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Reading – Chapter 12 Freedom is in Peril 

Read chapter 12 (pp. 110 -125) of ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ and answer the following questions (full 
sentences please) 

1) On p.110, the author uses the word ‘squinting’ to describe
Cliff’s expression. What does this mean?

2) On p.111, one of the adults is quoted as saying ‘It’s them
Londoners what’s invaded us’. He is talking about the evacuees
coming to stay in their town. What does this show about his
opinion of the evacuees?

3) On p.113, the author describes the classroom. Find and copy
three phrases that describe the classroom.

4) Mr Barrowman and Miss Carter are both teachers at the school
that Olive starts to attend. Find and copy a phrase that
describes each teacher and explain what it tells the reader
about them.

5) The phrase ‘teacher’s pet’ is used on p.115. What does this
mean?

Writing –  Shared Writing with Cohesive Devices 

This is the second of three lessons where we really focus on producing the best possible piece of writing we 
can write. 

The previous lesson was all about using a range of cohesive devices to structure our first two 
paragraphs. This is one of the success criteria for this half term’s writing piece.  

Today we have a focus on modal verbs. Modal verbs change the degree of possibility for an event. 

Example 1: It could be the last time we see England. 

Example 2: It would be the last time we see England. 

What is the difference in meaning for these two sentences? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Here is a list of modal verbs to choose from. Remember to choose the right modal verb 
for the sentence you are writing and for the meaning in that part of the text.  

I have underlined places where modal verbs can be added to the next set of paragraphs 
in the soldier’s recount. Remember to use a range of modal verbs to avoid repetition. 

Remember, this is your piece of writing and you are in charge. Use these writer’s strategies when 
they suit the recount that you are trying to share with your reader. 

Now, you can write your version of the soldier’s recount on lined paper or in an exercise book. You are 
redrafting the writing from the previous build sessions! 

Each soldier seemed to go in a different direction, it was still hard to see where we were 

going. There were parts of planes that had been shot down from the sky, some of the parts 

might have still been smoking and whirring. I tried to run around them but I stumbled. 

The uniform was heavy and my backpack with my supplies and equipment made it even 

worse. I stopped to take a breath and felt sick to my stomach. I looked at the other soldiers 

and their faces were blank… Or perhaps I just couldn’t see from the ash and fire around 

me? 

Without warning, shots were firing. Bodies began to drop to the ground. It felt like I was in a 

movie, but this was real. It became difficult to separate the films I had seen to what I could 

now see with my own eyes. I didn’t understand. We continued to run, stopping occasionally 

to look around us. The memories of loved ones at home were flying in the air towards the 

clouds, like letters written on pieces of paper.  
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farm (or the remains of one) in a large village about ¾ mile from the 
trenches, more north than we were before, and nearer the Belgian 
frontier. 

It is an awfully desolate spot and constantly under shell fire. This morning 
I was trying to get a sleep on the grass, when a shell burst in a tree, not 
fifty yards away, and sent a shower of leaves to the ground. Fortunately 
no one was hit, another burst in the same field ten minutes afterwards, 
then I thought it was time to shift! So went into a barn. There are a 
number of dugouts around, but they are so cold, and you might get 
buried inside. The farm is a vile place, with a lot of stagnant water 
around, and a lot of German soldiers are buried here. The barn where we 
sleep would be improved if a shell struck the roof, and ventilated it, in our 
absence! As the smell inside is bad, and makes it nearly necessary to 
wear a respirator! The rats seem to object to our company as they often 
have a free fight on top of us. 

Last night was my first experience in the trenches, and we returned to 
billet this morning. The din is simply awful, and just lately the big guns 
have been giving the enemy ‘beans’ every night. I am glad to say we had 
no casualties, although the rifle fire was heard at times, especially on our 
left, where the Germans made an attack on the Indian troops. The British 
gun fire was simply terrific, all night, and the Germans did not reply very 
much. It was fine to watch the flashes of our guns at our backs, although 
the screaming of the shells overhead is at first rather ‘scaring’ to say the 
least of it! 

However the news we hear from day to day at this part of the front is 
very cheerful, and encouraging. Yesterday I came across an Indian soldier 
who could speak English very well, and he thought another month would 
see the war over, also a German officer captured near here, said it could 
not go on very much longer. I for one hope these remarks will prove 
correct! 

The church here is practically demolished, just some of the walls and 
tower standing, and the churchyard is in a bad state. Great holes have 
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been made and bones exposed. In these holes is water sufficiently deep 
to drown anybody. Great stone vaults have been opened, and coffins and 
bodies can be seen. 

Of course the place here is not inhabited except by soldiers. I have been 
through some of the big houses, and plenty of good carved furniture, 
pictures, fittings etc. still remain in them. I also have been in some of the 
gardens, and roses just coming into bloom can be seen in great numbers. 
I should like to see them at home! 

Well I must close now, and hope you are all keeping well. Again thanking 
you all for our good wishes. Sincerely yours, S. Frost 
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Analyse the primary sources (the photos and the letters) and complete the table below 

Analysing Primary Sources 
Key Information Example of evidence Why is this important? 

Who? 

Where? 

Why? 

What was shared? 

When? 

This photo is from the Battle of the Somme. The Battle of the Somme is 
one of the most remembered battles in our history. It was one of the 
biggest, longest, and most tragic battles of World War One and many 
soldiers lost their lives. It lasted from July 1st to November 18th 1916. 

Ideas about the Battle of the Somme 
Idea True or False – explain your answer 

More soldiers means 
more chance to win! 

The soldiers need more 
food to eat 

The soldiers sent letters 
home to their family and 

friends.  
Some soldiers only had a 

little bit of training 
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 The Battle of the Somme

The Battle of the Somme was one of the most devastating 
and costly battles of World War One. 

The battle took place between 1st July and 18th November 
1916. Both sides had reached a deadlock of 18 months 
in the trenches. The Allies decided they needed to 
achieve a decisive victory against the Germans. First, 
the Allies began their offensive with a week-long artillery 
bombardment. This was supposed to cut the German 
barbed wire and destroy their defences. 

Due to the call for volunteers in 1914, the infantry who went over the top on the first day was 
largely made up of civilians. The Pals battalion was made up of friends, relatives and workmates 
serving together. These men were not professional soldiers and for many this was the first battlefield 
experience they had seen. When the men went over the top, they expected the German’s to 
have been heavily hit by the bombardment. The German defences had not been destroyed 
and from their trenches the Germans inflicted devastating casualties and the Allies made little 
progress. It is estimated that British forces suffered more than 57,000 casualties with more than 
19,000 killed on the first day of the battle alone. It is known as the single most disastrous day in 
Britain’s military history. Over the 5 months of fighting 3 million soldiers fought on both sides and 
more than 1 million had been killed or wounded.  

 What were the failures of the Battle of the Somme?

Successes Failures

• Civilian army gained valuable 
experience and they improved their 
use of artillery and infantry tactics 
which would later bring victory.
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