aged___________) can travel vast distances.

Write five of your own sentences using brackets about a Rhiswanozebtah 
in your exercise book.



 The Unsinkable Giant

April 14th 1914

It has been two years since that horrendous night, and yet I still have nightmares. Two 

years since I was trapped on Deck D of the RMS Titanic by those cold, unforgiving iron 

gates!

April 11th 1912, 2pm

Today I stood on the open deck of the wondrous Titanic. As I waved to the people 

around the port, they waved back, looking like thousands of ants scrambling to take 

one last glimpse of a loved one. Before long, we were sailing from Queenstown, 

Ireland across the Atlantic Ocean to a brand-new life. As the people faded from view, 

I slowly made my way to my cabin. Never before had I seen such extravagance. I 

thought I had made a wrong turn! The two cabins had electric lights and running 

water; we even had mattresses! Surely this was not for me – not on a steerage ticket?

I was soon joined by a young woman and her two children. They, too, were hoping for 

a new life in America. Sally and her son Patrick, 3, and daughter Bridget, 5, were 

joining her cousin in New York who had found work there. I introduced myself as Annie 

and explained that I was travelling for the same reason. We soon settled into what was 

to be our home for the next week; Patrick desperate to run around and explore the 

labyrinth of corridors, Bridget content to gaze in awe at the magnitude of everything 

around her.

April 14th 1912, 11:45pm

I was abruptly awoken by the lights turning on and a steward shouting, “Everybody up! 

Get your lifejackets on!”

I couldn't quite comprehend what was going on. What did they mean, lifejackets? 

Why were we being woken up at such a late hour? I could hear the same thing being 

said throughout the corridor as I rubbed the sleep out of my eyes. Voices were getting 

louder as people began talking and asking what was going on. However, the stewards 

would not answer us.

They just kept saying, “Everybody up! Get your lifejackets on!”

They were in such an awful hurry and the look on their faces told me something was 

wrong. Something was very wrong! I quickly got dressed and began to follow the 

crowd towards the exit, but we found a wall of people and could go no further. In the 

distance, I could hear a steward telling people to stand back and wait. There were 

angry passengers telling the steward to open the gate and let us through, but the 

steward would not. He said that we had to wait until it was our turn. I was now a 

sardine being pressed against the passengers in front of me. Voices were becoming 

angrier and louder, wanting to know what was going on. I began to feel more and 

more suffocated as other passengers moved forward, squashing me even more.



The Unsinkable Giant 

It was at that point I knew I had to move or become trapped, so I pushed with all my 

strength and began to shout, “MOVE! MOVE ! LET ME OUT!” I kept on shouting until I felt 

an arm grab hold of me and pull me out of the way before I got hurt.

It was Kieron, a lad from Dublin, whom I had met the first day I boarded the Titanic.

“There you are lass – you'll not get out that way. Come on, I know a short cut.”

April 15th 1912, 11:45pm

Before I even had a chance to say thank you, Kieron was pulling me along corridor 

after corridor, back towards my cabin. As we were running, we found Sally and her 

two children. Little Bridget was crying and Patrick wanted to go get his toy boat.

“What on earth is going on?” asked Sally.

“We have to get to the top deck,” explained Kieron.

He picked up Patrick and began to run. Sally and I followed behind him for what 

seemed like an eternity until we came to a ladder. He told us to climb up and not stop 

until he said so. Kieron was in front with Patrick clinging onto him for dear life. Sally was 

in front of me, trying to keep little Bridget calm. I was even more scared than before; 

the lights were flickering on and off now. Eventually, we reached the top. Kieron 

pushed open a large hatch using his shoulder while Patrick still clung to the front of 

him. It brought us out on the very top deck amidst pandemonium.

April 15th 1912, 1:45am

As Sally and I emerged from the vertical stairway, I looked to my right to see the bow 

of the ship flooding. Sea water was rushing over both sides, pulling us down.

