Thursday 21st January 2021
Year 4
Maths
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Your task
Calculate the area of all of the numbered sections on this ﬂoor plan and complete the table with
the information.

Reading

The Explorer
What you are going to read:
Lila didn’t want Fred to jump in. He avoided (evaded)
Max and jumped in. His lungs found it harder as he
went further down. He grabbed the silver object and
came back to the surface. The girls had seen
something. There was something black moving like a
smooth wave (undulating) towards him. As quick as a
flash, he was back on the boat. It was an eel! It was a
long as a gown man! It could eat a child! They moved
away from the eel and the cover of the tops of trees
(canopy). Fred showed them that it was a sardine tin
that he found. Con was not impressed. It took longer to
move (coax) the raft upstream. As they got closer to
their den, they saw a spot to park the raft (mooring).
Fred realised that someone had made the spot perfect
for a raft. The wind was causing confusing (havoc)with
the trees and it was following them back to their den
and playing with their courage. The fire was still warm
and Fred re lit it (rekindle).

Step one: Write the date
Thursday 21st January 2021
Step two: Read the questions
Step three: Answer the questions below
Questions:
1) Put the word undulating in a sentence. Pg2
2) Are eels dangerous? How do you know? Pg3
3) What else did they used to help them back upstream as
well as the pole? Pg5
4) Why was the mooring place perfect for the raft? Pg6/7
5) How would you describe each of the children in this
book and why?
Vocab:
Evaded – avoid
Undulating – move like a smooth wave like motion.
Canopy- tops of trees.
Coax- move
Mooring- park a boat/raft
Havoc- confusion
Rekindled- re lit
Top Tip
Remember capital letters, full stops and always answer in full
sentences!
Step four:
Re read pages 3,4 and 5 focus on emphasis.

Writing
Step one: Write the date and underline
Thursday 21st January 2021
Step two: Write our learning objective and underline
To Edit our Model text
Step three: Write down our three Success Criteria
1) Using paragraphs logically to organise ideas around a theme.
2) Using the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past.
3) Using a greater variety of sentence openers.
Step four: Finding sentence starters.
Today (like yesterday) we are going to be looking at how we can improve our
sentence starters in the subheading Life of the Nile and Climate.
I’m going to show you in the Life of the Nile, and YOU are going to change the
sentence starters in the subheading Location.
Model text:
The life of the Nile
In the past the Nile was the source of life for the ancient Egyptians. It played an
important part in allowing the first humans to settle and live on its banks
around 5000 BC. In addition, the riverbanks were also filled with a reed called
papyrus, which was turned into a kind of paper. Therefore, the ancient
Egyptians also used these reeds to build the boats that they would use to
transport people, goods and materials up and down the river. The ancient
Egyptians would use the river to catch fish with spears and nets as well as
catch birds that came to the water. Nowadays the Nile is a huge tourist
attraction which creates money for Egypt and the neighbouring countries.
Today the river continues to be a great source for transportation and trade
routes connecting Africa with locations in Europe and beyond.

Improvement:
The life of the Nile
Interestingly, in the past the Nile was the source of life for the ancient
Egyptians. As well as that, it played an important part in allowing the first
humans to settle and live on its banks around 5000 BC. Are you aware that the
riverbanks were also filled with a reed called papyrus, which was turned into a
kind of paper? An important thing is the ancient Egyptians also used these
reeds to build the boats that they would use to transport people, goods and
materials up and down the river. As well as that, the ancient Egyptians would
use the river to catch fish with spears and nets as well as catch birds that came
to the water. Generally, nowadays the Nile is a huge tourist attraction which
creates money for Egypt and the neighbouring countries. Today the river
continues to be a great source for transportation and trade routes connecting
Africa with locations in Europe and beyond.
Circle all of the sentence starters that I have change or added in.
Step five: You’re turn
You are going to add in and change the sentence starters in the subheading
climate.
Climate
On average the Nile floods every year. This happens because the melting snow on
the Ethiopian mountains and the summer rain creates floods. First, the water would
rush down the Nile and into Egypt where it would burst the banks and flow onto all
the nearby flat fields. In addition, the farmers would then build mud-brick reservoirs
to keep the water in. However, they would then build canals to allow the water to
flow near their land to make it easy to move to the crops.

