Monday 1st February 2021
Year 4
Maths

Reading

The Explorer
What you are going to read:
Con and Fred came down from the tree when they got
to the last bit Con was a bit uncertain (hesitated)
before she jumped. They told Max and Lila about their
discovery. Fred put the honey in piles and went to
clean himself. The combination of bark, dust and honey
had made a firm (tenacious) paste. Lila noticed that the
tobacco pouch was red and she said bees can’t see red
so maybe the pouch was hiding from something. Con
was sceptical about her view. Lila said ‘her mum always
said to avoid anything red in the jungle.’ Max stopped
the conversation demanding to eat. They ate the
honey and for half an hour it made everything seem
better. Fred thought of Wednesdays at school and how
Mr Martin would fart at different times (intervals). Con
and Lila were looking at the map and Lila wanted to
know if Fred thinks that his raft would get him there.
Con didn’t want to go on the raft. They started arguing
and Cons face twisted out of normal shape (contorted)
so you couldn’t recognise (recognition) it. ….

Step one: Write the date
Monday 1st February 2021
Step two: Read the questions
Step three: Answer the questions below
Questions:
1) Why do you think Con ignored Lila’s hand? Pg1
2) What colour should you avoid in the jungle and why?
Pg3
3) Why do you think this chapter is called Con? Pg5
4) How has the author compared both Wednesdays and
why do you think she has? Pg5
5) What does the author mean when she writes Con’s face
was contorted beyond recognition? Pg8
Top Tip
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full
sentences!
Vocab:
Hesitated- uncertain
Tenacious – firm
Intervals – different times.
Contorted- twisted out of normal shape
Recognition- being recognised
Step four:
Re read pages 6,7 and 8 focus on punctuation.

Writing
Step one: Write the date and underline.
Monday 1st February January 2021
Step two: Write our learning objective and underline.
To understand what a simile is
Step three: What is a simile poem ?
A simile is: A simile compares two things using the words 'like' or 'as'.
A simile describes something by comparing it to something else,
using like or as. A simile is a useful way to describe something
without using a long list of adjectives. It can create a vivid image in
the reader's mind, helping to engage and absorb them.
Simile poems are poems that are built around an extended simile or
a series of similes.

There is also a link
on DB primary
which is a video
explanation on a
simile.

Step four:
You are going to think of a different examples for each of these
similes for these four pictures

He was as fierce as a lion

She was as slow as a tortoise

She was as cold as a snowflake

She was as quite as a mouse

I have given some examples, now YOU are going to
see how many more similes you can come up with for
these four pictures.

Step five: Can you guess which member of staff this
simile poem is about? Write your answers on DB.

is as
Tall as a giraffe.
Funny as a clown.
Strong as an Ox.
Quiet a mouse.
Busy as a bee.
Kind as a kitten.

Lesson 5

Which animals call a tropical rainforest
their home?
Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

•

Tropical rainforests are home to many animals

•

species

•

The animals within a rainforest have adapted to live there

•

adapted

•

The characteristics of the animals depend on the layer of
the rainforest they live within

•

camouflage

•

decomposer

Some animals can move between the layers of the
rainforest but are often found within certain ones

•

predator

•

prey

•

Knowledge Quiz 3.4
1. How many layers are there in a tropical rainforest?
3

4

5

6

Emergent

Forest Floor

Forest Floor

Understory

2. Which layer sits below the emergent layer?
Canopy

Understory

3. Which layer sits above the forest floor?
Emergent

Canopy

4. Which two phrases best describe the emergent layer?
very dark

lots of sunlight

very windy

no wind

little rainfall

lots of rainfall

5. Which two phrases best describe the forest floor?
very dark

lots of sunlight
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What
	
do you know about the layers of a tropical rainforest?
Which animals might live in each layer?

Which plants and animals live in a tropical rainforest?
Rainforests, including the Amazon, are home to over half of the world’s plant and animal species.
In the Amazon alone, it is estimated that there are at least 40,000 different plant species, 427
different types of mammal, 1,300 different types of bird, 378 different types of reptile and more
than 400 different types of amphibian. In addition to all of these vertebrates, it is estimated that
there are around 100,000 different invertebrate species. Each of these supported by food sources
provided by the rainforest itself and the Amazon River which flows through it. The different types of
plants and animals have adapted to live successfully in the different layers.

How many of each type of animal are estimated to live in the
Amazon Rainforest?

Invertebrates:
Mammals:
Birds:
Plants:
Amphibians:
Reptiles:
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At the top of a tropical rainforest, in the emergent layer,
animals need to be able to move in the top, most
unstable branches without falling to the ground below.
The animals are usually small enough to be supported
by the long, thin trunk. Any monkeys found here need to be
good at balancing and swinging, jumping or gliding between
the trees. In the emergent layer of the Amazon Rainforest you
can find birds, bats, gliders and butterflies. You also find birds of
prey such as white-tailed hawks and harpy eagles; they build
their nests high in the trees so they can swoop down and snatch
animals and birds from the layers below.
The canopy layer of a tropical rainforest is filled with fruits and
so most animals live within this layer. The animals are all good at
climbing and moving between the branches. Within the Amazon
Rainforest you can see (and hear) scarlet macaws, toucans,
spider monkeys and howler monkeys. You can also see the much
quieter two-toed sloth which moves slowly, chewing on the fruits
and leaves offered by the canopy. In addition to these animals,
thousands of insects can be found within this layer.
In the understory layer below, many different animals can also
be found. The lack of light means animals are camouflaged
from each other. This camouflage is useful for both predators
and prey. Animals found in the understory layer of the Amazon
Rainforest include snakes and insects. You may see lines of
leafcutter ants matching up and down the branches or even
boa constrictors waiting patiently, ready to drop down onto their
prey. Sometimes in the understory of the Amazon, there may be
jaguars, also waiting to pounce.
The largest animals live on the forest floor alongside small
decomposers such as termites, slugs and worms. The
decomposers break down the rotting leaves which have fallen
from the trees. In the Amazon Rainforest you can see larger
animals such as tapirs, armadillos and anteaters as well as
agoutis and lowland pacas. These are smaller rodents which hide
from the predators under the leaves and roots. Jaguars can also
be found moving along the forest floor.

Why is it important that the animals found in the emergent layer are small or can fly?
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Why do most animals live within the canopy layer? 


Why would camouflage be a good thing for predators and prey?




What do decomposers do? 



Forest Floor

Understory
Layer

Canopy Layer

Emergent
Layer

Sort the animals into the correct rainforest layer.
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