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Reading – Chapter 6 – 10 Story Test   

This is a story test for the whole book. You will have to skim and scan the text to reread 
some sections to refresh your memory. Respond in full sentences please.  

Chapter 6 – What impression does the reader have of Olive’s and Cliff’s reaction to their 
new home? Give evidence from the text to explain your answer. p.57 

Chapter 7 – On p.72, the reader gets some clues about Esther’s personality. Find and copy 
two phrases that demonstrate this. Explain what they mean.  

Chapter 8 – On pp. 80 – 81, Esther and Olive are having a tense discussion about Olive’s 
sister, Sukie. Why is there some tension between them?  

Chapter 9 – On p. 90, we learn about some of the reasons why Esther might be unhappy. Find and copy 
three of the reasons that Esther might be unhappy. Explain with evidence from the text.  

Chapter 10 – On p.100, there is a useful description of their new setting. What impression does the 
reader get of Budmouth Point and its surroundings. Use evidence from the text.  
 
 

  Writing –  Planning a formal letter of acceptance   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an example of a class British High Tea 
 

Today’s lesson we are planning our letter of acceptance in response to the invitation that we received. 
The high tea is a celebration of the end of World War 2. It is also a chance to recognise the efforts of all 
the children that were evacuees during this time.  
 

What difficulties might the evacuees have 
experienced during the war? 

What positive experiences might the evacuees 
have had during the war?  

 
 
 
 

 

What might your character name be? 
e.g. Olive Bradshaw 

Who might you send the letter to? 
e.g. Veda Russell 
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Here is the model text that was given in Thursday 27th January pack. This is the same letter that you 
have read and annotated to highlight the key success criteria. Today, we will examine the text closely to 
ensure that we understand the features of a good letter of acceptance to an invitation.  
 

 
Ministry of Defence  

c/o Veda Russell 
Whitehall London SW1A 2HB  

United Kingdom 
Monday 16th May 1945 
 

Subject: VE Day Children’s High Tea 
 
Dear Ms Veda Russell  
Thank you for your invitation. I am thrilled to have been chosen to attend the V Day 
celebrations in London at the end of the school term. I gladly accept.  
 
I was excited to have the chance to write a story about my experience as an evacuee and 
I am extremely proud to have been chosen to attend the high tea you have planned. I 
have spoken to my host about the end of the war and what that means for all the 
children who have been evacuated like my brother and I. It was very difficult at first, but 
we have learnt a lot about life in Cornwall; we have grown to appreciate the bracing sea 
air. It has certainly been very different to our life in West London.  
 
I am elated to be able to represent my family at this event and I will be very excited to 
meet other children who have had similar experiences of this ghastly time. It has been 
quite a while since we have been able to truly celebrate, and not worry about air raids 
and the threat of German attack. We were told to ‘Keep Calm and Carry On’ so we did.   
 
As you can probably tell, I am very much looking forward to upcoming event in July and 
I am in complete disbelief that the high tea will be held at Buckingham Palace. It has 
been a dream of mine to visit the Queen’s residence since I was a young girl; I am 
extremely grateful to part of this very special celebration. 
Yours Sincerely,  
Olive Johnston 
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Structure of Letter Example My Notes/Edits 

 
1) Address of Sender 

 
2) Date 

 

  

 
Subject of Letter 

 
 

  

 
Formal Address to 
recipient of letter  

 

  

 
Thank you for sending 

the invitation 
 

  

 
Explanation of why you 
are happy to receive the 

invitation #1 
 
 

  

 
Explanation of why you 
are happy to receive the 

invitation #2 
 
 

  

 
Prediction of the 

wonderful things that 
will happen at  

the high tea 
 
 

  

 
How you feel about 

accepting the invitation  

  

 
Well wishes for the 

future and anticipation 
of attending the event 

  

 
This is the plan for your letter, you will refer to this throughout the next few lessons as your ‘bare bones’ of the text. 
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Lesson 5

Do living things choose to evolve?

Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary

• Living things do not choose to evolve. It happens as a result 
of environmental changes to their environment.

• Evolution takes a very long time to happen.

• Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace both studied evolution.

