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Reading – Story Test   

This is a story test for the whole book. You will have to skim and scan the text to reread 
some sections to refresh your memory. Respond in full sentences please.  

Chapter 1 – Why did Olive and Cliff have to leave the cinema quickly (p.6)?  

Chapter 2 – What injuries did Olive have from the air raid attack (p.15)? 

Chapter 3 – Why did the children have to leave London? (p.30)? 

Chapter 4 – What happened to Cliff on the train journey (p.40)? 

Chapter 5 – Find and copy two phrases that describe Mrs Henderson (p.46)?  
 
 

  Writing –  Shared Writing with Cohesive Devices  

This is the last of three lessons where we really focus on producing the best possible piece of writing we can 
write. 

The previous lesson was all about using a range of cohesive devices to structure our first two 
paragraphs. This is one of the success criteria for this half term’s writing piece.  

Today we have a focus on modal verbs. Modal verbs change the degree of possibility for an event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 1: We might be leaving soon, I must remember to say goodbye.  

Example 2: We will be leaving soon, I must remember to say goodbye.  
 
What is the difference in meaning for these two sentences? 
 
________________________________________________________
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Here is a list of modal verbs to choose from. Remember to choose the right modal verb for 
the sentence you are writing and for the meaning in that part of the text.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have underlined places where modal verbs can be added to the next set of paragraphs in 
the soldier’s recount. Remember to use a range of modal verbs to avoid repetition. 

 

Now, you can continue to write your version of the soldier’s recount on lined paper or in an 
exercise book. You are redrafting the writing from the previous build sessions! 

A big blast went off at our feet and we were thrown to the ground. We saw the face of 

someone we knew. We waved, trying to get their attention as we ran towards them. 

Everything around us was happening in slow motion, people were leaving this Earth, their 

friends were trying to help them or get cover from the rain of bullets to save themselves.  

We were caught in No Mans’ Land and might not go any further. We sat and waited in 

silence. The noise was overwhelming, and it began to interfere with our senses, what were we 

to do? All we could do was sit and watch as this horrible battle played out in front of us, we 

felt helpless and hopeless. My muscles ached and I realised my arms were bruised. It might 

have been from the impact of the explosions. My breaths were getting shorter and shorter 

and I knew I was going to have to do something soon.  

We hugged each other tight, not knowing if this was going to be the last thing we ever did. A 

hand reached out and we turned around. We saw his face and we knew that we would be 

okay. 
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Lesson 4

What are the possible consequences  
of adaptations?

Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary

• Natural selection is a term that means living things that are better 
adapted to their environments. 

• Living things that are better adapted tend to have a greater 
chance of survival and so are able to produce more offspring.

• ‘Survival of the fittest’ is a term which refers to those who are well 
adapted for their environment and so do survive.

• This process leads to evolution.

• adaptation

• variation

• environment

• offspring

• natural 
selection

• survival

• evolution

 Knowledge Quiz 3.3

1. Which two of the below are adaptations both the polar bear and penguin have?

2. Why do the polar bear and penguin have the adaptations above?

3. True or false — A wild polar bear would eat a penguin if there was no other food:

4. A penguin can stay under water because:

5. Penguins have adapted to stay in a pack because:

black or dark skin thick skin a layer of oil layer of blubber

true false

to keep warm as camouflage to help them catch 
their prey to help them swim 

it has solid bones it is waterproof it cannot flyit has hollow bones

they can huddle 
together to stay 

warm

they take it in turns 
to hunt

they take it in turns 
to sleep

they are social 
animals 
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 What can you see here? 

 What is natural selection?

Natural selection is a term that refers to the process where an 
organism which is more adapted to its environment tends to 
survive longer than those that are less well adapted and so is 
able to produce more offspring. This can lead to the evolution  
of the species.

One of the most famous examples of natural selection is the 
story of the peppered moth. There are two variations of the 
peppered moth, light and dark. Until the early 1800s, the most 
common form of peppered moth was the lighter moths which 
had speckled wings. The moths fly during the night and, during 
the day, their natural habitat is on trees, such as the birch tree. 
The lighter moths were able to land here and hide safely from 
their predators as their wings blended in with the colour of the 
bark – they were camouflaged. The darker moths did not blend 
in and so many of them were eaten by birds. The lighter moths 
were better suited to their environment and so were more likely 
to survive and pass on their light colouring to their offspring. This is 
natural selection.