“We have to get to a lifeboat NOW!” cried Kieron. 

I knew he was right. I could see in the distance a single lifeboat, but there were so 

many people waiting to get on. Everybody was panicking and screaming as the 

lifeboat began to list further and further forward into the ice-cold sea. Kieron handed 

Patrick to me, and then he grabbed Sally and pushed her into the lifeboat before 

anyone could object. I followed quickly. Kieron helped the men lower the lifeboat into 

the water, knowing we had minutes – maybe only seconds – until the water caught up 

to us. We were the last ones in that lifeboat; there was no more room.

“Let him in!” we cried, reaching for Kieron. “Let him in, we can make room! Kieron 

jump in now! JUMP!”.

But he didn’t. Instead, he continued to lower the lifeboat down, like some guardian 

angel who was making sure Sally, the children and I would get off the boat alive.



The Unsinkable Giant 

I couldn’t take my eyes off Kieron. I was still pleading with him to save himself, but as 

the lifeboat finally hit the water and we began to row away, I could see him helping 

other people. Never before had I witnessed such valour and resolve to help other 

people in such a horrifying time of need.

April 15th 1912, 2:20am

As we rowed away, the ship began sinking faster and faster: going down by her head, 

before it broke into two. Then, within minutes, RMS Titanic was gone! In the distance, I 

could hear the chilling sound of people calling frantically for help. The sounds were 

loud at first, until they eventually began to quieten and then disappear altogether. I 

will never forget those harrowing sounds as long as I live.

April 15th 1912, 4:30am

The sea was a smooth sheet of glass, the stars casting an eerie illumination on its 

surface. I sat there shivering and holding on to Patrick, trying to keep him warm. I 

wondered if we would ever be rescued. On the horizon, a looming black figure came 

into view. It was a ship! Finally, thankfully, a ship! We were saved! Suddenly, I found the 

strength to row again. I made my fingers and hands work. I grasped the oars once 

more and awoke the others, telling them to row to the ship. It took time to get 

everyone off the lifeboats. We had to climb rope nets as there were no gangplanks for 

us to walk up like we had when boarding the Titanic five days earlier. Many people 

struggled to use the ropes with their numb hands, feet and bodies. When I finally 

managed to plant my feet on that solid deck, I sat down and thanked God that 

Sally, the children and I had survived. I then prayed for Kieron, hoping that somehow 

he had found his way to a lifeboat as well.



 The Unsinkable Giant Questions

1. Who is writing the diary?

2. What features tell you that this text is a diary?

3. In the extract ‘April 14th 1912, 11:45pm’, what signs tell us that something is wrong?

4. What language feature is used in the phrase ‘...we found a wall of people...’?

5. Which words or phrases indicate a sense of urgency?

6. Read the extract ‘April 15th 1912, 1:45am’. What impression do you get of Kieron?

7. Which word in the extract ‘April 15th 1912, 1:15am’ is a synonym of bravery?

8. What date did Sally and Annie plead with Kieron?

9. What does Annie’s pleading tell us about the situation?
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Questions 

1   Which of these  is not  a synonym of ‘dilapidated’? 

tumbledown            ramshackle            rickety            destroyed               [1 mark] 

2 What street  was Michael’s old house  on? [1 mark] 

3 Decide whether each statement about  the extract is true or false. [1 mark] 

True False 

The estate  agent’s name  is Mr Stone. 

Dad says that  Michael could play cricket in the garden. 

The garage  is in a poor state  of repair. 

Mr Stone uses a candle to light the garage. 

4  ‘NARRATION        Said the estate  agent,  Mr Stone.’ 

How does the narrator  help the reader  to understand the opening to the play?  [1 mark] 

5  What does Mr Stone mean  when  he says ‘See it with your mind’s eye.’?    [1 mark] 

6  What evidence is there  in the extract that  Mum is shocked  by the state  of the house 
when  she first sees it?          [2 marks] 

7  ‘Don’t want  any dangers in her way.’ 