• variation

• adaptations 

• natural selection

• evolution

• inheritance

• survival of the fittest 

 Knowledge Quiz 3.4

1. Natural selection means:

2. How did the peppered moth evolve so that the darker moths became most common? 

3. Does evolution happen quickly?

4. How long did it take for the giraffe to evolve into the species around today?

5. Why must living things evolve?

selecting a habitat
being better 
adapted to  
a habitat 

selecting what  
a living things 

offspring will be like

selecting what  
a living thing eats

yes no

it chose to change 
its environment

its predators didn’t 
eat it anymore 

it was better suited 
to the environment

it had more  
offspring

a generation     thousands  
of years 

around a  
million yearshundreds of years

to make life easier so they have 
offspring 

so they have 
enough to eat

to survive in their 
environment
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  Can you explain to your learning partner what this picture has to do 
with ‘the survival of the fittest’? 

 What is a tiktaalik and why is it so important?

In 2004, Neil Shubin and his team from the University of Chicago 
made an amazing discovery. For more than six years, they had 
been searching different rocks of the right age at locations all 
around the world in hope that one of them might contain a fossil 
that captured the evolutionary step, tens of millions of years ago, 
when living things moved from only living in water to being able 
to survive on land. 

It was in the Canadian part of the Arctic when, in 2004, one of 
Neil’s team spotted a V shaped fossil in the rock. They knew from 
their previous finds that this V shape was the fossil of a jaw bone. 
The team carefully extracted the rest of the fossil and found that 
they had discovered what they had been searching for:  
The tiktaalik.
 
The tiktaalik’s remains showed that it was a mix of both land 
and sea animal. It had scales and fins like a fish, but its head 
was flat with the eyes on the top, much like a crocodile’s head. 
They also found that this creature had both gills and lungs. The 
most important discover though was about the tiktaalik’s fin. 
Using a model made from a cast of the fossilised remains, the 
palaeontologists discovered that the tiktaalik’s fin was made 
up of bones and joints that resembled that of a land animal. 
Not only did it have an upper arm and fore arm, it also had 
a humerus (nerve that sends information to the brain) and, of 
greatest importance, wrist bones. These were the first time they 
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had seen wrist bones in a fossil so old. The structure of the tiktaalik’s fin meant that, in addition  
to helping it to swim through water, if it hit the shallow ground, it could push itself up, support itself 
and move around. Although the tiktaalik could move on land, it did not simply decide to do so.  
It took millions more years for the sea animals to evolve to live on the land and to become the 
land animals we recognise today. The picture below shows the evolution from water (aquatic) 
animals to land (terrestrial) animals. The tiktaalik can be seen in the green section named the 
transitional period.

 Why was the discover of the tiktaalik so important?  
 
 

Which part of the tiktaalik was of the greatest importance? Why?  
 
 

Complete the table below:

Parts of the tiktaalik like a fish Parts of the tiktaalik like a land creature
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 Who discovered the theory of Evolution?

In science, a theory does not simply mean an idea, it is in fact 
a carefully thought out explanation for scientific phenomena 
based in scientific research. 

The theory of evolution is that plants and animals do not stay  
the same but, in fact, change over time. Animals and plants  
that survive well in their environments are able to reproduce  
and so pass on their adaptations to their offspring. Those living 
things that are not well adapted will not survive and so will die 
without leaving any descendants. This theory was first discovered 
in the 19th Century by two naturalists, Charles Darwin and  
Alfred Wallace.

The most famous of these naturalists is Charles Darwin. In 1835, Darwin accompanied the crew 
of the ship HMS Beagle, who were charting the coast of South America. During their five-year 
voyage, Darwin collected live specimens and fossils found in the area. He also observed the living 
things and made careful illustrations of them. 

The fossils he found gave Darwin his first clue that life may have changed on earth. He realised 
that he had found the remains of a Milodon, a large creature that had many similarities to the 
sloth. He decided that these similarities could not be coincidental; there had to be a link. 

Next, he observed the giant tortoises living on the different 
islands. He noticed that, although there were common 
characteristics shared by the tortoises, each varied depending 
on the island on which they lived. He noticed that on the more 
wet and humid islands, the tortoises had short necks and their 
shells were dome shaped. On the drier islands, the tortoises 
were longer necked and their shells were more like saddles. 
Darwin was aware of an idea raised by an 18th Century thinker 
called Thomas Robert Malthers. Malthers had noticed that the 
population of Britain was growing and was concerned that might 
become a situation where there were more people than there 
was food. Malthers concluded that, if this were the case, people 
would end up fighting for food and so their survival. 