In the middle of the 19th Century, Britain had an Industrial 
Revolution. Lots of factories were built, each burning more and 
more coal. Soon, the air was polluted with soot and ash, some 
of which settled on the trees. The trees appearance changed. 
Instead of being light and speckled in colour, they became 
black. In this changed environment, the darker peppered moths 
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now had better camouflage and the lighter speckled moth now found it difficult to hide. This 
meant that more of the darker moths were likely to survive and reproduce, passing on their darker 
colouring to their offspring. Overtime, the proportion of darker moths increased. 

By the end of the 19th Century, 90% of all of the peppered moths had dark wings. Through  
natural selection, the survival of the fittest, the moths had adapted to their new environment and 
had evolved. 

 What were the two variations of peppered moth? 
 
What is the scientific term for ‘survival of the fittest’?  
What does this term mean? 
 
Why did the number of moths with darker wings increase?  
 
 

In the mid 20th Century, laws were passed which meant that factories had to reduce the amount 
of pollution that they produced. What do you think happened to the peppered moths as a result? 
Why?  
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 Why does the giraffe have such a long neck?

Like the peppered moth, the giraffe’s adaptations are a result 
of natural selection. Giraffes eat leaves. Over hundreds of 
thousands of years, those giraffe with the longest necks have 
been able to reach food too high for other, smaller necked 
giraffes to reach. This meant that the longer necked giraffes had 
a better chance for survival as they would have more food while 
the shorter necked giraffes had to compete with other animals 
such as elephants and antelopes for the lower leaves. 

As the need to produce offspring is essential for a species, female 
giraffes, recognising that longer necked giraffes had a better 
chance of survival, chose to mate with them rather than shorter 
necked giraffes so that their long neck characteristics would pass 
on their offspring. 

Over time, around a million years, the shorter necked giraffes 
died out. The longer necked giraffes became the only type of 
giraffe still alive as they had passed on their genes, the building 
blocks that make their characteristics, to their offspring. This is 
natural selection: the survival of the fittest.

 

  Why did the female giraffes want the long necked male giraffes to be the father  
to their offspring? 

 
 
 
 
 

Why did it take such a long time for longer shorter giraffes to die out? 

 
 
 







1. During the , the villagers were forced to leave their homes.

2. My mother’s  is my cousin.

3. I felt immense  when I lost my cat.

4. The police  will solve the crime.

5. The  stole the charity money tin from the shop.

6. The  of excitement could be heard down the corridor.

7. “I do not  your story about your project,” said Mr Webb.

8. Always try to  your best.

9. I enjoy the  of living near a newsagent. 

10. My sister is always  when we have a babysitter. 

End of test
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Spelling 1: The word is siege.
During the siege, the villagers were forced to leave their homes.
The word is siege.

Spelling 2: The word is niece.
My mother’s niece is my cousin.
The word is niece.

Spelling 3: The word is grief.
I felt immense grief when I lost my cat.
The word is grief.

Spelling 4: The word is chief.
The police chief will solve the crime.
The word is chief.

Spelling 5: The word is fiend.
The fiend stole the charity money tin from the shop.
The word is fiend.

Spelling 6: The word is shriek.
The shriek of excitement could be heard down the corridor.
The word is shriek.

Spelling 7: The word is believe.
“I do not believe your story about your project,” said Mr Webb.
The word is believe.

Spelling 8: The word is achieve.
Always try to achieve your best.
The word is achieve.

Spelling 9: The word is convenience.
I enjoy the convenience of living near a newsagent. 
The word is convenience.

Spelling 10: The word is mischievous.
My sister is always mischievous when we have a babysitter. 
The word is mischievous.
 
You should now read all ten sentences again. 
Give pupils the opportunity to make any changes they wish to their answers. At the end of the test say:  
‘This is the end of the test. Please put down your pen or pencil.’
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