Sentence starters:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Although,
Amazingly,
Even though
There are
In addition,
Mainly,

Challenge:

Are there any other words that
you think you can improve in
this paragraph?

The River Nile
The river Nile is over thirty million years old. Tourist travel to the Nile every year due
to its historical importance as it allowed the ancient Egyptians to start their lives
there. Furthermore, it also provides a home to many species of animals and plants.
Did you know that the Nile is approximately 4132 miles long? That makes it the
longest river in the world.
Location
Where the river Nile starts is not certain. It runs through Egypt and many other
countries in Africa. Some people think that it originates in Burundi. The water in the
Nile comes from the White Nile and the Blue Nile. The White Nile water comes from
Lake Victoria, which is in Africa, whilst the Blue Nile water comes from Lake Tana in
Ethiopia.
The life of the Nile
In the past the Nile was the source of life for the ancient Egyptians. It played an
important part in allowing the first humans to settle and live on its banks around
5000 BC. In addition, the riverbanks were also filled with a reed called papyrus, which
was turned into a kind of paper. Therefore, the ancient Egyptians also used these
reeds to build the boats that they would use to transport people, goods and
materials up and down the river. The ancient Egyptians would use the river to catch
fish with spears and nets as well as catch birds that came to the water. Nowadays the
Nile is a huge tourist attraction which creates money for Egypt and the neighbouring
countries. Today the river continues to be a great source for transportation and trade
routes connecting Africa with locations in Europe and beyond.
Climate
On average the Nile floods every year. This happens because the melting snow on
the Ethiopian mountains and the summer rain creates floods. First, the water would
rush down the Nile and into Egypt where it would burst the banks and flow onto all
the nearby flat fields. In addition, the farmers would then build mud-brick reservoirs
to keep the water in. However, they would then build canals to allow the water to
flow near their land to make it easy to move to the crops.
To conclude, not everyone is sure where the river Nile starts, but some people think
that it is starts from Burundi. Secondly, The Nile was a source of life for the
Egyptians. It helped them with food and water. As well as that, the farmer’s built
banks to help stop the flood of the river and to allow the water to flow to their crops.

Humanities
What are tropical rain forests and
where are they found? Part two

What can you remember
from last lesson?

Where are the world’s tropical rainforests located?
The world’s tropical rainforests are located
close to the Equator, in the equatorial climate
zone. They are found in many different places
across the world including Central and South
America, western and central Africa, western
India, Southeast Asia, the island of New Guinea,
and Australia. The largest of the rainforests
are those found in South America, Africa and
southeast Asia. They are known as the Amazon
Rainforest, the Congolese Rainforest, the New
Guinea Rainforest and The Heart of Borneo.
The Amazon Rainforest, as we know, is located in South America and is the world’s largest tropical
rainforest. It is so large, that it covers almost 4⁄10 of the continent. The countries the Amazon
Rainforest spans are: Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname and
French Guiana. This is nine out of the thirteen South American countries. The map here shows you
how far the Amazon Rainforest spans. You can see that most of the rainforest is in Brazil but parts
do stretch into the other countries.

Describe where tropical rainforests are located:

Why do you think tropical rainforests are located in those places?

What fraction of South America does the Amazon Rainforest cover?
Over how many countries does the Amazon Rainforest span?

Using
	
the tropical rainforests map and an atlas, can you discover
which other countries have tropical rainforests? Can you work out
which continent they are part of too?
Country

Continent

Tropical
	
rainforests are found on every continent of the world. To what
extent do you agree with this statement and why?

Music