Based on what  you have read, who do you think Mum is referring to when  she talks 
about  ‘her’?     [1 mark] 

8  ‘NARRATION  Michael stared into the dark.’ 

What does this part of the extract suggest  about  Michael’s opinion of the house? 
[1 mark] 

9  Based on what  you have read, do you think Mum and Dad will buy this house?  Use 
evidence from the text to support  your predictions.      [2 marks] 

10   ‘MUM        Could we get it done  in time?’ 

What do you think Mum means?  In time for what?       [1 mark] 



What was so special about Baghdad in its Golden Age? 

Key Knowledge 

 Baghdad was far more advanced in terms of technology, wealth and comfort, than cities from 
other civilizations such as Paris or London.  

 The network of routes, especially the Silk Road, allowed traders from all over Europe, North 
Africa and Asia to pass through Baghdad and sell their wares. 

Key Vocabulary 

 If you are talking about how great, important or serious something is, you can talk about 
the extent of it. 

 Peers are people that share the same status as each other. 

 Prosperity is when a person or community is successfully wealthy. 

 An abundance of something is a large quantity of it. 

 Something of use, that can be sold, is a commodity. 

Knowledge Quiz 

1. What building was at the centre of Baghdad?

2. What surrounded the walls of Baghdad?

3. What kind of job could you not do in Baghdad?

4. What shape was Baghdad?

5. The market where people would sell things, was called the:

Grand school Grand piano Grand University 

forest mountains canals mosques 

Lamplighter Food inspector Dancer 

E

Youtuber 

square triangle circle rectangle 

bazaar courtyard fountain House of Wisdom 

Humanities

Watch video on DB Primary



Look at these two 
houses from the 9th 
Century.  

The first is a house 
in Baghdad and the 
second is a house in 
Anglo-Saxon 
Britain.  

If a Saxon visited a 
Baghdad house, 
what would impress 
them? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Baghdad 

This quote is from a visitor to Baghdad, in the country of Iraq.  What three things do you 

think most impressed him about Baghdad? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Silk Road map showing ancient trade routes and the location of Baghdad. Red is land route and 
the blue is the water route. 



Where did the products that were sold in Baghdad come from?

Look at the information below.  Label the map with some of products and where they are from. 

From India:  
Tigers, elephants, precious 
stones and sandal wood. 

From China:  
Spices, silk porcelain, paper, 
ink, horses and saddles. 

From Byzantium (Eastern 
Roman Empire): 

Silver and gold cups, coins, 
medicine and slaves 

From Arabia: 

Horses, camels and 
ostriches. 

From North Africa: 

Leopards and falcons. 
From Yemen: 

Cloaks, giraffes, breastplates 

and indigo. 

From Egypt: 

Donkeys and cloth. 

From Central Asia: 

Armour, helmets, grapes and 
sugarcane. 

From Persia: 

Plums, woollen coats, honey, 

salt and glass. 

Which areas did animals come from? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What came from Arabia? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you were a calligrapher, where would you get your paper and ink from? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

But how can we really know what life was like a 1,000 years ago? 
Look at these sources of evidence. Which do you think is the most valuable for historians to study? 
Circle it 1, and the next most valuable: 2 until you have finished. 

Pictures: 

1  2  3  4 

Artefacts: 

1  2  3  4 

Visitor descriptions: 

1  2  3  4 

Old ruins: 

1  2  3  4 



Study this picture of a street scene in Baghdad 1,000 years ago. 

Read the four descriptions and number them to match the scenes in the picture. 

 A man being led away to the law court. 

 A musician playing a drum. 

 Men buying cloth. 

 People printing paper. 

What other details did you notice? 

____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________



Study the inventions from the Islamic Empire 1,000 years ago 

Look for clues then label the images to show what these objects are. 