Darwin realised that the need for food and for survival was what had led to the differences in the 
tortoises’ characteristics. The food source for the tortoises on the drier islands was found on bushes. 
Those tortoises that could reach up because of their longer necks had enough food and had 
survived long enough to pass on their traits (characteristics) to their descendants. The main food 
source on the more humid islands was grass. The tortoises that could eat this food most easily were 
those with shorter necks. Darwin also realised that there were more predators on the humid islands 
and that those tortoises with domed shells could hide inside this and protect themselves more 
easily from harm. He noted that shorter necks were needed to be able to do this. Darwin also 
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studied the types of finches that were native to the different islands. He discovered that the birds’ 
bodies, beaks and claws varied depending on the food sources available on the island. Darwin’s 
discoveries led to the theory that all living things on Earth descend a from common ancestor but 
that the diversity that we have now happened as a result of living things in different environments 
adapting in order to survive.

Independently of Charles Darwin, and with no knowledge of his 
theory, Alfred Wallace also discovered the theory of evolution. 
In 1848, Wallace explored the animals of the Amazon. He 
observed that the species varied in different parts of the Amazon 
depending on the conditions of their habitat. Unfortunately, his 
specimens and illustrations never made it back to England as the 
boat he was on sunk on the return journey. In 1854, Wallace tried 
again. This time he visited Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Again, he observed that the species had different characteristics 
and he began to categorise them based on these.

When Wallace returned to England, he heard about the work 
of Charles Darwin’s work and wrote to him so he could share his 
findings. In 1858, Darwin and Wallace wrote about their ideas 
together, calling them co-discoveries. In 1959, Darwin published 
his book, The Origin of the Species. This book attracted lots of 
attention because it challenged the religious belief that God 
had made each individual creature rather than the fact that all 
life had descended from one common ancestor. Because of this 
attention, Darwin has always been remembered as the scientist 
who discovered evolution. The truth is though that both Darwin 
and Wallace worked together to prove the theory of how life on 
Earth began and how it has changed over time.

Darwin and Wallace found evidence that as part of their evolution, one of our ancestors evolved 
from apes. Sometimes people get confused with this theory as they cannot understand why 
there are both humans and chimpanzees around together. What they have misunderstood is 
that humans did not evolve from chimpanzees - we both evolved millions of years ago from the 
common ancestor. It is because, over these years, each species had to adapt for survival in the 
different environments in which they lived, some became humans while others remained more like 
the apes alive many years ago.

 In science, what is a theory?  
 

List the words used above which refer to the ‘children’ or next generation of living things:

1.  
2.  
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How have the turtles on the more humid islands evolved to survive in their environment? 

 
 

Some people call Charles Darwin ‘The Father of Evolution’. Do you think he should be 
remembered this way? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Darwin studied the types of finches that were native to the different islands in the   
 Galapagos. He discovered that the birds’ bodies, beaks and claws varied depending  
 on the food sources available on the island. The most important variations were their 
beaks. Darwin theorised that each variety of bird had originated from one species and that each 
finch’s distinctive beak were adaptations to enable them to find food in their natural environment. 

 What do you notice about the beaks in this chart?
 

Darwin’s Finches
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 Which beak is best?

You have been given different equipment which represent different types 
of beaks. You have also been given equipment which represents different 
food types. Looking at the photo above, which beak might be a match 
for your equipment?

Using one beak at a time, for each food type, you are going to set a time 
of 30 seconds to see how many your ‘beak’ can pick up and move into a 
different container. Record your results in the table provided. 

What do you predict might happen?  
 
 
 

Results:

Paper 
Clips

Rubber 
Bands Macaroni Marbles Plasticine Peas Rice

Scissors

Tweezers

Spoons

Chop 
Sticks

Conclusion — What did you find out? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beaks:
• Scissors
• Tweezers
• Spoons
• Chop sticks

Different Foods:
• Paper clips
• Rubber bands
• Macaroni
• Marbles
• Plasticine
• Peas 
• Rice
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