Water filter    Case for calligraphy pens and inks 

Candle clock     Invention to raise water 



Look at this elephant clock.  How do you think it worked? 

Write your ideas around the outside of the image below.

After that, go on DB Primary to watch a video clip which explains how it works.



The Unsinkable Giant Answers

The Unsinkable Giant

1. Who is writing the diary?

Annie is writing the diary.

2. What features tell you that this text is a diary?

The use of emotive language, dates and the fact that it is written in the first person.

3. In the extract ‘April 14th 1912 11:45pm’, what signs tell us that something is wrong?

Everyone was in a hurry, the lights came on in the middle of the night, everyone had

worried faces and the steward was shouting.

4. What language features is used in the phrase ‘...we found a wall of people…’?

Metaphor

5. Which words or phrases indicate a sense of urgency?

Kieron was pulling Annie along corridor after corridor and Kieron picked up Patrick and

began to run.

6. Read the extract ‘April 15th 1912 1:45am’. What impression do you get of Kieron?

Various answers, for example: he is determined to help others before saving himself, or

he is brave.

7. Which word in the extract ‘April 15th 1912 1:15am’ is a synonym of bravery?

Valour

8. What date did Sally and Annie plead with Kieron?

April 15th 1912

9. What does Annie’s pleading tell us about the situation?

Annie is desperate for Kieron to get into the lifeboat to save his life.



True False 

The estate  agent’s name  is Mr Stone. ✓ 

Dad says that  Michael could play cricket in the garden. ✓ 

The garage  is in a poor state  of repair. ✓ 

Mr Stone uses a candle to light the garage. ✓

Skellig Answers

1   destroyed         1 mark (Content Domain 2a) 

2   Random Road       1 mark (Content Domain 2b) 

3 

1 mark for all four correct (Content Domain 2c) 

4   Pupils should identify that  in the opening lines of the play, the 
narrator’s commentary on the action enables  the reader  to know Mr Stone’s name  and 
occupation. They should also explain that  this makes it clear that  the family are viewing a 
house  that  is for sale.   1 mark (Content Domain 2f) 

5   Pupils should identify that  this expression means  to create  a mental 
image of something, or to imagine how something could be changed. Accept answers 
where  pupils say that  Mr Stone is asking the family to think about  how the house  could be 
transformed and what  it could look like.      1 mark (Content  Domain 2g) 

6   Pupils should identify that  Mum’s line ‘Oh my goodness!’ shows that 
she is surprised. They should also note  that  Mr Stone’s next line ‘See it in your mind’s eye.’ 
suggests  that  Mr Stone can see that  Mum’s response  is not positive, so he is encouraging 
her to imagine how the house  could be improved. Pupils should refer to both  pieces 
of evidence.         Up to 2 marks (Content  Domain 2d) 

7   Pupils should identify that  Mum is referring to a baby girl. They 
should refer to Mum’s previous reference  to the ‘perfect little nursery’ and Dad’s reference 
to a swing for the ‘little‘n’.                                                            1 mark (Content Domain 2d) 



8  Pupils should identify that  Michael staring into the darkness 
suggests  that  unlike his parents,  he is unable to imagine how the house  and garage 
could be transformed.      1 mark (Content  Domain 2d) 

9  Pupils should identify that  Mum and Dad will buy the house.  They 
should refer to the fact that  Dad is listing in detail the improvements he plans to make and 
that  he confirms that  he would be able to complete the basic repairs ‘in time’. They may 
also note  that  Mum feels that  the house  would offer a ‘perfect little nursery’, which makes 
her more likely to want  to buy it.                                    Up to 2 marks (Content Domain 2e) 

10   Pupils should identify that  Mum is referring to the birth of the baby 
girl. They should refer back to Mum’s previous reference  to the ‘perfect little nursery’ and 
Dad’s reference  to a swing for the ‘little‘n’.              1 mark (Content  Domain 2d) 
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